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Introduction 

American interest in Japanese baseball has 
skyrocketed ever since Ichiro Suzuki’s 
spectacular Major League Baseball debut.  
Articles dealing with Japanese baseball appear 
daily in newspapers and magazines across the 
country.  Yet, despite this newfound interest, 
most Americans believe that topflight baseball in 
Japan is a fairly recent development.  Few realize 
that Japanese baseball has a long and rich 
history, brimming with heroes and legends. This 
book is designed to introduce Americans to the 
diamond heroes of yore from the Land of the 
Rising Sun.  
    
Our motivation for developing the book was the 
years of frustration we endured trying to locate 
English language information about Japan’s 
greatest baseball stars. Unfortunately, in order to 
complete this volume, it became readily apparent 
that we would first need to learn to read 
Japanese!  Undaunted, we proceeded with aid of 
tutors, home study and the help of friends to 
obtain the necessary player data.  We are certain 
that there exists considerable information about 
some of the players that we couldn’t locate.  
However, we feel that we have generally 
succeeded in our original quest.  For many if not 
most of the players featured here, this is the first 
description of their baseball careers written in 
English.  
 
Before you embark on our biographical journey, 
we would like to provide you with a bit of 
background material on the history of Japanese 
baseball. 
 
Baseball was supposedly introduced into Japan 
in the early 1870s by Horace Wilson, an 
American teacher at Ichiban Chugaku in Tokyo.   
In the same decade, Hiroshi Hiraoka, an 
engineer for the national railways, returned from 
studying in America.  Upon his return, he 
introduced the sport to his co-workers and 
established Japan’s first organized team, the 
Shimbashi Athletic Club, in 1878.   During the 
nineteenth century, Japanese baseball was 
dominated by the Ichiko (later Tokyo University) 
team.  The team played other schools and 
amateur clubs and on March 23, 1896, they 
defeated an American team from the Yokohama 
Country and Athletic Club, 29 to 4, in the first 
recorded international baseball game. 
 
After the turn of the century, Waseda and Keio 
University teams began to dominate Japanese 
ball.   The Waseda-Keio rivalry became so 

intense that the games between the two clubs 
were suspended between 1906 and 1925 due to 
student rioting.  To sharpen their skills, Waseda 
traveled to the United States in 1905 playing 
American colleges and amateur teams.   In 1911, 
Tokyo’s universities began to organize an official 
baseball league, which in 1925 became known 
as the Tokyo Big Six University League.   
 
During the early twentieth century, high school 
(called middle school) baseball also prospered.  
High schools across the country organized 
teams, and in 1915 the National Inter-Middle 
School Baseball Championship Tournament was 
established.  Nine years later, the renowned 
Koshien Stadium was completed in Osaka and 
the Inter-Middle School Invitational Baseball 
Championship Tournament began.  These 
tournaments (usually just called “Koshien”) have 
been held every year up to the present day, and 
still create an annual frenzy similar to what we 
Americans experience during the NCAA 
basketball championships.  One of the great 
pastimes for Japanese fans is to follow the 
progress of a Koshien hero after he turns pro. 
 
Professional baseball began in Japan in the mid 
1930s.  In 1931 and 1934, Major League All-Star 
teams toured Japan playing against the All-Japan 
team sponsored by the Yomiuri Shinbun 
(newspaper).   After the 1934 Tour, Yomiuri’s 
owner, Matsutaro Shoriki, transformed the All-
Japan players into a professional team.  The 
team, known as the Dai Nippon Tokyo Yakyu 
Club, toured the United States in 1935.  The 
following year, Shoriki’s team, now known as the 
Tokyo Yomiuri Giants, joined six other teams to 
form the Japan Professional Baseball League.  In 
their first season, the teams played three short 
tournaments.  The league was expanded to eight 
teams in 1937 and they played a Spring season 
with a 56 game schedule and a Fall season with 
49 matches.  They continued with the split 
seasons in 1938, but in 1939 settled on a single 
season of approximately 100 games each year.  
Baseball at all levels was interrupted by World 
War II, but play resumed in 1946.  Since that time, 
seasons have tended to consist of 130-140 
games per team.  In 1950, the professional teams 
were reorganized into two leagues--the Central 
and the Pacific.   Each year, the winners from 
each league meet in the Japan Series. 
 
Japanese commemorate their baseball heroes in 
two ways.  The first is election to the official 
Japanese Baseball Hall of Fame.  Members are 
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selected by a board of experts that inducts a high 
percentage of management and administrators in 
addition to retired pro players.  At this point, the 
majority of Hall of Famers are officials, team 
owners, managers, coaches and amateur 
players.  The Hall of Fame is also quite reluctant 
to induct any professional players until they have 
been retired for at least 20 to 30 years.  As a 
result, most star players of the 1970s and 1980s 
are not yet enshrined.  To compensate, Japan 
has a second Hall of Fame called the Meikyukai 
or Golden Players Club.  The Meikyukai is an 
organization for all players with 2,000 or more 
career hits, or pitchers with at least 200 victories 
who were born in the past 70 years.  New 
members, however, must be approved and must 
agree to join.  Currently three players who meet 
the statistical requirements, Yutaka Enatsu, 
Kihachi Enomoto and Hiromitsu Ochiai, are not 
members.   
 
This book contains short biographies of everyone 
who is a member of either the Baseball Hall of 
Fame or the Meikyukai (plus Ochiai and 
Enomoto).  The book is divided into two sections.  
Part I focuses on the professional players, 
managers, and coaches who are members of the 
Meikyukai, or were enshrined in the Hall of Fame 
primarily for their contributions on the diamond.  
Supplementing each individual’s biography are 
his career statistics, a list of selected Japanese 
baseball cards depicting the player, and an 
image of a card.  With a few exceptions, all of the 
listed cards can be found in Gary Engel’s 
Japanese Baseball Card Checklist and Price 
Guide.  No attempt was made to list every 

cataloged card of each player.  Furthermore, as 
only a fraction of all Japanese cards have been 
cataloged, many other cards of some players 
also exist.  We have tried, however, to list the 
more popular and readily available cards. 
 
Part II contains short biographies of members of 
the Hall of Fame who were amateur players, or 
are members because of their contributions off 
the playing field.  These include league and team 
executives, umpires, and writers.  Several 
individuals in his section also played professional 
baseball, but are included in Part II since their 
main contributions to Japanese baseball were 
made in a non-playing capacity. 
 
Creating Japanese Superstars has been a lot of 
fun but also hard work.  A number of people have 
helped us along the way.  We would like to thank 
Bob Lapides and Philip Block for their input 
during the planning stages.  Keiko Nishi and 
Sarah Fitts helped with translating.  The 
Japanese Baseball Hall of Fame kindly provided 
us with information about recent inductees.  We 
would especially like to thank Jeffrey Kusumoto 
of “Jeff Kusumoto’s Home of Japan Baseball (the 
official website of SABR, Tokyo Chapter)” for his 
help with some of the more obscure players.  
 
It is our sincere wish that Japanese Superstars 
will help Americans to appreciate Japan’s rich 
baseball heritage.  We hope that someday, 
American fans will be as familiar with Tetsuharu 
Kawakami and Kazuhisa Inao as they are with 
Honus Wagner and Christy Mathewson. 
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Koji Akiyama 秋山  幸二  
(1962-    ) 
Lions 1981-1993, Hawks 1994-present 
 

The spark plug of the great Lions teams of the 1980s 
and early 1990s, Akiyama was one of the best 
players of his generation.  The 6 foot, 180 pound, 
Akiyama, who is still an active player, hit for power 
(over 400 lifetime homers) and average (a .270 
lifetime hitter) in his prime.  He also had speed (over 
300 lifetime stolen bases), and was a great defensive 
outfielder (eleven Gold Gloves).  He led the Pacific 
League in homers once, stolen bases once, and runs 
scored twice, but also led the league in strikeouts 
three times. 
 
A standout pitcher in high school, Akiyama was 
drafted by the Lions in 1980.  After spending time in 
the Japanese minor leagues, he came to the U.S. and 
played one season in the California League.  His 
rookie season with the Lions (1984) was a 
disappointment, hitting only .236 with 4 homers in 140 
at bats.  The following year, however, Akiyama had 
his first of many great years, hitting .252 with 40 
homers and 93 RBI.  He would top 40 homers for the 
next two seasons, before settling into the 30s for the 
following six years.  His best season came in 1989 
when he hit .301 with 31 homers, 99 RBI and 31 
stolen bases. 
 
Akiyama and Kazuhiro Kiyohara formed a potent, 
right-handed batting combo that led the Lions to eight 
pennants and six Japan Series championships.  One 
year, after hitting a “Sayonara” home run to win the 
Japan Series, Akiyama performed “flips” as he trotted 
around the bases.   
 
After he hit .247 in 1993, the Lions traded him to the 
Hawks.  Akiyama, while not the player he was in his 
Lions days, has continued to be a strong performer.  
He helped the Hawks to become the Japan Series 
champions in 1999 and the Pacific League pennant 
winners in 2000.  In August 2000, he reached the 
2,000 lifetime hits plateau and gained membership in 
the Meikyukai. 
 
 

 

 
1986 Calbee #196 

 
Selected Koji Akiyama Cards 
 
1985 Calbee #366 RC 
1985 Calbee #414a RC 
1985 Calbee #426 RC 
1985 Calbee #447 RC 
1986 Calbee #21 
1986 Calbee #196 
1989 Lotte #9 
1990 Calbee #48 
1991 BBM #41 
1991 BBM Japan Series #S58 (flipping) 
1994 ID Kira #60 
1995 BBM #351 (Then and Now) 
1998 BBM #482 
2000 Century’s Best #112 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics (Through 2000) 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2031 7499 1186 2023 421 1256 302 .270 
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Shunichi Amachi 天野  貞祐  
(1903-1976) 
Manager: Dragons 1949-51, 1954, 1957-58 
 

Amachi is generally regarded as the Dragons’ finest 
manager.  Born in Nishinomiya (Hyogo Prefecture), 
he was a catcher at Shimotsuke Middle School and 
later at Meiji University in the early to mid-1920s, 
where he formed a potent battery with star pitcher, 
Yoshio Yuasa.  After a stint with the Daimai team, 
Amachi became a Big Six University League umpire 
in 1929.  Unfortunately, he had to resign in 1931 as a 
result of a riot that took place during a game he was 
umpiring.  Amachi next took a job as a newspaper 
reporter.  Later, he became manager at Teikyo 
Commercial High School.  While at Teikyo, Amachi 
taught a young lanky pitcher named Shigeru 
Sugishita the forkball.  Finally, in 1949 he was named 
manager of the Chunichi Dragons.  That same year, 
Sugishita joined the team. 
 
Amachi’s pro managerial career was a study in 
excellence.  In his six seasons at the helm, the 
Dragons never finished lower than third place.  His 
overall record was 439 wins and 316 losses, for a 
.581 winning percentage.  In 1954, he led the 
Dragons to the only Japan Series Championship in 
the team’s history behind the wicked forkball of 
Shigeru Sugishita, who won 32 games that year.  
After winning the championship, Amachi took two 
years off from managing.  He returned in 1957 to lead 
the Dragons to consecutive third-place finishes.  In 
1970, Amachi was elected to the Hall of Fame. 
 
 

 

 
 

1949 JK1 Karuta 
 

Selected Shunichi Amachi Cards 
 
1949 JK1 Karuta 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
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Hiromasa Arai  新井  宏昌 
(1952-) 
Hawks 1975-85, Buffaloes 1986-92 
 

Arai was one of the Pacific League’s most consistent 
hitters during the 1980s.  A left-handed batter, the 
5’9”, 145 pound Arai was primarily a table setter 
usually hitting second in the order.  Although he 
lacked power and blazing speed, he was a good hitter 
and run scorer.  During his 18-year career (1975-
1992), Arai hit over .300 seven times and finished 
with a lifetime .291 batting average.   
 
This Osaka native starred in the National High School 
Baseball Championships at Koshien, and later at 
Hosei University, prompting his selection as a second 
round draft choice of the Hawks in 1974.  Arai moved 
right into the Hawks lineup the following year, hitting 
.303 in 50 games as their starting centerfielder.   
Following three mostly unproductive seasons, he 
finished second in the batting race with a .358 
average in 1979.  For this effort, he was named to his 
first Best Nine team.  After an off year in 1980, Arai 
hit .300 and led the league in triples in 1981.  The 
following year, he again finished second in the batting 
race with a .315 average and was named to his 
second Best Nine team.  His average gradually 
dipped over the next three years, and after hitting only 
.262 in 1985 he was traded to the Kintetsu Buffaloes. 
 
Arai responded well to his new environment and was 
named to his third Best Nine team for hitting .288 with 
12 homers and a league-leading 31 doubles.  His 
finest season, however, came the following year.  In 
1987, he lead the Pacific League with a .366 batting 
average, hit a career high 13 homers, led the league 
with 5 triples and 184 hits, and also won a Gold 
Glove.  He was named to another Best Nine team. 
 
Arai continued to put in strong seasons for the 
Buffaloes through 1991.  In 1992, Arai reached 2,000 
hits and entered the Meikyukai.  After the season, he 
hung up his spikes. 
 
Overall, he was named to the Pacific League Best 
Nine team four times (1979, 1982, 1986, and 1987), 
was a 13 time All-Star, and won a Golden Glove in 
1987.  Since his retirement, he has served as a 
baseball commentator. 

 

 
 

1990 Lotte Gum #18 

 
Selected Hiromasa Arai Cards 
 
1987 Calbee #366 
1989 Calbee #29 
1989 Calbee #154 
1989 Calbee #384 
1989 Calbee #406 
1989 Lotte #18 
1990 Calbee #52 
1990 Calbee #149 
1990 Lotte #18 
1991 BBM #394 
1991 BBM All-Star #429 
1991 Calbee #181 
1991 Q Card 
1992 BBM #127 

 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2076 7011 933 2038 88 680 165 .291 
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Atsushi Aramaki  荒巻  淳 
(1926-1971) 
Orions 1950-61, Braves 1962 
 

This little (5' 8", 135 pounds) bespectacled lefty was 
one of the star pitchers of the 1950s.  His first year 
(1950) coincides with the birth of the Pacific League.  
In that rookie season, Aramaki led the expansion 
Mainichi Orions to the first Japan Series title, 
compiling a league leading 26-8, 2.08 record.  
Needless to say, he was named Rookie of the Year. 
 
From 1950 to 1961 Aramaki was a mainstay of the 
Orions' staff, posting a career record of 173-107.  He 
won 20 or more games three times and had a winning 
record in each of his first ten seasons.  During that 
time, his ERA remained under 2.45 each year!  
Despite winning as many as 24 and having ERAs in 
the 2.10s, Aramaki never led the league in a major 
pitching category after his rookie year. 
 
Relying on a variety of off-speed pitches, Aramaki 
pitched a complete game victory in Japan's only win 
against the visiting New York Giants in 1953.  His 
pitching impressed the Major Leaguers enough for 
Bill Veeck to make Aramaki a standing offer for a 
tryout with the Indians.  Enos Slaughter, who played 
against Aramaki during the tours, commented “that 
fellow could wind up in the Majors right now.” 
 
By 1960, Aramaki’s effectiveness had declined 
greatly.  He was used exclusively as a reliever in 
1960 and 61, and didn’t win a game despite 44 
outings.  After the 1961 season, Aramaki moved to 
the Braves but appeared in only 2 games before 
retiring. 
 
Aramaki was named to the All-Star team on five 
occasions.  His 2.23 ERA is the eighth best in the 
history of Japanese baseball.  After retiring, he 
coached the Braves and Swallows.  Unfortunately, 
his untimely death at the age of 44 occurred prior to 
his Japan Hall of Fame induction in 1985. 
 

 

 
 

1950 JRM 1C Menko 
 

Selected Atsushi Aramaki Cards 
 
1950 JDM 6 Kagome Diecut Menko RC 
1950 JRM 1C Menko RC 
1950 JBR 2 Bromide RC 
1950 JBR 7 Bromide RC 
1950 JBR 9 Bromide RC 
1950 JGA 4 Game RC 
1950 Yakyu Timu Awase RC 
1951 JBR 1 Bromide 
1951 JK 6 Boken Oh 
1951 Osato Gangu  
1956 JBR 19 Marumatsu Bromide 
1957 JCM 9 Menko  
1957 JCM 27 Yamakatsu Menko  
1958 JCM 29 Menko  

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
508 173 107 2202 1834 1069 458 2.23 (8th) 
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Michio Arito  有藤  通世 
(1949-    ) 
Player: Orions 1969-86 
Manager: 1987-89 
 

Arito was the premier third baseman in the Pacific 
League during the 1970s.  An all-around player, the 
6’1”, 180 lb. Arito hit for average, socked twenty or 
more home runs in eleven seasons, stole fifteen or 
more bases ten times, and won four Gold Gloves 
(1972-75).   
 
A right-handed batter, Arito was a first round draft 
choice in 1968 and became an immediate success.  
He started his career by winning the Pacific League 
Rookie of the Year in 1969 with a .285 batting 
average and 21 home runs.  That year he was named 
to the Best Nine Team for the first of seven straight 
seasons.  Arito was even better in 1970, hitting .306 
with 25 homers and 27 stolen bases.  His success 
would continue for the next decade.  From 1971 to 
1980, he hit at least 20 home runs in nine seasons 
and stole 20 or more bases five times.   
 
In 1974, Arito helped the Orions win their only Japan 
Series by hitting 25 homers and stealing 20 bases.  
Three years later, he led the Pacific League in batting 
with a .329 average.  By his retirement in 1986, Arito 
had racked up 2057 hits including 348 roundtrippers.  
He was named to ten Best Nine teams. 
 
Following an undistinguished stint as the Orions 
manager from 1987-89, he became a television 
commentator. 
 

 

 

 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 

 
Selected Michio Arito Cards 
 
1975 NST #76 
1975 NST #125 
1975 JA5 Blank Back 
1975/76 Nippon Ham 
1976 JY1 Yamakatsu 
1977 JY1b Yamakatsu 
1977 JY3 Yamakatsu 
1977 NST #73 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #30 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #57 
1979 TCMA #63 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1993 BBM #464 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2063 7303 1171 2057 348 1061 282 .282 
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Takehiko Bessho  別所  毅彦 
(1922-1999) 
Hawks 1942-1948; Giants 1949-1960 
 

Takehiko Bessho was Japan's premier pitcher during 
the late 1940s and early 1950s.  He started his career 
with the Hawks in 1942 but did not emerge as a star 
until after World War II.  Sporting a variety of off-
speed deliveries, Bessho’s 19 victories helped the 
1946 Hawks, known as the Great Ring that season, 
to the first post-war championship.  The following 
year (1947), he won the Sawamura Award by winning 
30 games, striking out 191 and posting a 1.86 ERA.  
He also completed 47 of his 50 starts, setting the 
single season Japanese record for complete games!  
After winning 26 with a 2.06 ERA in 1948, Bessho 
went to the Yomiuri Giants.   
 
From 1949 to the mid 1950s, the popular Bessho 
became the mainstay of the Giants staff helping them 
win nine Central League titles before retiring in 1960.  
Bessho’s finest season with the Giants came in 1952 
when he won 33, struck out 153, posted a 1.94 ERA 
and led the league with 371 innings pitched.  He was 
presented with the Central League MVP award for 
this performance. 
 
Bessho was also a strong hitter.  He had a .254 
lifetime batting average with 35 home runs.  During 
the 1950 season, he hit .344 with four homers and 28 
RBI in 151 at bats.  He stuck out only six times that 
year. 
 
During his career, Bessho won two Sawamura 
Awards (1947 and 1955) and two MVP Awards (1952 
and 1956) as well as leading the league in wins three 
times, and strikeouts and ERA once apiece.  Bessho 
ranks fifth on the all-time list for wins with 310, 
seventh for ERA with 2.18, fourth in complete games 
and shutouts, and eighteenth for strikeouts with 1932.  
After he retired, Bessho became a renowned 
baseball commentator.  He was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1979 and died in 1999. 

 

 

1949 JDM 2 Mask Menko 

 
Selected Takehiko Bessho Cards 
 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JRM 1 Green/Red Menko 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JCM2 Baseball Back Menko 
1948 JBR10 Sepia Bromides 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen Game 
1949 JDM 2 Mask Menko 
1949 JRM 2 Starburst Menko 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JBR7 Bromide 
1950 JGA4 Color Game 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1992 BBM #34 
2000 Century’s Best #6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
662 310 (5th) 178 4350 (5th) 3629 (7th) 1934 1206 (6th) 2.18 (th) 
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Kaoru Betto  別当  薫 
(1920-1999) 
Player: Tigers 1948-49, Orions 1950-57 
Manager: Orions 1954-59, Buffaloes 1962-64, Whales 1968-72, 1977-79 
 

Known as the “Gentleman of Baseball,” Betto  was a 
collegiate star who didn’t enter professional baseball 
until he was 28 years old.  The bespectacled, right-
handed slugger had a graceful spread-legged batting 
stance resembling Joe DiMaggio’s.   
 
Betto signed with the Hanshin Tigers in 1948.  Widely 
popular, he hit .328 with 13 homers as a rookie and 
was selected to his first of six consecutive Best Nine 
teams.  The following season, he hit .322 with 39 
home runs and 126 RBI.   
 
With the creation of the Pacific League in 1950, Betto 
left the Tigers for the Mainichi Orions.  The slender 
slugger (5’ 11”, 165 lb.) batted .335 with 43 homers, 
105 RBI, and 34 stolen bases to win the 1950 MVP 
award as he led the Mainichi Orions to the first Japan 
Series Championship.  The following year, Betto hit 
.308 with a homer in seven games against Eddie 
Lopat’s Major League All-Stars.  Betto hit over .300 
again in the 1951 season but his production had 
begun to drop.  In 1952, he dipped to .279 with 18 
homers and 40 stolen bases.  He bounced back to hit 
.305 in 1953 but hit only eleven dingers.  The 
following year, Betto became the Orions player-
manager.  He gradually played less each year until 
he retired as an active player in 1957.   
 
Betto enjoyed considerable success as a manager, 
skippering the Orions, Buffaloes, and Whales.  He 
retired as a manager after the 1979 season.  A 
lifetime .300 hitter, Betto was elected to the Japan 
Hall of Fame in 1988.  He passed away in 1999. 

 

 
 

1949 JCM4 All Japan/Seals 
 
 
Selected Kaoru Betto Cards 
 
1948 JRM1 Green/Red Menko RC 
1949 JRM18 Colored Border Menko RC 
1948 JRM19 Multicolor Menko RC 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball RC 
1949 JRM2 Starburst Menko 
1949 JRM4 Playing Card Menko 
1949 JCM4 All Japan/Seals 
1949 JDM2 Mask Menko 
1949 JDM3 Airplane Menko 
1949 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1950 JBR7 Bromide 
1951 Osato Gangu 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
891 3191 607 965 155 549 186 .302 
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Shigeru Chiba  千葉  茂 
(1919-    ) 
Player: Giants 1938-1956 
Manager: Buffaloes 1959-61 
 

Nicknamed “the Formidable Buffalo”, diminutive 
Shigeru Chiba was the Giants second baseman from 
1938 to 1958.  His small stature (5'; 6", 140 lbs.) didn't 
prevent him from becoming a superstar.  Chiba 
excelled at “little ball”, being an excellent bunter and 
a master of the hit and run.  Although right-handed 
batter, he rarely hit to left field but instead took pitches 
the other way and up the middle.  He had a great eye, 
leading the Central League in walks for three straight 
years (1950-52).  He was also known as a strong 
defensive player who showboated in the field. 
 
Chiba was recognized as a national baseball star as 
early as elementary school.  The Matsuyama High 
School graduate also starred at Koshien, the 
hallowed high school tournament in 1935.  Chiba 
joined the Yomiuri Giants in 1938 and immediately 
became the starting second baseman.  In his rookie 
season, he hit .295 -- 66 points higher than the league 
average.  Before the war, Chiba hit third in the Giants 
lineup and was often among the top ten in RBI and 
runs scored. 
 
After serving in the war from 1942-1945, Chiba 
returned to the Giants mainly as a leadoff or second 
hitter.  He quickly re-established himself as one of the 
league’s most consistent hitters and top run scorers.  
In 1948, Chiba set a record that still stands by scoring 
six times in a single game.   
 
Chiba was selected to seven consecutive "Best Nine" 
teams (1947-53) and was a five time All-Star.  In 
1951, he hit .290 against Eddie Lopat’s touring Major 
League All-Stars.  Chiba retired as an active player in 
1956 and later managed the Kintetsu Buffaloes from 
1959-61.  He was elected to the Japan Hall of Fame 
in 1980. 

 
 

1949 JRM4 Playing Card Menko 

 
Selected Shigeru Chiba Cards 
  
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JRM20 Menko 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1949 JRM4 Playing Card Menko 
1949 JRM2 Starburst Menko 
1948 Alps Shonen 
1949 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JCM21 
1950 JBR7 Bromide 
1951 Osato Gangu 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Menko 
1992 BBM #33 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1512 5643 981 1605 96 691 155 .284 
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Masahiro Doi   土井  正博 
(1943-    ) 
Buffaloes 1962-74, Lions 1975-81 
 

A right-handed power hitter, Doi is probably the 
Kintetsu Buffaloes all-time greatest position player.  
His career totals indicate that Doi is also among 
Japan’s all-time greatest hitters.  Doi consistently hit 
for power, pounding out 20 or more home runs in 15 
seasons with a high of 40 in 1971.  He also hit above 
.270 for twelve straight seasons (1963-1974).  He 
ranks eighth in career hits, tenth in homers and RBI, 
and eleventh in walks. 
 
After modest rookie and sophomore seasons, Doi 
became a star in 1964 as he hit .296 with 28 homers 
and 98 RBI.  He also led the Pacific League in hits.   
Doi followed up his breakout year with two nearly 
identical average seasons, hitting .271 with 24 
homers in 1965 and .275 with 21 homers in 1966.  His 
1967 campaign, however, was outstanding.  He led 
the Pacific League in hits, hit .323 with 28 dingers, 
and racked up 93 RBI.  He was also named to his first 
Best Nine team. 
 
Doi put together another pair of strong seasons in 
1968 and 1969, hitting over .300 and smacking 20 
homers both years.  His finest season came in 1971 
when he hit .309 with 40 homers and 113 RBI.  He 
was, however, omitted from the Best Nine team.  
During the next two seasons, Doi once again reached 
the .300 plateau with 30 homers in 1972 and 29 in 
1973. 
 
After the 1974 season, the Buffaloes traded Doi to the 
Lions.  Doi responded by winning his only home run 
crown with 34.  Doi’s batting average, however, had 
begun to dip.  With the exception of a great 1978 
season (.303, 26 HR and 75 RBI), his average 
hovered in the .250 to .270 range for six of his last 
eight seasons.  Doi retired in 1981 after hitting only 
.200 in 130 at bats. 
 
During his 20-year career, Doi racked up 465 home 
runs, 2452 hits and 1400 RBI.  Yet, because he 
played for the relatively unpopular Buffaloes, he 
rarely received the recognition he deserved.  The 5’ 
10”, 185 lb. outfielder was selected to only three Best 
Nine teams. 

 

 
 
 

1963 JCM13c Marusho 

 
Selected Masahiro Doi Cards 
 
1962 JCM13b Marusho RC 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1973/74 Calbee #95 
1973/74 Calbee #257 
1974/75 Calbee #62 
1974/75 Calbee #124 
1974/75 Calbee #216 
1974/75 Calbee #249 
1975/76 Calbee #28 
1975/76 Calbee #73 
1975/76 Calbee #98 
1975/76 Calbee #209 
1975/76 Calbee #249 
1975/76 Calbee #338 
1977 NST #13 
1979 TCMA15 

 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2449 (7th) 8694  

(7th) 
1105 2452 

(8th) 
465 

(10th) 
1400 
(10th) 

78 .282 
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Yutaka Enatsu  江夏  豊 
(1948-    ) 
Tigers 1967-75, Hawks 1976-77, Carp 1978-80, Fighters 1981-83, Lions 1984 
 

The left-handed Enatsu is among the most enigmatic 
players in the history of Japanese ball.  On the 
mound, he was brilliant.  Off the mound, Enatsu led a 
troubled life.  He slept during team practices, chained 
smoked 100 cigarettes a day, associated with 
gangsters and had drug abuse problems.  Despite 6 
straight strikeout titles and 206 wins, he played for 5 
different teams in 10 years.   
 
Enatsu went directly from high school to the Hanshin 
Tigers in 1967.  With a great fastball and curve, he 
led the Central League in strikeouts in his rookie 
season.  In 1968, he won the Sawamura Award with 
25 wins and 401 strikeouts (a single season record 
that still stands today).  Enatsu led the Central 
League in both strikeouts and ERA in 1969.  From 
1970 through 1973, Enatsu won 20 or more games 3 
times, led the league in strikeouts 3 times, and in 
complete games and shutouts twice.  In 1973, he also 
hurled a no-hitter against the Dragons.  Enatsu, 
however, began to have problems off the field.  In 
1970, he was suspended for two weeks for 
involvement with gamblers and began feuding with 
Tigers’ manager Minoru Murayama. 
 
After disappointing 1974 and 1975 seasons, Enatsu 
was swapped to the Hawks and converted to a closer.  
He led the Pacific League with 19 saves in 1977, but 
nonetheless was traded to Hiroshima at season’s 
end.  In his 3 years with the Carp, Enatsu led the 
league in saves twice and helped the team to two 
Japan Series titles.  He also picked up the 1979 
Central League MVP Award.  Following the 1980 
season, the Carp traded Enatsu to the Fighters.  
Enatsu quickly re-established himself as the Pacific 
League’s top reliever winning 3 consecutive save 
titles.  His 25 saves in 1981 helped bring the Fighters 
to the Japan Series and gained him a second MVP 
Award.  Despite a 2.33 ERA and 34 saves in 1983, 
he was traded to Seibu after the season.  After 
shoving the Lions’ manager, he was released in 
1984.  In 1985, he reported to spring training with the 
Milwaukee Brewers but failed to take the Major 
League team. 
 
He retired with 193 saves (2nd on the all-time list), 
2987 strikeouts (5th on the all-time list) and a 2.49 
ERA.  In 2000, the Japanese fans voted Enatsu the 
greatest pitcher in the history of Japanese baseball. 

 

 
 

1975/76 Calbee #303 

 
Selected Yutaka Enatsu Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #51 FC 
1973/74 Calbee #100 
1973/74 Calbee #124 
1973/74 Calbee #202 
1973/74 Calbee #246 
1974/75 Calbee #30-32 
1974/75 Calbee #96-97 
1974/75 Calbee #173 
1974/75 Calbee #238 
1975/76 Calbee #3 
1975/76 Calbee #141 
1975/76 Calbee #244 
1975/76 Calbee #303 
1975/76 Calbee #986 
1978 Yamakatsu 
1979 TCMA #27 
1980 Yamakatsu 
1982 Calbee #192 
1982 Calbee #311 
1983 Calbee #11 

 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
829  (5th) 206 158 3196 2340 2987  (5th) 936 2.49 
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Kihachi Enomoto  獲本  着八 
(1940-    ) 
Orions 1955-1971, Lions 1972 
 

A perennial All-Star during the late 1950s and 1960s, 
Enomoto played from 1955 to 1971 with the Orions 
and one year (1972) with the Lions.  The slight (5’ 7 
½ “, 156 pound) left-hander made an instant impact 
in his first year of pro-ball by hitting .298 with 16 home 
runs and capturing Rookie of the Year honors.  
Throughout most of his career, Enomoto hit in the 
third spot preceding fellow Meikyukai member 
Kazuhiro Yamauchi.  Enomoto set the table well, 
batting over .300 six times, leading the league in both 
walks and hits four times each, and scoring 75 or 
more runs six times.  He also had a .298 lifetime 
batting average and a .383 career on-base 
percentage. 
 
Enomoto had many fine seasons, but his best may 
have come in 1960 when he won the batting title with 
a .344 average and led the league in hits and runs 
scored. That year, Enomoto, Yamauchi, and pitcher 
Shoichi Ono each had career years and, under the 
guidance of rookie manager and future Hall of Famer 
Yukio Nishimoto, brought the Orions the pennant. 
 
After a string of great years, Enomoto cooled off in 
1965 as his average fell to .268.  After the season, he 
purchased, for a reported $1,667, a batting cage with 
a plastic roof  (in case of rain) and placed it in his 
backyard.  His investment paid off and in 1966 he led 
the Pacific League with a .351 average.  Enomoto 
had another four productive years with the Orions 
until his bat began to slow in 1971.  After a final 
season with the Lions in 1972, he retired.   
 
Overall, Enomoto won two batting titles, led the 
league in runs once, hits four times, and walks four 
times.  He was selected to the Best Nine Team nine 
times.  Despite his 2,314 career hits and .298 batting 
average, Enomoto is not currently in the Hall of Fame.  
Interestingly, although he has qualified for induction 
in the Meikyukai, he has repeatedly refused to be 
enshrined. 

 

 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 

 
 
 
 

Selected Kihachi Enomoto Cards 
 
1957 JCM26 Menko 
1957 JCM9 Menko 
1957 JBR17 Bromide 
1959 JCM32c Marumatsu 
1960 JBR3 4in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM13a Marusho 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2222 7763  (13th) 1169  (14th) 2314  (12th) 246 979 153 .298  (16th) 
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Shinichi Eto  江藤  慎一 
(1937-    ) 
Dragons 1959-69, Orions 1970-71, Whales 1972-74, Lions 1975-76 
 

A star slugger for the Chunichi Dragons during the 
1960s, Eto was the Central League’s most feared 
batter after Nagashima and Oh.  Eto began his pro 
career with the Dragons as a catcher in 1959.  He had 
instant success, hitting .281 with 15 homers, 84 RBI, 
and 13 steals.  An ironman, Eto played in every 
Dragons game from 1959 through part of 1965 when 
muscle injuries began to limit his playing time.  During 
the early 1960s, Eto emerged as a true star, hitting 
20 or more home runs in nine straight seasons and 
finished second in the league (behind Sadaharu Oh) 
during the 1965, 1966, 1967, and 1968 seasons.  Eto 
also won batting titles in 1964 and 1965.  His best 
season came in 1965 when won the batting crown 
with a .336 average, hit 29 homers and had a .439 
on-base percentage. 
 
In 1970, Eto openly objected to a curfew imposed by 
manager Shigeru Mizuhara.  Refusing to adhere to it 
or to pay his fines, Eto quit the Dragons.  He returned 
to baseball later in the season after he was traded to 
the Orions.  In his first season in the new league, Eto 
was limited to 146 at bats but still smacked eleven 
dingers to go with a .288 batting average as the 
Orions took the pennant.  In 1971, Eto was back to 
full strength and responded by winning the batting 
title with a .337 average and banging out 25 home 
runs and 91 RBI.  After the 1971 season, Eto played 
three years with the Whales and then ended his 
career with two years on the Lions as a 
player/manager. 
 
Eto did particularly well against touring Major League 
teams.  Playing against the Giants (1960), Tigers 
(1962), Dodgers (1966), and Cardinals (1968), he hit 
.409 (18 for 44) with 3 home runs and 17 RBI.  Eto 
was selected to the Best Nine team five times.  He 
finished his career with 2,057 hits, 367 home runs 
and a .287 batting average.  He has not yet been 
elected to the Hall of Fame. 

 

 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game RC 

Selected Shinichi Eto Cards 
 
1959 JCM39 Marusho RC 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game RC 
1960 JCM30c Team Name Back 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 B&W 
1961 JCM35 Doyusha 
1961 JCM13a Marusho 
1961 JCM14d Marukami 
1962 JCM13b Marusho 
1962 JCM14e Marukami 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM11 Marusan 
1964 JG1 Morinaga 
1967 JG4 Kabaya-Leaf 
1975 Calbee #349 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2084 7156 924 2057 367  (16th) 1189  (15th) 78 .287 
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Hideo Fujimoto (Nakagami)  藤本   英雄 
(1918-1997) 
Giants 1942-1946, 1948-1955.  Dragons 1947 
 

His pitching exploits during the War Years are 
legendary, but he’s best known as the man who threw 
Japan Baseball’s first perfect game.  Fujimoto was 
born in Yamaguchi Prefecture.  He attended 
Shimonoseki Commercial High School and Meiji 
University before joining the Giants in 1942.  At Meiji, 
he won 32 games, lost only 9, and led his school to 
two Big Six League championships.  In Spring 1942, 
he gave Japan a preview of what was to come by 
hurling a no hitter against Rikkio University. 
 
Fujimoto joined the Giants in mid-season 1942.  He 
finished with 10 wins and no losses and fashioned an 
0.81 ERA  The hard throwing right-hander actually 
improved upon that mark in 1943!  In an 84 game 
season, he was the winning pitcher in 34 of the 
Giants’ 54 victories, losing only 11 times, with an 
incredibly microscopic 0.73 ERA, the lowest ever 
recorded.  He pitched 19 shutouts including twice 
holding the opposition scoreless on consecutive 
days.  He went 62 consecutive innings without 
allowing a run.  He pitched a no hitter.  And he found 
time to get married in 1943, changing his surname to 
Nakagomi (He was still generally known as Fujimoto 
throughout his playing career).  Amazingly, despite 
the Giants’ winning the pennant, the league MVP 
award went to the Tigers’ Shosei Go for his .300 
average and 54 stolen bases. 
 
Because of wartime commitments, in 1944, only six 
of the Giants’ normal players were still on the team.  
As a result of this player shortage, the 26-year-old 
Fujimoto was named manager.  Always an 
outstanding hitter for a pitcher (.245 lifetime average) 
and an occasional outfielder, Fujimoto batted third for 
the Giants and hit .267 in a war-shortened 35 game 
season.  In 1946, Japan baseball started anew.  
Fujimoto was relieved as manager in June, but 
managed to win 21 games and lead the league in 
ERA  It was the second of his four 20 win seasons.   
 
By 1948, the little (5’7”, 145 lb.) fastballer had a sore 
shoulder.  However, he changed his delivery from 
“over the top” to sidearm and developed the first 
slider ever used in Japanese baseball.  The effect of 
this new pitch was immediate.  Fujimoto won 26 
games and captured his third ERA title in 1949, 
winning the Sawamura (Japanese Cy Young) Award.  
In 1950, he won 24 games and pitched Japan Pro 
Baseball’s first perfect game.   

 

 
1951 Osato Gangu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Hideo Fujimoto Cards 
 
1948 NC Pin Wheel Menko 
1948 Yakyu Shonen 
1948 JGA2 Purple Tint Dice Game 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1950 JBR7 Bromide 
1950 JGA4 Color Game 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 
1951 Osato Gangu 
1953 JBR11 Bromide 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1995 BBM #328 
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Fujimoto remained effective for several years 
thereafter, winning 16 games in 1952 and 17 in 1953.  
His career record (200-87, 1.90) includes the highest 
winning percentage and lowest ERA in history. 
 
After retirement, Fujimoto managed the Daiwa 
Securities town ball team.  Next, he spent many years 
as the Yomiuri Shinbun (owners of the Giants) 
representative at their branch office in Los Angeles.  
He entered the Hall of Fame in 1976.  In 1997, he 
died of a myocardial infarction. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
367 200 87 2628.1 1994 1177 661 1.90 (1st) 
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Sadayoshi Fujimoto  藤本  定義 
(1904-1981) 
Manager: Giants 1936-1942, Pacific 1946, Robins 1947, Stars 1948-1956, Braves 1957-1959, Tigers 1961-
1968 

 
Fujimoto was one of the most successful managers 
in Japan Pro Baseball history.  Born in Matsuyama 
(Ehime Prefecture), he pitched and played third base 
for powerful Matsuyama Commercial High School 
from 1920 to 1923, participating in the National 
Championships each year.  He next played for 
Waseda University and the Osaka Railway Bureau 
team.  In the early 1930s, he accepted a managerial 
post for the Tokyo Railway Administration Bureau 
team.  In 1935, fresh from their triumphant U.S. Tour, 
the Tokyo Giants played Fujimoto’s team and lost 
twice.  Shortly thereafter, Fujimoto was hired to be the 
Giants’ manager. 
 
Fujimoto’s first year with the Giants was also Japan 
Pro Baseball’s first season (1936).  During his tenure, 
the Giants won seven league championships and 
finished second twice.  This period has come to be 
known as the Giants’ First Golden Era.  In 1943, 
Fujimoto resigned and joined Japan’s military effort.  
In 1946, he returned to manage Pacific, and their 
successors, the Robins.  Fujimoto began to lose his 
golden touch as his teams finished in seventh place 
in 1946 and 1947.  Next, he moved to the Stars for 
nine seasons.  Again, his teams were mediocre, 
generally finishing in the middle of the pack.  The 
pattern continued while he managed the Braves in 
the late 1950s. 
 
In midseason 1961, Fujimoto was hired to manage 
the Tigers, and his personal second Golden Era 
began.  Upon joining the Tigers, he spoke often of 
“turning to God for help” and was a believer in good 
omens.  In 1962, his prayers were answered, as the 
Tigers won their first league title in 15 years.  In 1964, 
they won another pennant.  While managing the 
Tigers, Fujimoto introduced the U.S. style pitching 
rotation to Japanese baseball.  Traditionally, 
Japanese managers had strategically selected 
starting pitchers without regard to when they last 
pitched, and announced the day’s pitcher only 
minutes before game time.  Fujimoto’s well-rested 
pitching staff helped the team to first, second or third 
place finishes in each of his eight seasons at the 
helm. 
 
After leaving the Tigers in 1968, Fujimoto became a 
baseball commentator.  In 29 pro seasons, his teams 
won 1,657 games, placing him third among all 
managers for lifetime games won.  He was selected 
for the Hall of Fame in 1974. 

 

 
 

1967 Kabaya-Leaf #101 

 
 
 

Selected Sadayoshi Fujimoto Cards 
 
1947 NC Sepia Bromide 
1949 JK1 Karuta 
1959 JG8 Jintan Gum 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #101 
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Fumio Fujimura  藤村  富美男 
(1916-1992) 
Tigers 1936-1958 
 

Fujimura was the heart and soul of the Hanshin 
Tigers for 23 years (1936-58).  As a schoolboy, he 
was already recognized as a star, playing in two 
national high school championships.  Originally a 
pitcher, Fujimura complied a 34-11 lifetime pitching 
record before being converted into a position player.  
Although he was primarily a third baseman, the 
compact (5’ 8”, 175 lbs.) right-handed batter, played 
every position on the diamond!  
 
Fujimura played in the inaugural year of Japanese 
pro ball and became an instant star hitting .297 in the 
spring and .346 in the fall tournaments.  Although he 
had an occasional off year (.202 in 1943), Fujimura 
usually hovered around .300 and was among the 
league leaders in RBI, doubles, runs scored, and 
games played.   
 
Known for his on-the-field intensity and temper, 
Fujimura was involved in an early episode of umpire 
abuse when he and Tigers’ manager Kenjiro Matsuki 
shoved and finally threw an umpire to the ground 
during a dispute over a strikeout.  Fujimura’s 
subsequent suspension ended his record of 1,014 
consecutive games.  
 
Fujimura was also known for his passion for movies 
and even had bit parts in three.  Very superstitious, 
he never shaved before games and wouldn’t hurt 
insects, believing that either action might hurt his 
batting. 
 
Fujimura’s finest seasons came in 1949 and 1950.  In 
1949, he earned the MVP award by hitting .332 with 
46 homers and 142 RBI.  The following year, he led 
the league with a .362 average, hit 39 homers, and 
knocked in 146 runs. 
 
Besides the 1949 MVP award, Fujimura was named 
to six consecutive Best Nine teams, and led the 
league in home runs twice, RBI five times, and batting 
average once. His .300 lifetime batting average ranks 
15th on the all-time list.  He was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1974. 

 

 
 

1948 JBM19 Menko 

 
 
Selected Fumio Fujimura Cards 
 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JBM19 Menko 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1949 JDM4 Kagome Diecut 
1949 JRM2 Starburst Menko 
1949 JRM4 Playing Card Menko 
1949 JCM4 All-Japan/Seals Menko 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu Bromide 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1558 5648 871 1694 224 1126 103 .300 (15th) 
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Motoshi Fujita  藤田  元司 
(1931-    ) 
Player: Giants 1957-1964 
Manager: Giants 1981-83, 1989-92 
 

Fujita was the Giants’ ace of the late 1950s.  
However, prior to turning pro, the little right-hander 
enjoyed a long and successful scholastic and 
industrial league pitching career.  As a result, he 
didn’t join the Giants until he was nearly 26 years old 
and had already logged thousands of innings.   
 
Fujita began his pro career by winning the Rookie of 
the Year Award in 1957 when he won 17 games, 
struck out 156, and posted a 2.48 ERA.  He topped 
his rookie season by winning the Central League 
MVP awards for the next two seasons (1958 and 
1959).  In 1958, he pitched the Giants to the pennant 
with 29 wins and a 1.53 ERA.  The following year, he 
led the league with 27 wins and had a 1.83 ERA.  
Unfortunately, 1959 was his last great season.  In 
1960, he began experiencing shoulder problems.  
With arm trouble setting in, Fujita’s workload and 
effectiveness was greatly reduced during his final five 
seasons.  During these years, he had only two 
winning seasons and never won more than 13 
games.   
 
Since his retirement as an active player in 1964, 
Fujita has managed the Giants twice (1981-1983 and 
1989-1992), with a stint as an NHK TV commentator 
in between.  During his seven years as manager, he 
led the Giants to four pennants and two Japan Series 
championships.   
 
Fujita’s 2.20 lifetime ERA is among the best in the 
history of Japanese baseball, but he is 299 innings 
shy of the minimum innings pitched to qualify as a 
career leader.  Fujita was elected to the HOF in 1996. 
 
 

 

 

1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu RC 

 
Selected Motoshi Fujita Cards 
 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu RC 
1957 JCM37 Marusho RC 
1958 JCM29 Cartoon Catcher Back 
1958 JCM31a Marukami 
1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu 
1959 JCM31c Marukami 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 B&W 
1960 JBR4 Doyusha 4in1 Color  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Totals 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
364 119 88 1701 1362 924 558 2.20 
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Taira Fujita   藤田  平 
(1947-    ) 
Player: Tigers 1966-1984  
Manager: Tigers 1996 
 

During the late 1960s and early 1970s the hefty (5’9”, 
180 lb.) Fujita was the premier shortstop in the 
Central League.  The Tigers superstar could do it all.  
He hit for average, batting .286 lifetime and topping 
.300 five times (including .358 in 1981).  He provided 
power from the left side of the plate – 207 lifetime 
home runs and eleven seasons in double digits.  He 
had decent speed, leading the league in triples in 
1967.  He was a strong fielder, winning Gold Gloves 
in 1973, ’75 and ’81.  But most impressive of all was 
his fantastic batting eye.  In 1978 he did not strike out 
for 208 consecutive at bats!  In eight out of his last 
nine full seasons, he struck out fewer than 30 times! 
 
Fujita’s career started modestly, as he hit just .235 in 
153 rookie at bats.  The following year (1967), 
however, he became a star.  Fujita hit .291 with 19 
home runs and led the Central League in hits, 
doubles, triples, and at bats.  He was also selected to 
his first Best Nine team.  With the exception of a poor 
1968 season, Fujita routinely hit between .270 and 
.300 with about 15 homers each season throughout 
the 1970s. 
 
Fujita switched to first base beginning in 1978.  He 
missed most of the 1979 season, but returned to win 
Comeback Player of the Year honors in 1981 with a 
league-leading .358 batting average.  Fujita started 
for the Tigers for two more years before switching to 
a part-time role in 1984.   He retired after the ’84 
season.  After retirement he stayed in professional 
baseball and managed the Tigers in 1996. 
 
Fujita’s career highs included 28 homers, 30 doubles, 
10 triples, 12 stolen bases, and a .358 average.  He 
led the Central League in batting, hits, and triples 
once each, doubles three times, and at bats four 
times.  He was selected to the Central League Best 
Nine Team six times, and amassed 2.064 career hits.   
 
 

 
 

 
 

1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
 
 
 

Selected Taira Fujita Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #76 
1973/74 Calbee #120 
1973/74 Calbee #259 
1974/75 Calbee #91 
1974/75 Calbee #92 
1974/75 Calbee #462 
1974/75 Calbee #559 
1974/75 Calbee #906 
1975/76 Calbee #24 
1975/76 Calbee #229 
1976 JY1 Yamakatsu 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1993 BBM #457 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2110 7217 854 2064 207 802 85 .286 
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Yutaka Fukumoto  福本  豊 
(1947-    ) 
Braves 1969-1988 
 

Japan’s Rickey Henderson, Fukumoto is one of the 
best players in the history of Japanese baseball.  He’s 
the only player in the world, besides Henderson, with 
over 1,000 lifetime stolen bases (1,065).   Fukumoto 
led the Pacific League in thefts every year from 1970 
to 1982, with a high of 106 in 1972.  Also, like 
Henderson, Fukumoto is Japan’s all-time greatest 
leadoff hitter.  The 5’6 ½” lefty is the career leader in 
both doubles and triples.  He led the Pacific League 
in runs scored ten times (including nine straight 
seasons-1972-80), walks six times, and hits four 
times.  He ranks second on the all-time runs scored 
list. 
 
Unlike Henderson, Fukumoto was a fantastic 
outfielder, winning twelve consecutive Gold Gloves 
(1972-83)!  He was also durable, playing every game 
in the season eight times and in at least 122 games 
in 16 different seasons.  He was selected for the 
Pacific League Best Nine team ten times and won the 
Pacific League MVP in 1972.  His playing helped the 
Braves capture eight pennants and three Japan 
Series titles. 
 
Fukumoto was first recognized for his baseball skills 
as a schoolboy in the Osaka area.  He came to the 
Braves from Matsushita Electric in the industrial 
leagues as a seventh round draft choice in 1968.  It 
was definitely the Braves’ best draft selection ever, 
as Fukumoto was ultimately named to 17 All-Star 
teams.  The Braves valued Fukumoto’s speed so 
much that they took out a $500,000 insurance policy 
on his legs!  In June of 1983, Fukumoto surpassed 
the then world career stolen base record held by Lou 
Brock, ultimately relinquishing the record to 
Henderson.  Since Fukumoto’s retirement, no 
Japanese player has even approached his base 
stealing excellence.  
 
 

 

 

1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #3 
 
 
 

Selected Yutaka Fukumoto Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #87 
1974/75 Calbee #539 
1975/76 Calbee #307 
1975/76 Calbee #1290 
1975/76 Calbee #1310 
1975/76 Calbee #1320 
1975/76 Calbee #1339 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #3 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1993 BBM #463 
1995 BBM #323 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2401 (8th) 8745 (6th) 1656 (2nd) 2543 (5th) 208 884 1065 (1st) .291 
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Ha “Shosei” Go  呉   昌征 
(1916-1987) 
Giants 1937-1943, Tigers 1944-1949, Orions 1950-1957 
 

Known as the “Human Locomotive,” this fleet footed 
outfielder was the premier lead-off hitter in the pre-
War era.  During his twenty-one year career, the tiny 
(5’ 6”, 140 lb.) left-hander led the league in batting 
twice, hits once, runs three times, triples once, walks 
once, and stolen bases once.   
 
Go was born in the Japanese colony of Formosa, now 
known as Taiwan, in 1916.  He signed with the Giants 
in 1937 and immediately became their leadoff hitter.  
In the Spring season, he hit .288 (5th in the league), 
stole 18 bases and led the league with 8 triples.  In 
the Fall season, he hit .326 but only batted 55 times.   
After a few off-years, Go had outstanding 1942 and 
1943 campaigns.  In 1942, he led the league with a 
.286 batting average, 62 runs scored, and 11 triples.  
He also swiped 40 bases (second best in the league).  
In 1943, Go won the MVP Award by leading the 
league in hits, runs scored, walks, games played, and 
in batting with a .300 average.   
 
The following year, he played for the Tigers.  His .297 
average and league-leading 19 stolen bases helped 
them win the championship. During World War II, as 
a result of hostilities between Japan and China, Go 
played under the name of Masayuki Ishii.   
 
In 1946, Go was added to the Tigers’ pitching rotation 
and hurled a no hitter against the Senators among his 
14 victories!  At bat, he hit .291 with 7 triples and 25 
stolen bases.   Go went back to the outfield in 1947, 
stole 40 bases, and led the league in runs scored. 
 
In 1950, Go left the Tigers for the Orions, hit .324 with 
29 stolen bases, and once again helped his new team 
to a championship.  Go played 7 more seasons for 
the Orions before retiring in 1957.   
 
Go currently ranks ninth on the all-time stolen base 
list, and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1995. 
 

 

 

1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 

 
Selected Ha Go Cards 
 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 
1948 JK3 Karuta 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1950 JRM8a Menko 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Awase 
1950 JGA4 Color Game 
1951 JGA11 Osato Gangu 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1700 4867 880 1326 21 389 381  (9th) .272 
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Shinji Hamazaki  浜崎  真二 
(1901-1981) 
Player:  Braves 1947-48, 1950 
Manager:  Braves 1948-53, Unions 1954-55, Swallows 1963 
 

He’s the answer to the trivia question, “Who was the 
oldest pitcher ever to win a game in the history of 
Japan Pro Baseball?”  In 1947, at the age of 45, 
Hamazaki was signed to pitch for the Braves!  In 1948 
he became a player/manager.  In 1950, he won the 
last of his five victories in 30 pro games! 
 
Not only was Hamazaki one of the oldest players 
ever, but he was also one of the smallest.  The 
pintsized portsider stood only 5’ 1 ½” and weighed 
but 110 lbs.!  It’s incredible that in his mid- to late 40s, 
he was able to compile a 5-5 won-loss record and an 
ERA of 4.03 in pro ball.  
 
Hamazaki was born in Hiroshima, where he attended 
Hiroshima Commercial High School.  He later 
transferred to Kobe Commercial High.  After 
graduation, he attended and played for Keio 
University.  He spent most of his prewar career 
playing for the South Manchurian Railroad team.  In 
1934, he took time out to play for the All-Japan team 
against the famous touring group of U.S. All-Stars led 
by Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. 
 
Beginning in 1951, Hamazaki became a non-playing 
manager for the Braves.  He stayed through the 1953 
season.  During his six-year tenure, the Braves were 
generally a middle of the pack team.  In 1954 and ’55, 
he managed the ill-fated Takahashi and Tombo 
Unions, who ultimately merged with the Orions.  
These were two of Japan’s all-time worst teams.  
Hamazaki had one more shot, managing the 
Swallows to a fourth place finish in 1963.  He was 
elected to the Japan Hall of Fame in 1978. 
 

 

 

1949 NC Seals Tour Bromide 
 

 
Selected Shinji Hamazaki Cards 
 
1949 NC Seals Tour Bromide 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
30 5 5 105 115 23 47 4.03 
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Isao Harimoto  張本  勲 
(1940-    ) 
Flyers/Fighters 1959-75, Giants 1976-79, Orions 1980-81 
 

One of the most underrated baseball players in the 
world, Harimoto is the only Japanese player to have 
over 3,000 lifetime hits.  He also hit more than 500 
home runs, making him a member of an exclusive 
club consisting only of Mays, Aaron, Eddie Murray 
and Harimoto.  This left-handed hitting outfielder 
overcame tremendous odds to join the pantheon of 
hitting icons.  Harimoto was born in Hiroshima to 
Korean parents.  In 1944, the ring finger and pinky of 
his right hand were severely burned, making it nearly 
impossible for him to grip a bat.  Only constant 
practice enabled him to play ball at all. In 1945, he 
was being carried out of town by his mother when the 
atom bomb struck, killing his sister. 
 
Harimoto made his pro baseball debut in 1959 with 
the Flyers and was chosen the Rookie of the Year, 
hitting .275 with 13 homers.  It would be one of the 
worst seasons of his career.  From 1960 to 1978, 
Harimoto hit under .300 only three times.  During this 
period, he won seven batting titles.  His .3834 batting 
average in 1970 broke Hiroshi Oshita’s record for the 
highest single season average.  Harimoto’s record 
has been subsequently broken by Randy Bass (.389 
in 1986) and Ichiro Suzuki (.385 in 1994).    Playing 
in the Pacific League for most of his career, Harimoto 
received far less attention than other stars of the era 
like Oh and Nagashima.  In 1976, however, he came 
to the Giants and teamed up with Oh. He responded 
by hitting .355 with 22 home runs and helped the 
Giants to two straight pennants. 
 
Harimoto was an 18 time All-Star and was named to 
16 Best Nine teams. He retired after the 1981 season 
with 3,085 hits (1st on the all-time list), 504 Home 
runs (6th on the all-time list), 1,676 RBI (4th on the 
all-time list), and a .319 career batting average (3rd on 
the all-time list).  Harimoto was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1990.  Recently, he has served as an 
assistant to the Korean Pro Baseball Commissioner. 

 

 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back RC 

 
Selected Isao Harimoto Cards 

 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back RC 
1959 JCM32d Marumatsu RD 
1959 JCM33d Yamakatsu RC 
1959 JCM 33e Yamakatsu RC 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1961 JCM35 Doyusha 
1962 JCM13b Marusho 
1963 JCM13b Marusho 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #409 
1974/75 Calbee #64 
1975/76 Calbee #4 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2752  (2nd) 9666  (2nd) 1523  (3rd) 3085  (1st) 504  (6th) 1676  (4th) 319 .319  (3rd) 
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Ryohei Hasegawa 長谷川  良平 
(1930-    ) 
Player: Carp 1950-1963 
Manager: Carp 1965-67 
 

Hasegawa was the workhorse of the 1950s Carp staff 
and one of the most effective pitchers of the decade.  
Although only 5’ 6” and 123 pounds, Hasegawa relied 
on the screwball, the slow curve and sly pitching 
combinations to baffled opposing batters. 
 
Born in Aichi Prefecture in 1930, Hasegawa played in 
the industrial leagues before joining the newly created 
Hiroshima Carp in 1950.  His rookie season was 
disappointing as he went 15-27 with a 3.88 ERA for 
the bottom-dwelling Carp.  The following year, 
Hasegawa rebounded to win 17 – more than half of 
the Carp’s 32 total wins!  Hasegawa emerged as a 
star in 1953 with a 20 and 10 record.  His 20 wins 
ranked the fifth best in the league, and he placed in 
the top ten with a 2.66 ERA.  In 1954, Hasegawa 
again placed in the top ten with a stellar 1.82 ERA (4th 
best), 18 wins (6th best), and a league-leading 28 
complete games. 
 
Hasegawa’s finest season came in 1955 as he led the 
Central League with 30 wins.  Once again, his wins 
accounted for more than half of his team’s victories 
as the Carp won only 58.  Hasegawa also racked up 
the second-most number of innings (387 1/3) and 
posted a 1.69 ERA.  Hasegawa followed up his best 
season with two more twenty win performances, but 
poor run support led to losing records in both of these 
seasons.  In 1956, he went 22 and 22 with a 2.15 
ERA, and in 1956 he won 21 but lost 23 although he 
posted a 2.51 ERA.  After the 1956 season, 
Hasegawa never logged over 200 innings again, and 
never won more than 13 games for the remainder of 
his career.  Nevertheless, from 1957 to 1960 he 
posted ERAs in the 2.10s for three consecutive 
seasons.  By 1961, Hasegawa was reduced to an 
ineffective part-time starter.  He pitched for two more 
seasons before retiring after the 1963 season.  
Following his retirement, Hasegawa managed the 
Carp from 1965 to 1967, posting a 135-199 record. 
 
During his 14-year career, Hasegawa amassed 197 
wins against 208 losses and posted a 2.65 ERA.  He 
ranks in the top twenty-five career leaders in wins 
(23rd), innings pitched (13th), complete games (12th), 
shutouts (18th), losses (7th), and ERA (19th).  
Hasegawa was elected to the Hall of Fame in 2001. 

 

 
 

1959 JCM33i Yamakatsu 

 
Selected Ryohei Hasegawa Cards 
 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu Bromide 
1957 JBR18 Color Bromide 
1959 JCM14a Marukami 
1959 JCM33d Yamakatsu 
1959 JCM33i Yamakatsu 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 

 
Career Pitching Statistics 

 
G W L Inn H K BB ERA 

621 197 208 (7th) 3376.1 2977 1564 1026 2.65 



 
 

27 
 

Osamu Higashio  東尾  修 
(1950-    ) 
Player: Lions 1969-1988 
Manager: Lions 1995- 
 

Since 1995, the man with the Cheshire Cat grin has 
been the manager of the Seibu Lions, guiding them 
to Pacific League pennants in 1997 and 1998.  From 
1969 to 1988, he was one of the best pitchers in 
baseball. 
 
Higashio was the Lions’ first draft choice in 1968.  His 
first few seasons, however, were not encouraging.  
After going 0-2 with an 8.40 ERA his rookie season, 
Higashio lost 18 in 1970 and led the league in losses 
in 1971 and 1972.  In 1972 and 1973, he also led the 
league in earned runs.  In 1975, the 5’ 10" righty 
caught fire and led the Pacific League in wins, games, 
complete games, innings pitched and strikeouts as 
well as losses, hits against, and earned runs 
surrendered.  After this break-through season, 
Higashio became the mainstay on the Lions’ five 
championship teams during the 1980s.  His finest 
season came in 1983 when he led the league with 18 
wins and a 2.92 ERA.  He was selected as the Pacific 
League MVP as the Lions captured the Japan Series 
title. 
 
Higashio was voted to 10 All-Star teams (1.61 ERA), 
pitched in six Japan Series (1.79 ERA) and won six 
consecutive Gold Gloves.  He was voted Pacific 
League MVP in 1983 and 1987.  He was elected to 
Best Nine teams in 1983 and 1985.  His Overall 251-
247 won-loss record belies the fact that he was truly 
a big game pitcher. 
 
Higashio holds the rather dubious distinction of being 
the all-time leader in hit batsmen.  On one occasion, 
a Higashio fastball plunked American Dick Davis on 
the elbow.  A famous fistfight ensued in which Davis 
beat Higashio severely and received a lengthy 
suspension.  Higashio was also no stranger to off-the-
field problems, once being suspended for half a 
season for illegally gambling at mah jongg in the 
presence of yakuza (mafia) members. 
 

 

1983 Calbee #601 

 
Selected Osamu Higashio Cards 
 
1973/74 Calbee #112 
1973/74 Calbee #267-268 
1974/75 Calbee #69, 140, 576 
1975/76 Calbee #21, 111, 283 
1975/76 Calbee # 312a, 327, 848 
1977 Calbee #29, 94 
1979 Calbee #21 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu 44, 99 
1983 Calbee #26, 76, 601 
1984 Calbee #21 
1988 Takara 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
697 251 247 4086 4095 1684 1102 3.50 
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Masaji Hiramatsu   平松  政次 
(1947-    ) 
Whales 1967-1984 
 

Hiramatsu was one of the most effective pitchers of 
the early 1970s.  Hailing from Okayama Prefecture, 
Hiramatsu, after an outstanding scholastic pitching 
career, was drafted by the Dragons in 1965, but 
chose not to sign.  After a year, pitching for Japan Oil, 
the 5’9”, 160 lb. right-hander was drafted by the 
Whales in the second round and signed. 
 
After two disappointing seasons, Hiramatsu began to 
shine in 1969 when he pitched in a league-leading 57 
games, won 14, and posted a 2.56 ERA.  In 1970, 
Hiramatsu was at the top of his game.  He dominated 
batters, posting 25 victories, striking out 182, and 
giving up only 1.95 runs per game in a staggering 332 
2/3 innings.  For his performance, he was given the 
Sawamura Award and selected to the Central League 
Best Nine.  The following year, he won 17, struck out 
153, and posted a 2.23 ERA.  Although Hiramatsu 
was not presented with another Sawamura Award, he 
was named to his second Best Nine team.   
 
Hiramatsu paid for these two strenuous seasons, as 
his effectiveness steadily declined over the next eight 
years.  In 1972, he fell to 13-15 with a 3.44 ERA.  
Hiramatsu rebounded in 1973 with a 17-11 record 
and a 3.03 ERA, but the comeback was short-lived.  
In both 1974 and 1976, he led the Central League in 
both losses and runs surrendered. 
 
In 1979, Hiramatsu rebounded again to lead the 
Central League with a 2.39 ERA, but he never had a 
winning season again.  After going 1-10 with a 5.68 
ERA in 1984, Hiramatsu hung up his spikes. 
 
Since his retirement, Hiramatsu has been a sports 
commentator for Fuji TV and can be seen regularly 
on Japan Pro Baseball News. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1975-76 Calbee # 339 

 
Selected Masaji Hiramatsu Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #56-57 
1973-74 Calbee #197, 303 
1974-75 Calbee #43, 497, 614 
1975-76 Calbee # 284, 339, 478, 862 
1976 JRM10 Mitsuya Menko 
1976 JRM12 Mitsuya Menko 
1976 JY1 Yamakatsu 
1977 Calbee #104 
1980 Calbee #83, 273 
1981 Calbee #342 
1993 BBM #458 
1999 BBM #561 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
635 201 196 3360 3037 2045 990 3.31 
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Tatsuro Hirooka   広岡  達郎 
(1932-    ) 
Player: Giants 1954-1966 
Manager: Swallows 1977-79, Lions 1982-85 
 

Known as “The Iron Shogun” during his stellar 
managerial career, the 5’ 11", 155 lb. right-hand 
hitting shortstop first gained fame playing for Waseda 
University in the early 1950s. After signing with a 
handsome bonus, he joined the Yomiuri Giants in 
1954 and earned the Rookie of the Year honors with 
a.314 batting average and 15 dingers.  Hirooka, with 
his choke batting grip, was seen as possibly having 
Major League potential.  Unfortunately for the Giants, 
1954 proved to be Hirooka’s best offensive year.  He 
would not hit above .277 again and often landed in 
the low .200s.  Despite his poor batting, Hirooka was 
selected to six All-Star teams. He retired in 1966 with 
a lifetime average of only .240 and 114 home runs. 
 
Hirooka managed the Swallows (1977-79) and Lions 
(1982-85), winning Japan Series championships with 
both teams.  As a manager, he was probably the 
strictest disciplinarian ever.  His mantra was spiritual 
and physical perfection.  He controlled every moment 
of his players’ lives including grueling daily workouts, 
Spartan meals and even their sex lives!  
Nevertheless, his rigid style was highly successful as 
he won three Japan championships and a pennant in 
eight years of managing.  After retiring as a field 
manager, Hirooka became a general manager.  In 
1995, he was responsible giving Bobby Valentine the 
opportunity to manage the Chiba Lotte Marines, but 
a subsequent falling out between the two men led to 
Valentine’s dismissal after only one season.   
 
Hirooka was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1992. 
 

 

 
 

1954 JBR8 Bromide RC 

 
Selected Tatsuro Hirooka Cards 
 
1954 JBR8 Bromide RC 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1957 JCM28 Marukami 
1957 JCM9 Menko 
1958 JCM36 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM32a Marumatsu 
1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1959 JCM14b Marukami 
1975 NST #100 
1979 TCMA #25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1327 4513 603 1081 117 465 115 .240 
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Yoshinori Hirose  広瀬  叔功 
(1936-    ) 
Player: Hawks 1956-1977 
Manager: Hawks 1978-80 

 
A fleet-footed center fielder from Hiroshima, Hirose 
was the Hawks’ leadoff batter for much of the 1960s.  
While the 5’9”, 160 lb. Hirose was a good, right-
handed contact hitter with some power, his greatest 
claim to fame was his speed.  Hirose always took the 
largest leads in baseball, especially from first base.  
His base stealing percentage was phenomenal, 
usually ranging between 80% and 90% each year.  
He once stole 31 bases in a row without being thrown 
out.  Hirose led the Pacific League in stolen bases for 
five consecutive years (1961-1965) and reportedly 
was so adept at stealing bases that he never had to 
slide into second. He is currently second on the all-
time stolen base list.   
 
Hirose joined the Hawks as a pitcher, but was 
converted immediately to shortstop.  He hit over .280 
ten times with a high of .366, and reached double 
figures in home runs seven times.  His 187 hits in 
1963 remained the Pacific League record for the most 
hits in a season until Ichiro broke it in 1994.  That 
same season, Hirose also set a record for the most 
at bats in a single season (626).  That record still 
stands. He also led the league in batting once, hits 
once, runs scored four times, and triples twice.  
  
Hirose was an outstanding defensive player.  After 
several successful years at shortstop, he moved to 
center field in 1962.  With great range and a rifle arm, 
he was usually among the league leaders in putouts, 
fielding percentage, and assists.  During his 22-year 
career, he helped the Hawks to five Pacific League 
titles and was named to three Best Nine teams.  He 
currently ranks among the top ten leaders for career 
doubles and triples. 
  
Immediately upon retirement as an active player, 
Hirose was named manager of the Hawks.  After 
three less than spectacular seasons, he became an 
NHK commentator.  Hirose was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1999. 

 

 
 

1967 Kabaya-Leaf #318 

 
Selected Yoshinori Hirose Cards 
 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1959 JCM39 Marusho 
1959 JCM12a Marusan 
1959 JG8 Jintan Gum 
1960 JCM30c Team Name 
1960 JCM43e Marusan 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 B&W 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Color 
1960 JG9 Jintan Gum 
1961 JCM13a Marusho 
1961 JGA13 Doyusha Playing Cards 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #318 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2190 7637 1205  (12th) 2157 131 705 596  (2nd) .282 
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Tsuneo Horiuchi  堀内  恒夫 
(1948-    ) 
Giants 1966-1983 
 

Considered one of the "bad boys" of Japanese 
baseball, Horiuchi was the most charismatic and one 
of the best pitchers on the famed V-9 Giants.  Always 
slightly wild, Horiuchi's delivery caused his cap to fall 
to the ground.  In his rookie season (1966), he led the 
Central League with a spectacular 1.39 ERA, helping 
the Giants to their second of nine consecutive 
championships. He was selected Rookie of the Year 
and shared the Sawamura Award with Minoru 
Murayama. 
 
In 1965, the Giants drafted Horiuchi in the first round, 
straight off his high school campus.  The lanky right-
hander (6’ 1”, 160 lb.) was incredibly immature at the 
time.  His off-the-field antics and bad attitude often 
made the sports paper headlines and earned him the 
nickname, “Bad Boy Taro.”  In his early years, he was 
clearly the most recalcitrant Giants player in team 
history.  He was famous for walking backwards while 
sneaking out of the team dormitory after curfew.  That 
way, if caught, he could claim that he was just getting 
back, thus making the penalty for his infraction less 
severe!  He also eschewed the Giants’ conditioning 
program.  After his marvelous rookie season, he 
reported for his second year in such bad shape that 
he was demoted to the farm team.  In his early years, 
he was noted for his bragging about his pitching 
ability a la Mohammed Ali.  
 
Horiuchi never completely shed his bad boy image, 
but his consistent pitching year after year made 
Giants fans cheer.  He won 26 games in 1972.  For 
his efforts he was named Central League MVP, 
earned a second Sawamura Award and was named 
to the Central League Best Nine. He was also an 
excellent fielder (winning seven consecutive Gold 
Gloves) and a strong batter (hitting 21 career 
homers).  Surprisingly, despite his 203 career 
victories, Horiuchi led the league in major pitching 
categories only twice-- ERA in 1966 and wins in 1972.  

 

 
 

1967 Kabaya-Leaf #4 RC 

 
Selected Tsuneo Horiuchi Cards 
 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #4 RC 
1973 Calbee #13-15 
1973 Calbee #39 
1973 Calbee #45 
1973 Calbee #48 
1973/74 Calbee #158-161 
1974/75 Calbee #9-10 
1974/75 Calbee #169 
1974/75 Calbee #233 
1975/76 Calbee #76 
1975/76 Calbee #369 
1975/76 Calbee #528 
1977 Calbee #194 
1980 Calbee #103 
1999 BBM #557 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
560 203 139 3045 2725 1865 1095 3.27 
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Tokuji Iida   飯田  徳治 
(1924-    ) 
Player: Hawks 1947-1956, Swallows 1957-63 
Manager: Swallows 1966-67, Hawks 1969 
 

This right-handed first baseman and occasional 
outfielder was known for his durability as well as his 
playing ability.  At 5’ 8", 160 lbs., Iida was an all-
around player.  At various times he led the league in 
hits, RBI, doubles and stolen bases while batting over 
.300 four times.  Iida was the run producer on several 
great Hawks championship teams.  Hitting in the 
third, fourth, or fifth spots, he reached double figures 
in home runs in eight straight years (1948-55) and 
usually led the team in RBI.   
 
The Asano Middle School product joined the Hawks 
and Manager Tsuruoka in 1947.  In his rookie season, 
Iida split his time among first base, the outfield, and 
even the pitching mound, but he hit only .253.  
Cemented at first base the following year, Iida’s 
offensive numbers began to climb as he hit .280 with 
14 homers and 16 stolen bases.  Stardom came in 
1949 as Iida clubbed 27 home runs with 101 RBI, hit 
.322, stole 21 bases, and scored 103 runs.  Iida put 
up similar numbers in 1950, hitting .327 with 23 
homers, 97 RBI, 30 steals, and 90 runs scored.  He 
was rewarded by being named to the Pacific League 
Best Nine. 
 
Over the next five years, Iida led the Hawks to four 
Pacific League titles.  He was named to the Best Nine 
team from 1951 to 1953, and led the league in RBI 
twice, doubles twice, and hits and runs scored once 
each.  His finest offensive year came in 1952 when 
he hit .323 with 18 home runs and led the league with 
86 RBI, 29 doubles, 100 runs scored, and 153 hits.  
He lost the MVP Award, however, to teammate 
Susumu Yuki who led the league with a 1.91 ERA.  
Iida finally picked up the MVP in 1955 as he hit .310 
and led the league with 163 hits. 
 
Iida’s average dipped to .252 in 1956 and he was 
swapped to the Swallows at the end of the season.  
He responded by hitting .293 and leading his new 
league in stolen bases.  Going into the 1958 season, 
Iida had not missed a game due to injury for ten 
seasons (1,208 straight games).  In May, however, 
he ruptured his achilles tendon.  He recovered from 
that injury to enjoy several more productive seasons.  
He was elected to the Japan Hall of Fame in 1981. 
 

 

 
 

1947 NC Sepia Bromide RC 

 
 
 

Selected Tokuji Iida Cards 
 
1947 NC Sepia Bromide RC 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 
1949 JDM4 Kagome Diecut Menko 
1949 JBR13 Bromide 
1949 JGA2 Dice Game 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 
1953 JBR11 Bromide 
1957 JCM9 Menko 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu Menko 
1957 JCM37 Marusho 
1958 JCM42 Marusan 
1959 JCM32g Marumatsu 
1959 JCM12a Marusan 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 

 
 
 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

1965 6970 1019 1978 183 969 390  (8th) .284 



 
 

33 
 

Kazuhisa Inao  稲尾  和久 
(1937-   ) 
Player: Lions 1956-69 
Manager: Lions 1970-74, Orions 1984-86 
 

In the late 1950s, Kazuhiro Inao amazed Japanese 
fans with his astounding pitching exploits and 
superhuman stamina.  Known as “Ironman”, Inao 
entered Japanese folklore in 1958 as he pitched in all 
of the last nine regular season games to help the 
Lions capture the pennant by one game.  In the Japan 
Series against the Giants, Inao pitched in six of the 
seven games and won four!  His performance 
inspired Japanese to adopt a special prayer for help: 
“Kamisama, Hotokesama, Inaosama” (God, Buddha, 
Inao). 
 
The son of a fisherman, Inao supposedly built up his 
strength and stamina by working on his father’s boat.  
He signed with the Lions in 1956 and reported to 
camp as an unheralded rookie.  His anonymity didn’t 
last long.  Inao dominated the big leaguers posting a 
league-leading 1.06 ERA with 21 wins in his first 
season and capturing the Rookie of the Year Award.  
The following year, Inao was even stronger.  Helping 
the Lions to another pennant, Inao won the MVP 
award with a 35-6 record, 373.2 innings pitched, 288 
strikeouts, and a 1.37 ERA.  He also set a still-
standing Japanese record with 20 consecutive wins.  
In 1958, Inao won another MVP award, this time with 
a league-leading 33-10 record, 373 innings pitched, 
334 strikeouts, and 1.42 ERA.   Inao continued his 
dominance until 1964 when he finally developed arm 
trouble.  After missing most of the 1964 season, Inao 
returned to rack up five more strong seasons. 
 
By the end of his 14-year career (1956-1969) with the 
Lions, Inao had won the Rookie of the Year, two 
MVPs, and had been named to the Best Nine team 
five times.  He led the league in wins four times, 
strikeouts three times, and ERA five times. He also 
set the Pacific League records for lowest ERA (1.06 
in 1956), most wins (42 in 1961), and most strikeouts 
(353 in 1961). Inao currently ranks eighth on the all-
time list for wins, seventh for strikeouts, and third for 
ERA.   
 
After retiring as an active player, Inao managed the 
Lions for five seasons (1970-74) and the Orions for 
three (1984-86).  As a manager, Inao was known for 
his lax rules, preferring to drink and play pachinko 
with his players rather than impose a curfew.  Inao 
was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1993. 

 

 
 

1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 

Selected Kazuhisa Inao Cards 
 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1957 JCM28 Marukami 
1957 JCM37 Marusho 
1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back 
1959 JCM12a Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM35 Doyusha 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1964 JG1 Morinaga Standup 
1964 JG3 Fujiya Gun 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf  #356 
1991 BBM #228 

 

 
Career Pitching Statistics 

 
G W L Inn H K BB ERA 

756 (7th) 276 (8th) 137 3599 (10th) 2840 2574 (7th) 719 1.98 (3rd) 
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Shuichi Ishimoto  石本  秀一 
(1896-1982) 
Manager: Tigers 1937-39; Kinko 1940; Nishitetsu 1943; Robins 1949; Carp 1950-53 
 

As a schoolboy, Ishimoto was a star pitcher for 
Hiroshima Middle School, playing on the All-Japan 
Middle School team in 1916 and 1917.  He became 
the manager of his old school in 1923.  In 1937, 
Ishimoto became the manager of the Hanshin Tigers, 
a position he held until 1939.  During his reign, the 
Tigers had some of the finest seasons in the club’s 
history.   In his first season at the helm (Spring 1937), 
the Tigers finished in second, only a half game behind 
the Giants.  In the Fall, however, the Tigers ran away 
with the title by winning 81.3 percent of their games.  
In the Spring of 1938, the Tigers repeated, this time 
with a .829 winning percentage.  After consecutive 
second-place finishes in the Fall 1938 and 1939 
seasons, Ishimoto moved to Kinko for the 1940 
campaign.  The magic, however, did not follow 
Ishimoto to Nagoya, and Kinko finished a distant 
seventh. 
 
After a couple of years in the Taiyo organization, 
Ishimoto managed Nishitetsu in 1943.  Although the 
team had a winning record (39-37) they finished a 
disappointing fifth.  With the war intervening, Ishimoto 
did not manage again until he took over the Robins in 
1949.  It was a terrible year with the last-place team 
winning only 39.1 percent of their games.  The 
following year Ishimoto returned to his hometown of 
Hiroshima as the Carp’s first manager.  During his 
three years as skipper, Ishimoto’s Carp were dismal.  
They finished last in 1950 and 1951, and sixth in 
1952.  Under Ishimoto, they were 110 and 240 for a 
.314 winning percentage.  In May of 1953, the Carp 
released Ishimoto.  In his career, Ishimoto won 525 
games and lost 553.  Despite, the many losing 
seasons at the end of his managerial career, he will 
always be remembered fondly for guiding the Tigers 
during their glory days.  Ishimoto was elected to the 
Hall of Fame in 1972. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

No Known Cards 
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Yoshiyuki Iwamoto  岩本  義行 
(1912-    ) 
Player: Nankai 1940-42, Robins 1949-53, Flyers 1956-57 
Manager: Flyers 1956-60, Buffaloes 1965-66 
 

Iwamoto was born in Hiroshima.  After three 
appearances at Koshien during his high school 
career, he starred at Meiji University from 1932 to 
1936, winning the batting title in 1933 with a .390 
average.  He joined the Hawks in 1938, but was 
drafted into the military before playing for them.  He 
returned to the Hawks in 1940 and began his pro 
career at age 28.  An outfielder, Iwamoto played three 
seasons for Nankai and then decided to play 
industrial league ball for Union Electric.   
 
In 1949, he returned to professional baseball as a star 
for the Robins.  An incredibly powerful man in a tiny 
body (5’5 ½”, 155 lb.), this right-handed slugger’s 
finest year came in 1950 when his .319 average, 39 
homers, 127 RBI, 121 runs, and 34 stolen bases 
helped the Robins win the first Japan Series.  The 
following year, at the age of 39, Iwamoto raised his 
average to .351 and still hit 31 homers.  On August 1, 
1951 he hit four homers and drove in 18 runs in one 
game, setting Japan Pro Baseball records that still 
stand today.  A batter who feared no pitcher, Iwamoto 
set the Japan record for most times hit by a pitch in 
one season (24) in 1952.   
 
Iwamoto’s age finally began to catch up to him and 
his performance slowly declined.  He retired 
temporarily after the 1953 season.  However, in 1956 
he returned as player/manager for the Flyers.  He 
was still good enough to play major league ball until 
the age of 45!  He is the oldest player in Japan Pro 
Baseball history ever to hit a home run.  
 
Iwamoto was a better player than he was a manager.  
After five seasons of mostly fifth place finishes, he left 
the Flyers.  He had one more shot as manager with 
the Buffaloes in 1965-66, but consecutive last place 
finishes ended his managerial career.  In 1981, 
Yoshiyuki Iwamoto was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
recognition of his remarkable playing career in high 
school, university, industrial league and professional 
baseball. 
 

 

 

1950 NC Color Bromide 

 
Selected Yoshiyuki Iwamoto Cards 
 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 
1950 NC Color Bromide 
1951 JGA12 Mini Game 
1951 JBR9 Bromide 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
856 3121 502 859 123 487 140 .275 
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Hiromitsu Kadota   門田  博光 
(1948-    ) 
Hawks 1970-88, Blue Wave 1989-92 
 

Without much fanfare, Kadota became one of the all-
time greats of Japanese ball.  A feared hitter, Kadota 
produced at a high rate throughout his 23 year career, 
leading the Pacific League in home runs three times, 
RBI twice, walks three times, intentional walks seven 
times, and slugging percentage three times.  By the 
end of his career, he was among the top players in 
many major categories including: home runs (3rd), 
RBI (3rd), hits (4th), runs (8th), walks (4th), doubles 
(11th), Slugging percentage (13th), and also 
strikeouts (2nd).  Along the way, he was named to 
seven Best Nine teams, and won the Pacific League 
MVP award in 1988. 
 
Kadota was born in Nara (Yamaguchi Prefecture).  
He was a pitcher in middle school, but switched to the 
outfield in high school.  In 1965, he appeared in the 
All-Japan High School Baseball Tournament at 
Koshien.  The Hawks drafted the chunky (5”7”, 180 
lb.) lefty in the second round in 1969.  By 1971, 
Kadota was a star (.300 BA, 31 HR, 120 RBI). That 
year, he was named to the All-Star Team for the first 
of 14 times.  His All-Star highlight came in 1976 when 
he got four hits and was named MVP.  Despite All-
Star success, championships were rare for Kadota.   
He played in his only Japan Series in 1973. 
 
Disaster struck Kadota in 1979.  In February, during 
an early spring training jogging session, he ruptured 
his right achilles tendon.  He missed nearly the entire 
season, but resumed his career in 1980 as a 
designated hitter.  Incredibly, he recovered from this 
adversity to play for 12 more seasons, retiring in 1992 
at the age of 44.  In 1988, at the age of 40, he was 
Pacific League MVP in 1988 for a fifth place team!  
On August 26, 1987 he stroked his 2,000th hit and 
became a member of the Meikyukai.  His lifetime 
totals of 567 HR, 1678 RBI and .289 BA make him a 
lock for future Hall of Fame enshrinement.  
 

 

 
 

1987 Play Ball Japan #41 

 
Selected Hiromitsu Kadota Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #78 FC 
1973 Calbee #83 FC 
1974/75 Calbee #119 
1974/75 Calbee #450 
1975/76 Calbee #917 
1976 JY1c Yamakatsu 
1977 JY3 Yamakatsu 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #90 
1987 Play Ball Japan #41 
1988 IST Credit Card  
1989 Calbee #80 
1990 Calbee #32 
1991 BBM #312 
1992 BBM #146 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2571 (6th) 8868 (5th) 1319 (8th) 2566 (4th) 567 (3rd) 1678 (3rd) 51 .289 
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Masaru Kageura  景浦  将 
(1915-1945) 
Tigers 1936-1943 
 

Kageura was born in Matsuyama City and attended 
Matsuyama Commercial High School.  In 1935, the 
pitcher/third baseman led his school to the National 
High School Baseball Tournament championship at 
Koshien.  A 5’8”, 165 lb. right-hander, Kageura next 
enrolled at Rikkio University, where he won the Big 
Six University League home run title in 1935. 
 
In 1936, the first year of the Japan Pro Baseball 
League, Kageura signed with the Tigers.  In the 
Spring season, he hit .328 while playing third base, 
outfield, and pitcher.  In the Fall season, his average 
dipped to .248, but his 21 RBI was second best in the 
league.  More importantly, his 0.79 ERA. led the 
league.  In Spring 1937, his ERA. “climbed” to 0.93.  
As a cleanup hitter, he won the league RBI title in the 
same season!  In Fall 1937, he won the batting title 
with a .333 average.  After winning another RBI title 
in Spring 1938, Kageura was drafted into the military 
in 1939.  He was discharged in time for the 1943 
season.  By that time, his skills had eroded, and he 
batted only .216.  However, his lifetime pitching 
record was 27-9, with a 1.58 ERA and his lifetime 
batting average was .271. 
 
In 1944, Kageura re-enlisted in the military.  While 
fighting on the front line in the Philippines in 1945, he 
was killed in action.  He was elected to the Japan Hall 
of Fame in 1965. 
 
 

 

 
 

2000 Century’s Best #61 
 
 
 

Selected Masaru Kageura Cards 
 
1999 BBM Tigers Refractor NH1 
2000 Century’s Best #61, 181 
2000 Century’s Best #301, 422 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
323 1134 172 307 25 222 28 .271 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
56 27 9 274.1 189 134 106 1.57 
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Takao Kajimoto  梶本  隆夫 
(1935-    ) 
Player: Braves 1954-1973 
Manager: Braves 1979-80 
 

A tall (6’ 1") left-hander, Kajimoto joined the Braves 
in 1954.  He was an instant success going 20-12 with 
a 2.73 ERA his rookie year.  At the start of his career, 
he was a wild flamethrower, leading the Pacific 
League in walks in 1954, 1956, and 1958 but also 
striking out more than 300 batters in both 1956 and 
1957.  His fantastic early career included three 
twenty-win seasons before he was 23 years old.  In 
1957, Kajimoto’s top season, he went 24 and 16 with 
a 1.92 ERA and led the league in strikeouts and 
complete games. 
 
By the late-1950s, Kajimoto’s fastball had slowed, but 
his control improved.  In 1960, he won 21 and sported 
a 2.84 ERA.  Unfortunately, the Braves of the early 
1960s were losing teams, and Kajimoto was 
victimized during most of his career by a lack of run 
support.  As a result, his a sparkling 2.98 ERA is 
accompanied by his under .500 lifetime won-lost 
record of 254-255. 
 
In the late 1960s, the Braves became the dominant 
team in the Pacific league.  Led by a superb staff 
headed by Kajimoto, Tetsuya Yoneda and Mitsuhiro 
Adachi, the Braves won five Pacific League pennants 
between 1967 and 1972.  After a strong 1969 season 
(18-10, 2.97 ERA), Kajimoto began to lose his 
effectiveness in 1970.  He continued as a spot-starter 
and middle reliever through the end of the 1973 
season. 
 
From 1979 to 1980, Kajimoto served as the Braves 
manager, leading the team to victory in the second 
half of the split 1979 season.  The Buffaloes, 
however, swept the Braves in the Pacific League 
playoff and the Braves streak of four straight Japan 
Series appearances came to an end.  The following 
year, the Braves finished fifth, their worst finish since 
1966, and Kajimoto was replaced.   
 
Kajimoto ranks in the top ten in career games pitched 
(fourth), innings pitched (sixth), wins (ninth), losses 
(third), hits allowed (sixth), strikeouts (sixth), walks 
(fourth), and hits allowed (sixth).  
 

 
 

1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
 
 
 

Selected Takao Kajimoto Cards 
 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu Bromide 
1957 JCM43b Marusan 
1957 JCM26 B&W Menko 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1959 JCM32g Marumatsu 
1959 JCM40 Maruta 
1961 JGA13 Doyusha Playing Card 
1961 JCM35 Doyusha 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
867  (4th) 254  (9th) 255  (3rd) 4208  (6th) 3879  (6th) 2945  (6th) 1244  (4th) 2.98 
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Masaichi Kaneda  金田  正一 
(1933-    ) 
Player: Swallows 1950-1964, Giants 1965-1969 
Manager: Orions 1973-78, 1990 
 

Considered by many to be Japan's greatest pitcher, 
Kaneda holds numerous Japanese records.  The six-
foot left-hander is the all-time leader in wins with 400 
and strikeouts with 4,490.  Kaneda was a power 
pitcher who also possessed an incredible snapping 
curve.  He impressed touring Major League teams 
enough to get offers from both the New York Giants 
and Yankees.  A Korean national born in Japan, he 
was equally famous for his temper and 
competitiveness.  Early in his career, he would argue 
with his manager when ordered to intentionally walk 
a batter. 
 
Kaneda was not an instant success.  In his rookie 
season (1950), he went 8 and 12 with a 3.94 ERA.  
His 143 strikeouts in 164 2/3 innings suggested 
potential but his 127 walks were troublesome.  The 
following season, however, Kaneda began to find his 
groove.  Although he led the league in losses (21) and 
walks (190), he also led the league with 233 
strikeouts, 25 complete games and 4 shutouts.  He 
also recorded 22 wins and would continue to win at 
least 20 games in each of the next 13 seasons.  In 
1951, Kaneda also pitched his first no-hitter. 
 
Kaneda reached his prime in the mid 1950s.  In 1956, 
he won his first of three consecutive Sawamura 
Awards with a 25 and 20 record, 316 strikeouts and 
a 1.74 ERA.  He topped these stats the following year 
going 28 and 16 with 306 Ks, a 1.63 ERA, and a no-
hitter.  In 1958, Kaneda had his finest season with a 
31 and 14 record, 311 strikeouts and a 1.30 ERA.  
Kaneda continued to be a dominant pitcher through 
the early 1960s.  In 1963, he won 30 again, posted a 
1.98 ERA and led the league with 287 strikeouts.  
After a strong 1964 season (27-12, 231 strikeouts, 
2.79 ERA), Kaneda asked the Swallows to release 
him so that he could play on a championship team.   
 
Kaneda then signed with the Giants and played on 
the first five of their V-9 championship clubs.  In 1965, 
his first year with the Giants, he led the league with a 
1.84 ERA.  During his five years with the Giants, 
Kaneda was highly effective but was never their 
number one starter.  Kaneda retired after the 1969 
season at the age of 36. 
 
After retiring, Kaneda managed the Orions from 1973 
to 1978 and again in 1990.  Although a strict manager 
with a bad temper, Kaneda was fairly successful, 
compiling a .504 winning percentage of his games 
and capturing the Japan Series in 1974. 

 

 
 

1963 JCM213c Marusho 

 
 

Selected Masaichi Kaneda Cards 
 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 
1951 JGA12 Mini Game 
1953 JBR11 Bromide 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu Bromide 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1962 JCM13b Marusho 
1963 JCM213c Marusho 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1964 JG1 Morinaga Standup 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #6 
1995 BBM #326, 327 
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During his career, Kaneda led the Central League in 
wins and ERA 3 times, strikeouts 10 times, complete 
games 4 times, and shutouts 5 times.  He was 
selected to the Best Nine team 3 times and won 3 
Sawamura Awards.  He completed an amazing 64 
percent of the games he started.  He is Japan’s all-
time leader in wins, strikeouts, complete games, 
innings pitched losses and walks.  He also ranks 
second in games, shutouts, and hits allowed.  
Kaneda was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1988. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
944 (2nd) 400 (1st) 298 (1st) 5526.2 (1st) 4120  (2nd) 4490 (1st) 1808 (1st) 2.34 (10th) 
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Hisanori Karita   苅田  久徳 
(1910-) 
Player: Senators 1936-39, Tsubasa 1940, Taiho 1941-42, Daiwa 1942-43, Flyers 1947-48, Orions 
1950, Pearls 1950-51 
Manager: Senators 1938-39, Tsubasa 1940, Taiho 1941, Daiwa 1942-43, Flyers 1947-48 
 

One of the greatest fielders in Japanese baseball 
history, Karita teamed with shortstop Shinichi 
Nakamura to form the “Million Dollar Double Play 
Combination” with the Senators in the late 1930s.  
Originally a shortstop himself, Karita played in the 
National Youth Baseball Tournament at the age of 12 
years.  After high school, the Yokohama area resident 
enrolled at Hosei University.  In 1934, he was chosen 
to play on the All-Japan team that faced Babe Ruth 
and the Major League All-Stars on their Tour of 
Japan.  The 5’ 7” right-hander also played for the 
Japanese All-Star Team that toured the U.S. in 1935.  
During that tour an embarrassing incident occurred in 
Hawaii when Karita protested a call at second base.  
He was ejected from the game for calling the umpire 
a “Son of a Bitch.”  However, Karita was reinstated 
when his manager explained to the arbiter that Karita 
did not know a single word of English! 
 
When the Japan Pro Baseball League was formed in 
1936, Karita was a founding member of the Senators 
team.  A swift runner, he led the league in stolen 
bases in Fall 1936.  In Spring 1938, he became the 
playing manager of the Senators.  He penciled his 
own name into the lineup often enough to win the 
league MVP award, batting .299.  He continued to 
play for and manage the Senators and their 
successors, Tsubasa, through 1940, but his teams 
never finished higher than fourth place.  After leading 
Taiho to a third place finish in 1941, he moved to 
Daiwa in mid-season 1942.  While still doing an 
admirable job as a second baseman, he managed 
Daiwa to 6th and 8th place finishes in 1942 and 1943. 
 
Karita was drafted into the military in late 1943.  He 
served in China until 1945.  In 1946, he returned to 
civilian life, but not to pro baseball.  He helped to 
found the Isuzu team, which played in the semi-pro 
Intercity Championships that year.  In 1947, Karita 
returned to pro ball as player-manager of the Flyers,  
but his 1947 and 1948 teams fared poorly.  After 
sitting out 1949, Karita returned to pro ball strictly as 
a player for his last two seasons.  He was elected to 
the Hall of Fame in 1969. 
 

 

 
1947 NC Sepia Bromide 

 
 
 

Selected Hisanori Karita Cards 
 
1947 NC Sepia Bromide 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 
2000 Century’s Best #49 
2000 Century’s Best #169 
2000 Century’s Best #289 
2000 Century’s Best #409 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

806 2833 398 619 37 202 148 .218 
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Hideji Kato  加藤  英司 
(1948-) 
Braves 1969-82, Carp 1983, Buffaloes 1984-85, Giants 1986, Hawks 1987 
 

One of the driving forces behind the great Braves 
teams of the mid to late 1970s, Kato helped Hankyu 
to six pennants and three Japan Series titles.  
Although Kato could hit for power (347 lifetime 
homers), he primarily hit for average, hitting over .300 
in ten different seasons between 1970 and 1981.  He 
was also a deadly clutch hitter, leading the Pacific 
League in RBI for three seasons. 
 
Kato was born in Osaka.  He went to PL Educational 
Institute and then played industrial league baseball 
for Matsushita Electric.  In 1968, the Braves drafted 
the 5’9”, 165 lb. first baseman in the second round.  
His career would include 11 years on the All-Star 
Team, three Golden Gloves and five Best Nine 
teams.  He became a regular in 1971, hitting .321 with 
25 home runs, 92 RBI and 18 stolen bases.  With the 
exception of a single injury-hampered season (1978), 
Kato produced similar stats for eleven straight years.  
In 1975, he won the Pacific League MVP award by 
batting .309 with 32 homers and a league-leading 97 
RBI.  Kato led the Pacific League in RBI again the 
following year with 82.  In 1978, his performance 
dipped, as he began to suffer from lumbago.  
However, he bounced back in 1979, leading the 
Pacific League with a .364 batting average and 104 
RBI.  He also hit 35 homers, leaving him two short of 
a Triple Crown season.  He did not win the MVP 
award as the Braves lost the pennant. 
 
By the early 1980s, age and injuries started to catch 
up to Kato.  After a .235 average in 1982, the Braves 
released him.  He spent his last five years with four 
different teams, but never recaptured his prior glory.  
In May of 1987, his last season, Kato reached the 
2,000 hit plateau.  Since his retirement, Kato has 
been a television commentator and coach. 
 

 

 
 

1975/76 Calbee #1322 
 
 
 

Selected Hideji Kato Cards 
 
1973/74 Calbee #119, 314 
1974/75 Calbee #60, 137-8, 214 
1974/75 Calbee #489, 925 
1975/76 Calbee #100, 182, 330 
1975/76 Calbee #453, 672, 1322 
1977 Calbee #108, 121 
1977 JY4 Yamakatsu 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu 
1983 Calbee #202 
1984 Calbee #34 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2028 6914 1031 2055 347 1268 136 .297 

 



 
 

43 
 

Tetsuharu Kawakami   川上  哲治 
(1920-    ) 
Player: Giants 1938-58 
Manger: Giants 1961-1974 
 

Known as the "God of Batting,” Kawakami was one 
of Japan's greatest stars in the 1940s and 1950s and 
became its all-time greatest manager.  Kawakami’s 
pro career began in 1938 (the third year of Japanese 
professional ball) as a pitcher and first baseman for 
the Giants.  After a mediocre rookie campaign, he 
became the Giants starting first baseman in 1939 
winning the batting and RBI titles.  Using his famed 
red bat, Kawakami would hit over .300 in 13 of the 
next 15 seasons.  Kawakami was a superb contact 
hitter (only 422 career strikeouts in 7,500 at bats) but 
could also generate power.  He led the league in 
homers in 1948 and hit 24 and 29 taters in 1949 and 
1950.  A conversation with Joe DiMaggio during the 
Yankee Clipper’s 1950 visit to Japan changed 
Kawakami’s batting philosophy.  DiMaggio suggested 
that Kawakami concentrate on hitting line drives 
rather than homers.  Taking his advice, Kawakami led 
the league with a .377 average in 1951.  Although his 
home run total fell to 15, he struck out only 6 times in 
422 plate appearances!   
 
Kawakami continued playing through the 1958 
season, picking up another two batting titles and a 
RBI crown along the way.  In 1956, he hit .364 against 
Major League pitching during the Brooklyn Dodgers 
tour of Japan.  By the end of his playing career, 
Kawakami had won 3 MVP awards, been selected for 
the Best Nine team 10 times, led the league in batting 
5 times, hits 6 times, RBI 3 times, and home runs 
twice.  He also played on 13 championship teams.  
His .313 lifetime batting average ranks 5th on the all-
time list. 
 
Kawakami’s managerial career was even more 
spectacular.  His Yomiuri Giants won 11 Central 
League pennants in 14 years, including an incredible 
nine consecutive Japan Series championships!  His 
management style was called "controlled baseball," 
in which he controlled all aspects of player behavior 
on and off the field.  Kawakami was elected to the 
Hall of Fame in 1965. 

 

 
 

1949-50 JRM8 Menko 
 
 
 
 

Selected Tetsuharu Kawakami Cards 
 
1947 JCM1 Diecut 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JCM2 Baseball Back Menko 
1949 JDM2 Mask 
1949 JRM2 Starburst Menko 
1949-50 JRM8 Menko 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1957 JCM9 Color Menko 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #1 
1975 NST Stamp #151 
1992 BBM #32 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1979 7500 1028 2351 (9th) 181 1319 (11th) 220 .313  (5th) 
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Sachio Kinugasa  衣笠  祥雄 
(1947-    ) 
Carp 1965-87 
 

Sachio Kinugasa is known to American baseball fans 
as the former World Record holder for consecutive 
games played.  Early in 1987, Kinugasa surpassed 
Lou Gehrig’s record of 2,130 consecutive games.  At 
the end of the 1987 season, Kinugasa retired, his 
international record standing at 2,215 consecutive 
games.  His World Record was later broken by Cal 
Ripken, Jr., but this does not diminish the 
accomplishments of Japan’s Iron Man. 
 
Kinugasa, the son of a Japanese woman and an 
African-American GI, was born in Kyoto.  He never 
knew his father.  He began studying judo at the age 
of six, and began playing baseball seriously in middle 
school.  Kinugasa’s baseball skills blossomed at 
Common Yasutaka High School, where he was a 
catcher.  After playing in the National High School 
Baseball Tournament at Koshien in 1964, he was 
signed by the Hiroshima Carp.  At 5’9”, 160 lbs., 
Kinugasa was better suited to other positions.  He 
became the Carp’s regular first baseman in 1968.  On 
October 19, 1970, Kinugasa’s name was penciled 
into the lineup for the first of 2,215 consecutive 
occasions. 
 
In 1973, after leading the Central League in hits the 
previous year, Kinugasa’s batting average tumbled to 
.207.  Amazingly, he stayed in the lineup for every 
game that year.  Otherwise, his streak would have 
ended without fanfare.  He bounced back in 1974 to 
smack 32 homers.  In 1975, he was converted to third 
base.  Many feel that this move was the key to the 
Carp winning their first Championship in 26 years.  
For the rest of Kinugasa’s career, the Carp were 
pennant contenders, winning three Japan Series 
Championships and five Central League Titles. 
 
Kinugasa’s career was now in full swing.  He was 
hitting between 20 and 30 homers every year.  He 
was a perennial All-Star (13 seasons).  He was 
frequently named to Best Nine and Golden Glove 
teams.  Then came another slump.  In 1979, 
Kinugasa was hitting just .198 at the end of May. After 
playing every inning in 679 consecutive games, he 
was benched.  Luckily, he pinch hit that day, keeping 
the consecutive games streak alive.  His batting eye 
returned and the streak continued.  In August, he was 
hit by a pitch, breaking his shoulder blade.  Incredibly, 
he remained in the Carp lineup every day for the rest 
of the year!  When asked why he played the day after 
the injury, Kinugasa said, “It would have been more 
painful to stay home and watch the game on T.V.”  
This was  

 

 

1983 Calbee #123 

 
 

Selected Sachio Kinugasa Cards 
 
1973/74 Calbee #97, 136 
1974 JA3 Broder Carp 
1975 JRM9 Flying Menko 
1974/75 Calbee #51, 192-3, 200, 243 
1975/76 Calbee #8, 84, 115, 146, 160 
1975 JK7 Carp Karuta 
1976 JGA14 Doyusha Carp  
1976 JCM16 Viking Menko 
1976 JRM12 Mitsuya Menko 
1977 Calbee #52 
1977 NST Stamp # 68 102, 320 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1980 Calbee #69 
1981 Calbee #27, 54, 428 
1982 Calbee #45, 76, 129 
1983 Calbee 29, 79, 123, 681 
1984 Calbee #18, 95, 145  
1985 Calbee #16, 102, 108 
1985 Takara 
1986 Calbee #37, 59 
1986 Takara 
1987 Calbee #7, 44, 129 
1987 JA10 Playball Japan 
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the most serious injury among five broken bones he 
suffered during the streak. 
 
Kinugasa’s durability was said to be a result of his 
grueling practices.  He pushed himself in training as 
hard as anyone who ever played the game.  Every 
night, before getting into bed, he would take 100 
practice swings with his favorite bat.  His pre-game 
regimen was so exhausting that people said 
Kinugasa played a double header every day.  Some 
say that Kinugasa was so driven because of his 
parentage. Having a Black GI who deserted the 
family for a father, Kinugasa grew up being subjected 
to intense ridicule.  As an adult, he studied English in 
hopes of finding his father.  He was told, “if you are 
the number one baseball player, your father will find 
you.”   On the other hand, he subscribed to the theory, 
“Work hard, play hard.”  He spent his signing bonus 
on a new Ford Galaxy, and he was reputed to be a 
very heavy drinker and hell raiser. 
 
1984 was Kinugasa’s best year.  He hit .329 with 34 
homers and 102 RBI, was named Central League 
MVP, led the Carp to the Japan Series Title by hitting 
3 homers and knocking in 15 runs, and was the 
recipient of the prestigious Shoriki Award.  After a 
solid 1985, his numbers began to dip, with the 
remainder of his career being a march to 500 HR and 
2,131 consecutive games.  He finished among the all-
time top ten in hits, home runs, games, at bats, and 
RBI.  He also struck out more than any other 
Japanese pro player.  Kinugasa was elected to the 
Hall of Fame in 1996. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2677 (4th) 9404 (3rd) 1372 (5th) 2543 (6th) 504 (7th) 1448 (9th) 266 .270 
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Manabu Kitabeppu  北別府   学 
(1957-    ) 
Carp 1976-94 
 

Kitabeppu was the pitching ace of the powerful 
Hiroshima Carp teams of the late 1970s and 1980s. 
The 5’11”, 187 lb. right-hander led the Carp to five 
Japan Series and three championships.  His 213 
lifetime wins have earned him a place in the 
Meikyukai. 
 
Manabu Kitabeppu was born in Kagoshima 
prefecture and attended Miyakono Agricultural High 
School.  A standout tennis player in middle school, 
Kitabeppu re-channeled his attention to baseball and 
performed so well that he was the first player chosen 
in the 1975 draft.  As a pro, Kitabeppu started slowly 
with three mediocre seasons before winning 17 
games and leading the Carp to the Japan Series in 
1979.  After turning in strong performances in 1980 
and 1981, he won his first Sawamura Award in 1982, 
leading the Central League in wins (20-8, 2.43 ERA).  
Kitabeppu helped the Carp to another pennant in 
1984 with 13 wins and racked up 16 wins the 
following year.  In 1986, his league-leading 18 wins 
(against only 4 losses) and 2.43 ERA helped the Carp 
win the pennant and earned him his second 
Sawamura Award as well as the Central League 
MVP.  Despite being the Carp’s best pitcher for over 
a decade, Kitabeppu’s success did not carry over to 
post season play where he had a 0-5 record.   
 
After capturing the 1986 Sawamura Award, 
Kitabeppu’s career went into a tailspin with losing 
records and high ERAs in each of the next three 
seasons.  When he was sent to the Carp farm team 
in 1989, it appeared that the seven-time All-star’s 
career had come to an end.  Yet, he emerged from 
his minor league experience to post strong seasons 
in 1991 and 1992. 
 
Kitabeppu retired following the 1994 season.  In 
1995, he became a TV commentator for Asahi TV 
and Hiroshima Home TV.  In 2000, he returned to the 
Carp as pitching coach. 
 

 

 
 

1989 JG5 Mermaid Sticker 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Manabu Kitabeppu Cards 
 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #41, 67 
1979 Calbee JF8h #21  
1979 Calbee JF8j #20 
1979 Calbee JF8k #20 
1980 Calbee #150 
1981 Calbee #178, 231 
1982 Calbee #178, 231 
1985 Takara 
1987 JA10 Playball Japan 
1989 JG5 Mermaid #11 
1989 JG5 Mermaid Sticker 
1991 BBM #253 
1993 BBM #166 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
515 213 141 3113 3255 1757 656 3.67 
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Takeshi Koba  古葉  竹識 
(1936-    ) 
Player: Carp 1958-1969, Hawks 1970-71,  
Manager: Carp 1975-1985, Whales 1987-1989 
 

Koba was born in 1936 in Kumamoto.  He joined the 
Carp in 1958 and became their regular shortstop 
almost immediately.  After several ordinary seasons, 
he emerged as a batting star in 1963.  He was 
engaged in a heated struggle for the batting crown 
with the legendary Shigeo Nagashima, when on 
October 13th, the seminal moment of his baseball 
career occurred.  Pitcher Gentaro Shimada of the 
Whales hit Koba in the jaw with a pitch.  The resulting 
fracture caused Koba to miss the remainder of the 
season, leaving his average at .339, two points short 
of Nagashima.  Unfortunately, after this incident, 
Koba was never the same player.  However, he 
claimed to see baseball “from a different angle” after 
the beaning, and this different perspective helped to 
define his Hall of Fame managerial career. 
 
Koba’s batting skills went into sudden decline 
beginning in 1964.  By 1965 he had also switched to 
second base.  The speedy little (5’8”, 155 lb.) right-
hander did manage to win two stolen base crowns 
and make a pair of All-Star appearances, but he was 
truly a lesser player following the 1963 incident.  
 
After two years as a reserve with the Hawks, he 
retired as an active player with a lifetime average of 
.252 and only 44 homers. 
 
The beginning of Koba’s managerial reign was 
sparked by controversy.  He was hired to replace the 
first American manager in Japan, Joe Lutz, after only 
15 games.  While the fans appreciated the hustle of 
Lutz’s team, his frequent criticisms of management 
led to his very early departure.  Koba took over, 
promising the fans to continue the new look of “Lutz 
Baseball.”  He tempered Lutz’s ideas with his own 
theory of “bear and win” to lead the Carp to the 1975 
Japan Series title, their first ever.  Prior to 1975, the 
Carp had finished higher than 4th place only once! 
 
Koba has been called the “Modernizer of Japanese 
Baseball.”  His “Red Helmets,” named for the 
similarity of their uniforms to Cincinnati’s Big Red 
Machine, combined the traditional Japanese 
dedication to practice, with a looser on-field playing 
style.    Koba was praised for his managerial genius.   
 

 

 
 

1959 JCM14a Marukami 
 

 
 
 
 

Selected Takeshi Koba Cards 
 
1959 JCM43d Marusan 
1959 JCM12a Marusan 
1959 JCM14a Marukami 
1959 JBR5 Marukami 2in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM14d Marukami 
1975 JMC1 NST #160 
1976 JGA14 Doyusha Trump Set 
1979 TCMA #33 
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One innovation he brought to Japanese baseball was 
the development of switch hitters.  With a few 
exceptions, switch hitting had not been a part of 
Japanese baseball until Koba came along.  Under his 
direction, many young Carp prospects were taught to 
switch hit. 
 
Over the next decade, the Carp were perennial 
contenders in the Central League, winning four 
Central League pennants and three Japan Series 
titles.  In 1980, the Carp’s Japan Series win earned 
Koba the cherished Shoriki Award.  After leaving the 
Carp, Koba managed the Hawks for three seasons, 
but could not repeat the success he had brought to 
the Carp.  After 873 managerial victories, Koba 
retired to the life of a T.V. commentator.  In 1999, he 
was elected to the Hall of Fame. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1501 5427 593 1369 44 334 263 .252 
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Norihiro Komada  駒田  徳広 
(1962-    ) 
Giants 1981-93, BayStars 1994-2000 
 

On September 6, 2000, Yokohama Bay Stars first 
baseman Norihiro Komada became the 29th player in 
Japanese baseball history to reach the 2000 hit 
plateau.  During the 1980s and early 1990s, Komada 
was regarded as Japan’s best fielding first baseman 
and a clutch hitter who led his teams to five pennants. 
 
Komada enjoyed a stellar scholastic career at 
Sakurai Commercial High School in Nara.  A very 
large player by Japan standards (6’3”, 198 lbs. as a 
pro), he dominated his smaller foes, hitting 46 homers 
and batting .490.  In 1980, the Yomiuri Giants drafted 
Komada in the second round.  On April 10, 1983, he 
became the first player to hit a grand slam homer in 
his first official Japan Pro Baseball at bat.  In fact, 
Komada’s 13 lifetime grand slams (second only to 
Sadaharu Oh) have earned him the nickname, 
“Grand Slam Man.”  Undoubtedly, he prefers “Grand 
Slam Man” to his other nickname, “Horseface.” 
 
Since he is a tall, left-handed batter and thrower, 
Komada was a natural at first base.  After first 
becoming a regular in 1987, he won 10 gold gloves, 
the most recent in 1999.  He was also a six-time All-
Star, and was named to the Best Nine team in 1998.  
However, despite his home run hitting prowess in 
high school, his large body, and his 13 grand slams, 
he never entirely delivered on his home run hitting 
potential.  In 18 seasons (13 as a regular), Komada 
hit only 195 round trippers.  However, he hit over .300 
five times, and hit more than .280 in 13 different 
seasons.  His lifetime average of .289 is among the 
top 30 career batting averages in the history of 
Japanese ball. 
 
After Komada’s slow start during the 2000 season, 
his manager, Hiroshi Gondo, relegated him to pinch 
hitting duties.  Frustrated by a lack of playing time, 
Komada left the stadium during the middle of a game.  
That fit of anger earned him a trip to the minor 
leagues, prolonging his quest for 2,000 hits and 
membership in the Meikyukai until September.  His 
poor behavior and mediocre hitting during the 2000 
season left Japanese teams with little interest in 
Komada for 2001.  Unable to find a team to pick up 
his contract, Komada retired before the start of the 
2001 season. 

 
 

 

1988 Calbee #125 

 
 
 

Selected Norihiro Komada Cards 
 
1984 Calbee #104, 211, 305 RC 
1984 Calbee # 382, 514, 558 RC 
1985 Calbee #30, 63, 147 
1986 Calbee #50, 83, 174 
1988 Calbee #125 
1990 Lotte #78 
1991 Calbee #105, 141 
1991 BBM #47 
1992 BBM #75 
1993 BBM #320 
1993 ID #85 
1994 ID #48 
1995 BBM #252 
1997 DH #244 
1998 BBM #293 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

2063 6941 810 2006 195 953 35 .289 
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Sadao Kondo  近藤  貞雄 
(1925-    ) 
Player: Nishitetsu 1943; Giants 1944-1947; Dragons 1948-54 
Manager: Dragons 1981-83; Whales 1985-86; Fighters 1989-91 
 

Born in 1925, Kondo’s professional career began in 
1943 as a pitcher for the Nishitetsu club.  After going 
5 and 5 with a 1.96 ERA, the right-hander joined the 
Giants for the war-shortened 1944 season.  After the 
war, Kondo had a marvelous 1946 campaign as he 
racked up 23 wins in 300.1 innings and posted a 2.18 
ERA.  The following year, he badly injured his middle 
finger and his dreams of continuing as a star pitcher 
were crushed.  Despite the odds, he returned to 
professional baseball in 1948 with the Dragons.  
Pitching with only three fingers, he logged 272.2 
innings but lost a league-leading 23 games.  Kondo 
continued to pitch for the Dragons through the 1954 
season, but never approached his earlier success 
with the Giants. 
 
After retiring, Kondo coached for the Dragons and 
Orions before becoming the Dragons’ manager in 
1981.  In his first year as the Dragons’ boss, Kondo 
improved the team’s record over the previous season 
by 13 games, but they still finished a dismal fifth.  The 
following year, Kondo’s Dragons were the surprise 
pennant winners, upsetting the Giants by a half 
game.  This success did not continue, however, and 
the Dragons fell to fifth place in 1983.  After the 
season, Kondo was relieved of his managerial duties.  
In 1985 and 1986, Kondo led the Whales to 
consecutive fourth-place finishes.  He finished his 
managerial career with three years (1989-1991) 
leading the Fighters.    
 
As a coach and manager, Kondo was the first 
Japanese to consistently divide his pitchers into 
starters and relievers.  Prior to Kondo, Japanese 
managers routinely used starting pitchers as both 
long relievers and in the closing role.  By giving his 
pitchers specialized roles, Kondo was better able to 
utilize the available talent.  His election to the Hall of 
Fame in 1999 was primarily in recognition of this 
advancement. 
 

 

 
1991 BBM #58 

 
 

Selected Sadao Kondo Cards 
 
1950 NC Bromide 
1991 BBM #58 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics  
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
222 55 71 1239 1158 274 485 2.91 
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Tokuro Konishi  小西  得郎 
(1894-1977) 
Manager: Dai Tokyo 1936-38; Dragons 1939-40; Robins 1950; Whales 1952-53 
 

A manager during the early years of Japanese pro 
ball and later a popular radio commentator, Konishi is 
best remembered as the manager of the Central 
League’s first championship team.   
 
Konishi played outfield for Meiji University in the Big 
Six University League before becoming an umpire for 
the amateur circuit in 1927.  With the establishment 
of professional baseball in 1936, Konishi became the 
manager of Dai Tokyo.  He led the team for three 
seasons, finishing with a losing record each time.  
After finishing in last place with a .257 winning 
percentage in the Fall 1938 season, Konishi was 
replaced.  In June 1939, the Dragons hired Konishi in 
mid-season to lead the club.  However, the team 
finished in sixth place.  The following year, Konishi 
had his best season to date, winning 58.6 percent of 
his games, but the Dragons still finished fifth.   
 
Konishi did not manage again until professional 
baseball split into two leagues in 1950.  He took over 
the newly created Shochiku Robins and had the 
pleasure of managing one of the best teams in the 
history of Japanese ball.  Led by 39-game winner 
Juzo Sanada and power-hitting Makoto Kozuru and 
Yoshiyuki Iwamoto, the Robins won 73.7 percent of 
their games and captured the Central League crown 
by nine games.  In the first Japan Series, however, 
the Orions bested the Robins in six hard-fought 
games.  Konishi stepped aside as manager after the 
season. 
 
Konishi returned to the dugout as the Whales 
manager in 1952 and 1953.  In both years, however, 
the team finished with losing records.  Overall, 
Konishi had losing records in seven out of his nine 
seasons at the helm, but because of the amazing 
1950 season finished with a .501 winning 
percentage.  After retiring, he became a popular 
baseball commentator for NHK known for his unique 
delivery.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1971. 
 

 

 
 

1950 JCM 21 Menko 

 
 
 

Selected Tokuro Konishi Cards 
 
1950 JCM 21 Menko 
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Masaaki Koyama  小山  正明 
(1934-    ) 
Tigers 1953-63, Orions 1963-72, Whales 1973 
 

One of the most dominating pitchers in the history of 
Japanese ball, Masaaki Koyama was the ace of the 
Tigers’ staff in the late 1950s and the Orions’ crew of 
the mid 1960s.  In his 21-year career, the 6 foot, 161 
pound, right-hander had only 2 losing seasons.  
Known for his incredible control, Koyama did not 
become a star until his fourth year in pro ball (1956) 
when he went 17 and 13 with a 1.67 ERA.  After an 
off year in 1957 (15-17, 2.38 ERA), he produced three 
consecutive 20 win seasons (24-12 in 1958, 20-16 in 
1959, and 25-19 in 1960).  In 1962, Koyama’s 27 
wins, 1.66 ERA and league leading 270 strikeouts 
helped the Tigers to their first pennant since 1947.  In 
following year, Koyama’s ERA dropped to 3.59 as he 
went 14-14.   
 
In a blockbuster trade, the Tigers sent Koyama to the 
Orions for power-hitting Kazuhiro Yamauchi.  
Koyama responded with a 30 win season along with 
a 2.47 ERA and 193 strikeouts (4 behind the league 
leader).  Koyama’s success with the Orions 
continued in 1965 as he won 20 (but lost 20 as well) 
and posted a 2.35 ERA.   The following year, he again 
won 20 and finished second in the league in both 
ERA with 2.07 and strikeouts with 187.  After the 1966 
season, Koyama’s effectiveness began to diminish.  
His ERA began to rise and his workload dropped.  He 
finished out his career with the Taiyo Whales in 1973. 
 
Overall, Koyama won over 20 games seven times, 
but he led the league in wins and strikeouts only 
once.  Nevertheless, his 320 career wins is the third 
best in the history of Japanese baseball.  He is also 
third in career strikeouts with 3,159.  He ranks in the 
all-time top ten in games (4th), innings pitched (3rd), 
complete games (5th), shutouts (3rd), and losses (6th).  
Koyama was elected to the Hall of Fame in 2001. 

 

1962 JCM10 Marusan 

 
Selected Masaaki Koyama Cards 
 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1957/58 JCM43a Marusan 
1958 JCM38 Marusho 
1958 JCM31a Marukami 
1959 JBR5 Marukami 2in1 Bromide 
1960 JCM14c Marukami 
1961 JCM13a Marusho 
1962 JCM10 Marusan 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1991 BBM #229 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
856 (4th) 320 (3rd) 232 (6th) 4899 (3rd) 4068 (4th) 3159 (3rd) 978 2.45 
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Makoto Kozuru  小鶴  誠 
(1922-    ) 
Dragons 1942-47, Flyers 1948, Stars 1949, Robins 1950-52, Carp 1953-58 
 

Kozuru is probably Japan's most overlooked 
superstar.  This Fukuoka native was a true five tool 
player and currently holds three single season 
records.   
 
Kozuru's pro career began with the Dragons in 1942.  
In 1944, he entered the Japanese Navy, serving in 
the South Seas and China.  After two unproductive 
post-war years with the Dragons, the right-hander 
found success in 1948 with the Flyers, hitting .305 
with 16 homers and 27 stolen bases.  In 1949, Kozuru 
hit .361 to win the Central League batting title and 
also pounded out 24 home runs.  The following year, 
he had one of the most spectacular offensive 
seasons in the history of Japanese baseball.   
 
After moving to the Robins during the off-season, 
Kozuru carried his new team to the first Japan Series 
by hitting .355 with 51 homers, 161 RBI, 143 runs, 
and 28 stolen bases.  Naturally, he was presented the 
MVP Award.  After 50 years, his 161 RBI, 143 runs, 
and 376 total bases still stand as single season 
records.  At the time, Kozuru’s 50 home runs also set 
a single season record, but that number has now 
been surpassed four times (by Katsuya Nomura in 
1963, Sadaharu Oh in 1964, Randy Bass in 1985, 
and Hiromitsu Ochiai also in 1985).  Likewise, 
Kozuru’s 1950 slugging percentage of .729 remained 
a single season record until Sadaharu Oh broke it in 
1973.   
 
Although Kozuru put up respectable numbers for the 
remainder of his career, he never had another 
outstanding season.  From 1951 to 1955, Koruzu 
usually hit in the .280s with an average of 15 homers 
and 20 stolen bases each year.  He finished his 
career with the Carp, retiring in 1958.  Kozuru was 
elected to the Hall of Fame in 1980. 

 

 
 

1950 JBR2 Bromide 
 
 
 

Selected Makoto Kozuru Cards 
 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1948 JGA2 Purple Dice Game 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1950 JBR7 Bromide 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1655 6141 909 1717 230 923 240 .280 
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Shigeru Makino  牧野  茂 
(1928-1984) 
Player: Dragons 1952-1959 
Coach: Dragons 1960, Giants 1961-74, 1981-83 
 

A graduate of Takematsu Commercial High School, 
Makino went on to play for Meiji University.   Standing 
roughly 5’ 4” tall and weighing only 132 lbs., Makino 
was hardly a power hitter, but he was very quick.   
During one game with Meiji, he stole five bases.  After 
graduating, he signed with the Dragons in 1952 and 
became their starting shortstop and leadoff hitter his 
rookie season.  His .244 batting average, 63 runs 
scored, and 27 stolen bases were all career highs. 
 
Makino had a similar season in 1953.  Now hitting in 
the eighth spot, he batted .241 with four homers, 21 
stolen bases, and 46 runs scored.  Makino continued 
to be the regular shortstop as the Dragons won the 
pennant and Japan Series in 1954.  Although still a 
strong fielder, his offensive production dipped 
drastically as he hit only .197 with 17 stolen bases 
and only 26 runs scored.  He put up nearly identical 
numbers in 1955, and the following year lost his job 
as the regular shortstop.  Makino continued as a 
backup infielder with the Dragons until he retired after 
the 1959 season.  He ended as a career .217 hitter. 
 
In 1960, Makino coached the Dragons and the 
following year moved to the Giants.  Under Giants’ 
manager Tetsuharu Kawakami, Makino became the 
head coach and together they developed a new 
management style, known as “Controlled Baseball,” 
that would bring the Giants 11 championships in 13 
years.   Kawakami and Makino controlled all aspects 
of the Giants’ behavior – both on and off the field.  
Makino was responsible for monitoring the players’ 
personal lives.  He argued that off-the-field problems 
affected not only a player’s performance on the 
diamond, but could also upset the team’s harmony.  
Therefore, he argued, it was the coach’s duty to 
control players’ personal lives to insure victory on the 
field. 
 
When Kawakami retired as the Giants’ manager in 
1974, Makino also stepped aside.  However, he came 
out of retirement in 1981 to coach the Giants again 
under Motoshi Fujita.  He continued in that capacity 
until after the 1983 season.  Makino died the following 
year and was enshrined in 1991. 

 

 
 

1968 NC Trump Card 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Shigeru Makino Cards 
 
1957 JBR18 Color  
1968 NC Trump Card 
1983 NST Stamp #198 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

756 2046 211 445 9 134 98 .217 
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Makoto Matsubara   松原 誠 
(1944-    ) 
Whales 1962-80, Giants 1981 
 

Although primarily a first baseman and sometime 
third baseman, Matsubara was extremely versatile.  
The strapping (6’1”, 180 lb.) right-hander had played 
every position except pitcher by his seventh 
professional season. 
 
Matsubara hails from Saitama Prefecture and 
attended Hanno High School.  In 1962, he signed with 
the Whales as a catcher.  By 1965, he was the 
Whales’ regular first baseman.  A very durable player, 
he played in 122 or more games for fifteen straight 
seasons (1965-1979).  Although not considered a 
superstar, Matsubara was a consistent hitter with 
good power.  He ended his career with a .276 lifetime 
batting average and 331 home runs.  He led the 
Central League in hits twice (1974 and 1978) and in 
doubles three times (1966, 1972 and 1978).  
Matsubara hit 30 or more homers in three seasons 
and topped twenty home runs in thirteen years.  
Playing at the same time as Sadaharu Oh, Matsubara 
was never selected to a Best Nine team, but he was 
named to the Central League All-Star Team in 11 
different seasons. 
 
Despite Matsubara’s consistency, the Whales were 
always tailenders.  The highlight of his Whales career 
came on June 1st and 2nd of 1976 when he hit home 
runs in four consecutive at bats.  On April 23, 1980, 
Matsubara’s steadiness paid off as he recorded his 
2,000th hit, allowing him to gain membership in the 
Meikyukai.  Finally, in 1981, he signed with the 
Yomiuri Giants.  As a result, in his last season, he 
played in his only Japan Series.  He celebrated by 
hitting a pinch homer in the first of his two Japan 
Series at bats.  The Giants won their first Japan 
Championship in eight years, and on that high note, 
Matsubara retired as an active player.  He became a 
coach for the Giants, and later a TVK commentator.  
In 2001, he signed to coach for the Hiroshima Carp. 

 

 

 
1976 JRM10 Mitsuya Menko 

 
 
 
 

Selected Makoto Matsubara Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #55 
1973/74 #198, 304 
1974/75 Calbee #42, 272, 456, 685 
1975/76 Calbee #25, 94, 566 
1976 JCM16 Viking Menko 
1976 JRM10 Mitsuya Menko 
1979 TCMA #5 
1980 Calbee #52 
1981 Calbee #258 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2190 7579 991 2095 331 1180 82 .276 
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Kenjiro Matsuki  松木  謙治郎 
(1909-1986) 
Player: Tigers 1936-1941, 1950-51 
Manager: Tigers 1940-41, 1950-55.  Flyers 1970-71 
 

This compact (5’8”, 175 lb.) power-hitting first 
baseman was a stalwart on the early Tigers teams.  
Born in Fukui, Matsuki led Tsuruga Commercial High 
School in the National High School Baseball 
Championships during the mid 1920s.  After 
graduation, he moved on to Meiji University (1927-
31).  In his first season, Spring 1927, he batted .380 
for Meiji.  From 1932 until the founding of Japan Pro 
Baseball in 1936, he played for the Nagoya Railroad 
team and Dalian Business. 
 
In 1936, Matsuki became a founding member of the 
Osaka Tigers.  Serving as cleanup hitter, he led the 
league in homers and batting average (.338).  His 
unique left-handed batting style resulted in his being 
nicknamed for a famous Japanese kabuki actor.  
Matsuki will live forever in the hearts of Tigers fans, 
because he scored the team’s first run ever, and was 
the first Tiger to steal a base.   
 
Matsuki’s playing career was winding down when he 
was named Tigers manager for the 1940 season.  
The Tigers finished second in 1940 and fifth in 1941 
under his stewardship.  Matsuki then left Japanese 
baseball to serve in his country’s war effort.  In 1950, 
he returned as Tigers manager.  In five seasons the 
Tigers finished second, third, or fourth each year.  
Thereafter, he served as a coach for the Tigers, and 
then had an undistinguished tenure as Flyers 
manager.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
1978.     
 

 

 

1950 JCM21 Menko 

 
 
 

Selected Kenjiro Matsuki Cards 
 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
478 1706 287 448 18 223 93 .263 
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Osamu Mihara  三原  脩 
(1911-1984) 
Player: Giants 1936-38,  
Manager: Giants 1948-49, Lions 1951-59, Whales 1960-67, Buffaloes 1969-70,  
Swallows 1971-73 

 
Mihara’s story is inextricably intertwined with that of 
another Hall of Famer, Shigeru Mizuhara.  Their 
lifelong rivalry started as schoolboys on Shikoku 
Island, extended through high school, college, as pro 
players and as managers.  Their struggles have been 
likened to those of the greatest Samurai warriors. 
 
Mihara first gained prominence playing at Takamatsu 
Middle School and High School.  He participated at 
the National High School Baseball Tournament at 
Koshien in 1928 as a shortstop.  The 5’7”, 140 lb. 
Mihara then attended Waseda University, converting 
to second base.  In 1931, facing pitcher Mizuhara and 
Keio University in front of 65,000 people, Mihara won 
a key game by stealing home.  In 1934, he played 
against the famed U.S. Major League All-star Team, 
featuring Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. 
 
With the advent of the Japan Pro Baseball League in 
1936, Mihara became the first player to sign with the 
Giants.  He played second base for the Giants for 
three years before he joined the military in 1938 and 
served time in Burma.  By the time he returned in 
1946, it was too late to continue as an active player.  
However, his lifetime average of .226 with no homers 
probably encouraged Mihara to seek success in a 
non-playing baseball endeavor.  Mihara returned as 
the Giants’ manager in mid-1947.  The Giants were 
in complete disarray and residing in the league 
basement when he took over.  He managed a 46-40 
record over the rest of the season to pull the Giants 
up to 5th place.  In 1948, the Giants finished second, 
and won the League Championship the following 
year.  Nevertheless, after the 1949 season, Mihara 
was kicked upstairs and Mizuhara was brought in as 
manager!   In 1951, Mihara signed to manage the 
Lions. 
 
Under Mihara’s leadership, the Lions, known as the 
“Field Samurai Army,” became a powerhouse.   He 
made such a concentrated effort to instill his values 
into the players that he actually lived with them in the 
players’ dorm.  In 1954, his Lions won the Pacific 
League pennant.  After a second place finish in 1955, 
the Lions, behind new stars Kazuhisa Inao and 
Futoshi Nakanishi, beat the Giants and Mizuhara in 
three straight Japan Series (1956-58).   
 

 

 
 

1975 NST Stamp #162 

 
Selected Osamu Mihara Cards 
 
1947 NC Sepia Bromide 
1959 JCM43d Marusan 
1959 JG8 Jintan Gum 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 B&W 
Bromide 
1960 JBR4 Doyusha 4in1 Color 
Bromide 
1960 JG9 Jintan Gum 
1975 NST Stamp #162 
1992 BBM #29 
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After finishing in fourth place in 1959, Mihara left 
the Lions and took over the Whales who had 
finished last for six consecutive seasons.  In his 
first year at the helm, Mihara’s Whales surprised 
everybody by capturing the Japan Series.  Incredibly, 
Mihara had worked his magic to win titles with three 
different teams.  This, however, would be Mihara’s 
last major success.  He continued to manage for 
thirteen more seasons, but never finished higher than 
second place.  Mihara ended his career in 1973 with 
1687 victories, a .537 lifetime winning percentage, six 
pennants and four Japan Series titles. Mihara was 
elected to the Hall of Fame in 1983.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
108 407 60 92 0 40 27 .226 
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Mutsuo Minagawa  皆川  睦雄 
(1935-    ) 
Hawks 1954-1971 
 

The flexible Minagawa was both a starter and reliever 
for the strong Hawks teams of the 1950s and 1960s.  
In this pivotal role, he helped his team to six pennants 
and two Japan Series titles.  The crafty right-hander 
used a submarine delivery to baffle hitters with his 
pinpoint control.  His sinkerball was his out pitch, and 
he used it extensively in 1968 to become the last of 
the Japanese 30-game winners. 
 
Minagawa was a pitcher from the beginning, starring 
at Yamakami Middle School and Yonezawa West 
High School in Yamagata Prefecture.  Despite his 
efforts, Minagawa’s high school team lost in the 
regional finals three times, leaving him one step away 
from playing in the National High School tournament 
at Koshien.  The 5’10 ½”, 165 lb. Minagawa signed 
with the Hawks for the 1954 season.  He played his 
entire 18-year career there. 
 
Throughout his career, Minagawa was a consistent 
winner, with 16 or more victories in seven seasons.  
His .614 career winning percentage ranks among the 
best.  He had a knack for winning games, even when 
coming out of the bullpen.  In 1961, he started only 
four of his fifty-one games, but won an incredible 16!  
An extremely effective hurler, Minagawa had ERA’s 
of less the 2.00 five times during his career, and in 
only three seasons during his eighteen-year career 
did his ERA rise above 3.00.  He led the Pacific 
League in victories twice, winning percentage twice, 
and ERA once.   
 
Minagawa’s best season came in 1968 when he went 
31 and 10 with a league-leading 1.61 ERA.  He was 
selected to the Pacific League Best Nine for this 
performance but as the Hawks did not win the 
pennant he was not presented with the MVP Award.  
Unfortunately, after racking up 352 innings during his 
30 win season, Minagawa’s arm was never the same.  
He soldiered on for three more years, retiring after the 
1971 season.  Since that time, he has been a coach 
for the Lions, Giants and Buffaloes.  
 

 

 
 

1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
 
 
 
 

Selected Matsuo Minagawa Cards 
 
1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #305 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
759 221 139 3158 2704 1638 633 2.42 
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Saburo Miyatake  宮武  三郎 
(1907-1956) 
Braves 1936-38 
 

One of the biggest stars of Tokyo Big Six University 
baseball in the late 1920s, Saburo Miyatake first 
came to public attention during the 1925 National 
High School Baseball Championships.  Pitching for 
Takamatsu Commercial High School (later 
Matsuyama High School), the resident of Kagawa 
Prefecture pitched his team to the final game before 
losing.   
 
After high school, the 5’7”, 165 lb. right-hander 
entered Keio University.  From 1927 to 1930, he was 
a superstar both on the mound and at first base.  His 
team won four championships in seven seasons.  In 
his first game, he shut out Tokyo University.  This was 
a portent of things to come.  In his Big Six career, 
Miyatake won 39 games and lost only six.  During 
1929-30, he won fifteen games in a row—a record 
that stood until 1984!  He also had a .304 lifetime 
batting average with seven homers.  No Big Six 
player hit more home runs in his career until Shigeo 
Nagashima hit eight!  In Spring 1930, his .400 
average led all hitters. 
 
In 1936, Miyatake joined the Braves in the first year 
of the Japan Pro Baseball League.  As in college, he 
was a double threat, both on the mound and at first 
base.  In three seasons he averaged .258 and hit nine 
homers.  He also won ten games while pitching.  After 
the War, he managed in the industrial leagues.  
Miyatake was elected to the Japan Hall of Fame in 
1965.  
 
 

 
 

1930s NC Shiori Menko 

 
 
 

Selected Saburo Miyatake Cards 
 
1930s NC Shiori Menko 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
157 508 53 131 9 78 5 .258 

 



 
 

61 
 

Shigeru Mizuhara   水原  茂 
(1909-1982) 
Player: Giants 1936-42 
Manager: Giants 1950-60, Flyers 1961-67, 1969-72 
 

Mizuhara has Hall of Fame credentials as both a 
player and manager.  However, he is best known for 
his legendary lifetime rivalry with Osamu Mihara.  
Both grew up on Shikoku Island.  After his years at 
Takamatsu Trade School, Mizuhara enrolled at Keio 
University, the bitter rival of Mihara’s school, Waseda 
University.   In college, Mizuhara was a star pitcher 
and third baseman.  He played for the All-Japan team 
against the touring U.S. Major League All-Stars in 
1934 and later would tour the U.S. with a Japanese 
All-Star team. 
 
As a player, the 5’7”, 140 lb. (same size as Mihara) 
Mizuhara was the Giants starting third baseman from 
1936 until 1942 and was considered the league’s 
best.  Known for his intensity, he was kicked out of 
college baseball for throwing an apple (which had just 
been thrown at him) into the stands of the opposing 
team’s fans.  In 1940, Mizuhara was named to the 
first Best Nine team.  He was the league’s MVP in 
1942 although he only hit .225 (the league average, 
however, was a measly .197).  Mizuhara was unable 
to accept the award personally as he was fighting with 
the Japanese Imperial Army.  During the war, he was 
captured and spent four years in Siberia as a Russian 
POW. 
 
Upon returning to Japan, Mizuhara replaced Mihara 
as manager of the Yomiuri Giants.    From 1950 to 
1960, he led the Giants to eight pennants and four 
Japan Series titles.  He also usually served as 
manager when Japanese teams played U.S. Major 
League All-Star squads during this period.  After 
finishing second in 1960, Mizuhara left the Giants to 
manage the Toei Flyers.  Under Mizuhara, the 
formerly hapless Flyers leapt to second place after 
finishing fifth the year before.  In 1962, Mizuhara 
guided the Flyers to the Pacific League pennant and 
the Japan Series championship.  He continued to 
keep the Flyers in contention for the next five years 
but never captured another title.  Mizuhara finished 
his career by managing the Dragons for three years 
(1969-1971).  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
1977, beating Mihara’s induction by six years.  A 
wonderful monument featuring Mizuhara and Mihara 
standing side by side stands in Shikoku Island’s main 
park -- a testimony to two of the greatest managers 
in Japan baseball history.  

 

 
 

1958 JCM38 Marusho 

 
 
 

Selected Shigeru Mizuhara 
 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1958 JCM33a Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM36 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM38 Marusho 
1958 JCM43c Marusan 
1958 JBR15 Bromide 
1959 JCM12a Marusan 
1959 JG8 Jintan Gum 
1964 JG1 Morinaga Standup 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #401 
1975 NST Stamp #170 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

523 1959 286 476 12 184 70 .243 
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Choji Murata   村田  兆治 
(1949-    ) 
Orions 1968-1990 

 
This right-handed Meikyukai member pitched for 
Lotte (1968-90) and won 215 games with a lifetime 
ERA of 3.24.  But Murata’s legacy to the game is 
unique.  He was the first Japanese pitcher to have 
successful arm surgery. 
 
Murata’s pro career began in 1968 when he signed 
with the Orions.  His first six years were unremarkable 
with only two winning seasons and high ERAs.  In 
1974, however, Murata developed into a strong 
pitcher by winning 12 games and posting a 2.69 ERA.  
The next year, he led the Pacific League with a 2.21 
ERA and with 13 saves despite having a 9-12 record. 
Success continued and Murata put together a streak 
of five strong seasons.  Murata’s best season came 
in 1976 when he won 21 and led the league in both 
ERA and strikeouts.  In 1979, he led the Pacific 
League in strikeouts, innings pitched and complete 
games – finishing 21 of his 32 starts.  Two years later, 
in 1981, Murata led the league with 19 wins and 154 
strikeouts. 
 
Then in 1982, his arm began to hurt.  In the Japanese 
tradition he threw hundreds of pitches a day in an 
attempt to eliminate the problem.  He also tried 
acupuncture, massage, electrical shock and various 
Zen practices including wrapping a snakeskin around 
his arm!  Finally, against his will, he went to Dr. Frank 
Jobe in L.A. and had “Tommy John” surgery.  Murata 
went on to pitch for seven more seasons. 
 
In 1985, his first full season back, Murata won 17 and 
completed nearly half his starts.  Four years later, he 
led the Pacific League with a 2.50 ERA, thus 
legitimizing surgery as an option for sore-armed 
Japanese hurlers.  By the end of his career, Murata 
had won 215, struck out 2363, and posted a 3.24 
ERA. 
 

 

 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 

 
Selected Choji Murata 
 
1975 JA5 Blank Back 
1975 NST #140 
1976 JY1 Yamakatsu 
1977 JY3 Yamakatsu 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1985 Calbee #137 
1986 Calbee #36 
1989 Calbee #59 
1990 Lotte #56 
1993 BBM #462 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
604 215 177 3331 3019 2363 1144 3.24 
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Minoru  Murayama  村山  実 
(1936-1998) 
Player: Tigers 1959-1972 
Manager: Tigers 1970-72, 1988-89 
 

The “Man of Flames” is “Mr. Tigers” to a generation 
of Japanese baseball fans.  His career was 
spectacular, but he will always be known for coming 
out on the losing end of the greatest “mano a mano” 
battle in Japan baseball history. 
 
Murayama came from Hyogo Prefecture.  As a 
pitcher at Kansai University, the stocky (5’9”, 185 lb.) 
right-hander was regarded as the nation’s best 
collegian.  In 1959, he passed on the Yomiuri Giants’ 
lucrative signing bonus to accept a considerably 
more modest offer from the Tigers.  Murayama had 
always been a Tigers fan, and his father’s dying 
request was for his son to become a Tiger. 
 
As a rookie, Murayama set the Central League on 
fire.  He won his first game, shutting out the Swallows 
and legendary 400 game winner Masaichi Kaneda.  
His fastball and forkball overpowered opposing 
batters all season.  He won the Sawamura Award for 
best pitcher and Rookie of the Year, with 18 wins, 294 
strikeouts, and league leading 1.19 ERA.  However, 
the 1959 season will be remembered forever 
because of his greatest failure. 
 
The Emperor of Japan had never attended a baseball 
game prior to 1959.  When it was announced that he 
and his wife would attend a Giants-Tigers game, that 
game received advanced billing which exceeded any 
sporting event in Japanese history.  It was considered 
to be the ultimate honor to participate in this game.  
The game itself lived up to the hype.  The back and 
forth struggle saw the Giants take a 4-2 lead on 
Sadaharu Oh’s homer.  The Tigers tied it in the top of 
the 8th.  Murayama was then brought in from the 
bullpen and retired the Giants in order.  In the bottom 
of the 9th, with the score still tied, Murayama faced 
Shigeo Nagashima, Japan’s Golden Boy.  In a 
confrontation worthy of the greatest samurai, tension 
mounted with each pitch.  On a 2-2 count, Nagashima 
hit an inside pitch into the left field stands.  It was a 
“Sayonara” homer that is considered to be the 
greatest moment in Japanese sporting history.  To 
this day, many Tigers supporters believe the ball was 
foul.  Nevertheless, that homer cemented the Giants’ 
position as Japan’s team after winning the “greatest 
game ever played.”    
 
 

 

 

1959 JCM30b Team Name Back RC 

 
Selected Minoru Murayama Cards 
 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game RC 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back RC 
1959 JCM33d Yamakatsu RC 
1959 JCM33e Yamakatsu RC 
1960 JCM30c Team Name Back 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM12d Marusan 
1961 JCM13a Marusho 
1961 JCM39 Marusho 
1964 JG2 Morinaga Top Star 
1964 JG3 Fujiya Gum 
1967 JG4 Kabaya-Leaf 
1975 NST Stamp #126 
1991 BBM #225 
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Murayama had many more great years.  His rhythmic, 
controlled pitching style became known as “Zatopek 
Pitching” after the famed Olympic distance runner.  
He was a power pitcher, but he still maintained a 
career strikeout to walk ratio of over 3.5:1!  He won 
the Sawamura Award two more times (1965 and 
1966). He was named to eight All-Star teams and 
three Best Nine teams.  Three times, his season ERA 
was an astounding 1.20 or lower, including 0.98 (the 
modern record) in 1970.  He won more than 20 
games five times and won the Central League MVP 
in 1962.  He had 55 career shutouts.  He gained 
admission into the Meikyukai with 222 lifetime wins.  
He was on pennant winning teams in 1962 and 1964.  
Still, Murayama is most remembered for his role in 
the Emperor’s Game. 
 
Murayama vs. Nagashima duels continued 
throughout both players’ careers.  Murayama exacted 
small measures of revenge by predicting that he 
would achieve his 1,500th and 2,000th career 
strikeouts against Nagashima and then delivering.   
 
Finally, after battling a circulation problem in his arm 
for five seasons, Murayama retired after the 1972 
season.  From 1970 to 1972, he managed the Tigers 
with decent success, but his teams always trailed the 
Giants at season’s end.  He had a second stint as 
Tigers manager in 1988-89, and was also a TV 
commentator in later years.  He was elected to the 
Japan Hall of Fame in 1993.  In 1998, at the age of 
61, the valiant warrior lost his final battle to rectal 
cancer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
509 222(13th) 147 3050.1 2271 2271 (9th) 639 2.09 (6th) 
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Shigeo Nagashima   長島  茂雄 
(1936-    ) 
Player: Giants 1958-74 
Manager: Giants 1975-80, Giants 1993- present 
 

Japan's most popular player, Nagashima, nicknamed 
"Mr. Giants," played for Yomiuri between 1958 and 
1974.  Nagashima is a Japanese cultural icon, on the 
same level as Babe Ruth and Joe DiMaggio in 
America.  Most Japanese consider Nagashima to 
have been the greatest player of all-time.   
 
A college star with Rikkyo University, Nagashima 
signed with the Giants with great fanfare.  Although 
Masaichi Kaneda struck him out four times in his first 
game, Nagashima quickly became a superstar.  He 
captured the Central League Rookie of the Year 
honors in 1958 as he led the league in HR, RBI, hits, 
runs, and doubles.  He also hit .305 with 37 stolen 
bases and was named to his first Best Nine team.  
Nagashima went on to be chosen for the Best Nine in 
every season of his career. 
 
Nagashima was known as the ultimate clutch player.  
He led the league in RBI five times, and hit .343 with 
25 homers and 66 RBI in 265 Japan Series at bats.  
He also racked up five Central League MVP awards, 
and four Japan Series MVP awards.  Yet, his best 
remembered clutch performance was his “sayanora” 
(game ending) home run in the first pro-baseball 
game attended by Emperor Hirohito.  This famous 
home run was voted the most memorable sporting 
performance in Japanese history. 
 
Nagashima was also known for his outstanding 
defensive ability.  Likened to Brooks Robinson, he set 
the standard for the hot corner and drew the attention 
of American players and managers.  Most of his 
Major League opponents agree that he probably 
would have been a star in the Majors.  Against touring 
Major League teams, Nagashima hit .292 in 202 at 
bats with 5 homers, 25 RBI, 4 stolen bases, and 
walked 25 times vs. 18 strikeouts.  He also compiled 
a .370 on-base percentage. 
 
In all, he won two home run titles, five RBI titles, six 
batting titles, five MVP awards, and was named to the 
Best Nine team for 17 straight years.  During his 17 
seasons with the Giants, the team won the Central 
League championship 13 times and became Japan's 
champion 11 times.  Nagashima ranks among the top 
ten career leaders in runs scored (9th), hits (7th), 
doubles (5th), triples (8th), RBI (6th), batting average 
(10th), and slugging percentage (7th). 
 

 
 

64 JG2 Morinaga Top Star 

 
 

Selected Shigeo Nagashima Cards 
 
1958 JCM29 Cartoon Catcher RC 
1958 JCM38 Marusho RC 
1958 JCM30b Team Name Back RC 
1958 JCM32b Marumatsu RC 
1958 JCM33b Yamakatsu RC 
1958 JBR14 Nagashima Bromides 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM11 Marusan 
1964 JG2 Morinaga Top Star 
1964 JG3 Fujiya Gum 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #12 
1973 Calbee #1-6 
1974/75 Calbee #6-8 
1975 NST Stamp #1-18 
1975/76 Calbee #1 
1991 BBM 224 
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After retiring at the end of the 1974 season, 
Nagashima became the Giants’ manager the 
following season.  The team finished in last place with 
a .382 winning percentage – the worst finish in the 
club’s history.  Because of his popularity, Nagashima 
was not dismissed.   In a complete turn around, he 
led the Giants to the pennant in both 1976 and 1977.  
The Giants just missed another pennant in 1978 and 
then tumbled to fifth place in 1979.  After finishing 
third in 1980, Nagashima stepped down as manager.  
With great fanfare, Nagashima returned as the 
Giants’ skipper in 1993 – a position he still holds.  In 
his second tenure, he has led the Giants to three 
Central League titles and the Japan Series 
championship in 2000.  He was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1988. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2186 8094 1270 (9th) 2471 (7th) 444 1522 (6th) 190 .305 (10th) 
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Miyoshi Nakagawa  中河  美芳 
(1920-1944) 
Eagles 1937-39, Kurowashi 1940-41 
 

Known as The Octopus for his acrobatic moves 
around first base, Miyoshi Nakagawa was one of the 
finest fielders of Japanese prewar baseball.  His 
induction into the Hall of Fame was a result of his fine 
glovework.  Nakagawa was both a first baseman and 
pitcher.  Born in Tottori, he represented Tottori Middle 
School (later Tottori East High School) at Koshien in 
1934 and 1936.  The 5’8”, 140 lb. left-hander enrolled 
briefly at Kansai University, but was signed by the 
Eagles when he was only 17 years old. 
 
Pitching and playing first base regularly for the Eagles 
and their successors Kurowashi (the Black Eagles), 
he went 13 and 5 with a 2.05 ERA (third-best in the 
league) his rookie year (1937 Fall).  The following 
year, Nakagawa fashioned a 1.98 ERA. placing third 
in the league again.  At the plate, however, he only 
hit .216 with no homers in 218 at bats. 
 
In 1939, playing primarily at first base, Nakagawa hit 
.282 and was named to the Best 10.  He also went 6 
and 6 with a 1.64 in 17 games on the mound.  The 
following year was a disappointment, however.  He 
hit only .229 (but did hit his only professional home 
run), and went 7-15 with a 3.22 ERA on the mound.  
He finished his career in 1941 with a .236 batting 
average and a 7-9 record with a 2.31 ERA.  After the 
season, Nakagawa was drafted and eventually 
became a wartime casualty, dying off the coast of 
Luzon in the Philippines in 1944.  Overall, he had a 
41-38 record with a 2.32 ERA as a hurler and a .242 
lifetime batting average.  He was elected to the Hall 
of Fame in 1986. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

No Known Cards 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
373 1342 113 325 1 123 27 .242 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
111 41 38 736.2 609 259 335 2.32 
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Haruyasu Nakajima  中島  治康 
(1909-1987) 
Player: Giants 1936-49, Whales 1950-1951 
Manager: Giants 1943, 1946-47; Whales 1951 
 

Japan’s first slugging superstar, Nakajima was the 
driving offensive force behind the pre-War Giants 
teams.  A native of Nagano, Nakajima was the 
winning pitcher for Matsumoto Commercial High 
School when they won the National High School 
Baseball Championship in 1928.  Converted to the 
outfield, Nakajima stared at Waseda University.  After 
graduation, he played for Fujikura Electric before 
becoming a charter member of the Yomiuri Giants. 
 
In the Spring of 1937, the league’s first full season, 
Nakajima led the league in homers.  During the Fall 
season, he led the league in RBI.  The following year, 
he led the league in hits during the Spring season, 
and in the fall, the pint sized (5’9”, 160 lb.) right-
handed slugger won Japan’s first Triple Crown with 
10 home runs, 38 RBI and a .361 batting average in 
38 games.  Upon winning the Triple Crown, Nakajima 
was dubbed “the Japanese Home Run Baker.”  In all, 
Nakajima led the league in home runs twice, RBI four 
times, batting average once, and hits three times.  A 
deadly curve ball hitter, he exhibited power to all parts 
of the field, and was known as an exponent of 
opposite field hitting.   Nakajima was also known for 
his incredibly strong arm.  He often threw out runners 
at first base, or forced players at second on balls hit 
to him in the outfield. 
 
Nakajima was a playing manager during much of his 
career.  In his first season as manager (1943), he led 
the Giants to their sixth straight league title.  After two 
years out of baseball, he returned in 1946 to lead the 
Giants to a second place finish.  In 1947, the team 
got off to a slow start, and he was stripped of his 
managerial duties.  In 1950, he was traded to the 
Whales, where he became player/manager in 1951.  
The Whales were in last place when he was removed 
that July. 
 
After retiring in 1951, Nakajima wrote part time for the 
Yomiuri Shinbun and was active in amateur baseball.  
He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1963. 
 

 

 
 

1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 

 
Selected Haruyasu Nakajima Cards 
 
1948 JBR10 Sepia Bromide 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 
1948 JGA2 Purple Tint Dice Game 
2000 Century’s Best #85 
2000 Century’s Best #205 
2000 Century’s Best #325 
2000 Century’s Best #445 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
871 3296 397 889 57 493 103 .270 
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Futoshi Nakanishi  中西  太 
(1933-    ) 
Player: Lions 1952-1969 
Manager: Lions 1962-69 
 

During the 1950s, Futoshi Nakanishi was the most 
feared slugger in the Pacific League.  Standing at 5 
feet 8 ½ inches and weighing 205 pounds, the broad-
shouldered Nakanishi could generate incredible 
power.  Between 1953 and 1958, he led the Pacific 
League in homers in all but one season.  In July 1953, 
he smashed a 500 foot homer over the centerfield 
scoreboard in Fukuoka’s Heiwadai Stadium. 
 
As a rookie the 19-year-old Nakanishi had instant 
success, winning the Rookie of the Year award with 
a .281 batting average, 12 home runs, and 16 stolen 
bases in 1952.  The following year, he just missed the 
triple crown as he led the Pacific League with 36 
homers and 86 RBI but finished second in batting.  He 
also led the league in runs scored and hits.  After a 
strong 1954 season (.296, 31 HR, 82 RBI), Nakanishi 
narrowly missed the Triple Crown again in the 1955 
when he led the league with a .332 batting average 
and 35 home runs, but fell one RBI short of that 
crown.  In 1956, Nakanishi was named the Pacific 
League MVP as his .325 average, 29 homers, and 95 
RBI helped bring the Lions the championship.  After 
leading the league with 100 RBI in 1957, Nakanishi 
just missed the Triple Crown again in 1958.  He won 
the batting title with a .314 average, and the HR 
crown with 23, but was just 1 RBI away from the RBI 
title.  
 
Nakanishi seriously injured his wrist in 1959, which 
limited his playing time for the rest of his career.  After 
the injury, he never played in more than 100 games 
in any season, and he was often limited to fewer than 
50 games.  He continued as a part-time player until 
he became the Lions’ player-manager in 1962.  
Nakanishi finally retired as an active player in 1969.  
He retired with a .307 lifetime batting average and 
244 homers.  His career batting average is the ninth 
best in the history of the game.  He led the league in 
home runs five times, RBI three times, batting twice, 
and was selected to seven Best Nine teams. 
 
Nakanishi probably had Major League potential.  
During the 1953 Major League All-Star tour, he 
attracted the attention of Leo Durocher as he hit .278.  
Writing in 1955, John Holway notes: “In the 1953 
post-season test, Nakanishi ripped into Bob Lemon, 
Curt Simmons, Ed Lopat, Mike Garcia and Robin 
Roberts for an even .300 average [sic].  In 
desperation, the big leaguers threw up a Ted Williams 
shift to the left, moving Billy Martin over to the left of 
second,  to try to stop Nakanishi’s wicked 

 

 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 

Selected Futoshi Nakanishi Cards 
 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu Bromide 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1957 JCM37 Marusho 
1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
1959 JCM33e Yamakatsu 
1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1963 JCM14f Marukami 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1964 JG1 Morinaga Standup 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #351 
1991 BBM #227 
2000 Century’s Best #63 
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drives down the foul line.”   Overall, Nakanishi hit .237 
in 135 at bats against touring Major League teams, 
but he also added 17 runs scored, 20 RBI, and 5 
homers. 
 
Nakanishi was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1999. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1388 4116 673 1262 244 785 142 .307 (9th) 
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Hiroshi Nakao  中尾  碩志 
(1919-1977) 
Giants 1939-1957 
 

During his sixteen-year career with the Giants, the 
left-handed Nakao was a consistent and reliable 
starter.  Born in Mie Prefecture, Nakao pitched at 
Kyoto Commercial High School.  He was signed by 
the Giants in 1939 using the name Teruzo Nakao.  
Nakao had a strong rookie season, going 12-5 with a 
2.61 ERA and pitching a no-hitter against the 
Senators on November 3rd.  By 1940 he was a star, 
winning 26 games with a 1.76 ERA.  A hard thrower 
despite his size (5’9”, 155 lbs.), Nakao was often 
slated as the Giants’ second or even third starter, but 
he was capable of dominating the opposition.  In 
1941, Nakao again won 26 while losing 9, posting a 
1.54 ERA, and a league-leading 179 strikeouts.  On 
July 16th, he tossed his second no-hitter, this time 
against the Dragons. 
 
After missing three years during World War II, he 
came back with a vengeance and a new first name.  
Now known as Hiroshi Nakao, in 1948 he led the 
league in wins with 27, strikeouts with 187, and ERA 
with 1.87 runs per game.  He received the Sawamura 
Award for this remarkable performance.   
 
Although Nakao remained a capable pitcher, 1948 
was his last great year.  In his remaining nine 
seasons, he had six winning years.  His best came in 
1955 when he ranked up 16 wins and posted a 2.11 
ERA.  The following year, Nakao had one of the few 
losing seasons of his career, going 5-7, but  with a 
stellar 2.02 ERA.  In 1957, he pitched only 6.1 innings 
before retiring.   
 
In all, he won 209 games while losing only 127, and 
ended with a 2.48 lifetime ERA.  Being a member of 
several powerful Giants teams, he pitched in four 
different Japan Series during the latter part of his 
career posting a miserly 1.93 ERA in 28 innings.  
After retiring, Nakao served as manager for the 
Giants’ farm team and devoted much time to 
scouting.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1998. 
 

 

 

1950 JBR2 Bromide 

 
Selected Hiroshi Nakao Cards 
 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JK3 Karuta 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen Bromide 
1948 JGA2 Purple Tint Dice Game 
1949 JBR13 Sepia Bromide 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
516 209 127 3057 2386 1597 1436 2.48 (15th) 
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Rikuo Nemoto 根 本   陸 夫 
(1926-1999) 
Player: Pearls 1952-1954, 1957 
Manager: Carp 1968-72; Lions 1978-81; Hawks 1993-4 

 
Born in Ibaragi Prefecture, Nemoto was a shrewd 
judge of talent and one of Japan’s greatest general 
managers.  Nemoto caught for Hosei University 
before signing with the Kintetsu Pearls in 1952.  He 
played four seasons with the Pearls, primarily as a 
backup catcher.  He hit .189 with 2 home runs in 370 
lifetime at bats.  After retiring, Nemoto coached the 
Buffaloes from 1962 to 1966.  In 1967, he coached 
for the Carp and became their manager the following 
year.  In his first year at the helm, he lifted the Carp 
from last to a third-place finish.  The Carp, however, 
fell to the cellar again in 1969.  After two fourth-place 
finishes in 1970 and 1971, the Carp once again 
finished last in 1972 and Nemoto was dismissed.  
During Nemoto’s tenure as manager, he helped 
develop the young players, such as Sachio Kinugasa 
and Koji Yamamoto, who would lead the Carp 
dynasty of the late 1970s and early 1980s. 
 
From 1978 to 1981, Nemoto managed the Lions.  
Once again, he had little success as a manager as 
the team never finished higher than fourth.  But again, 
Nemoto helped develop the players that made the 
Lions the strongest team of the 1980s.  In 1982, 
Nemoto left the dugout and became Seibu’s general 
manager.  That same year, Tatsuro Hirooka guided 
the Lions to the Japan Series championship.  Under 
Nemoto’s direction, the Lions would go on to win 9 
pennants during the next 11 years.  After leaving the 
Lions in 1992, Nemoto joined the Hawks’ 
organization.  As the manager, he led the Hawks to a 
last-place finish in 1993 and fourth-place in 1994.  At 
the end of the 1994 season, he became the team’s 
general manager and invited Sadaharu Oh to 
manage the team.  From his new position, Nemoto 
successfully rebuilt the team.  In April 1999, Nemoto 
died.  Later that year, the Hawks won their first of two 
consecutive pennants and beat the Dragons in the 
Japan Series.  Nemoto was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 2001. 
 
 

 

 
 

1993 BBM #391 

 
Selected Rikuo Nemoto Cards 
 
1993 BBM #391 
1994 BBM # 475 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
186 370 21 70 2 23 4 .189 
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Yukio Nishimoto  西本  幸雄 
(1920-    ) 
Player:  Orions 1950-55  
Manager:  Orions 1960, Braves 1963-1973, Buffaloes 1974-1981 
 

The “Marv Levy of Japan,” Nishimoto is the Hall of 
Fame manager who never won the big one.  He had 
the misfortune to manage in the Pacific League 
during the era of two great Central League 
dynasties—the V9 Giants (1965-73) and the 
Hiroshima Carp Red Helmets (1975-80).  As a result, 
his teams won eight Pacific League pennants and lost 
eight Japan Series! 
  
Yukio Nishimoto was born in Wakayama Prefecture.  
The diminutive lefty (5’7”, 140 lbs.) started his middle 
school career as a second baseman.  He pitched at 
Rikkio University.  A broken shoulder caused him to 
switch to first base, which, despite his small stature, 
became his permanent position.  After graduating 
from Rikkio University in 1943, Nishimoto was 
drafted.  He served in China and returned to baseball 
in June 1946. 
 
Nishimoto spent the 1946-1949 seasons playing in 
the industrial leagues, and for the All-Kyoto squad.  In 
1950, he joined the Orions and spent the next six 
seasons as a reserve infielder.  Although he began 
his pro career by being on the winning side in the 
inaugural Japan Series, it would be his only 
championship.  He was named team captain in 1953, 
and became a player/coach in 1954.  Nishimoto 
retired as a player in 1955 with a lifetime batting 
average of .244 and only six lifetime homers.  
 
Nishimoto returned as Orions’ manager in 1960.  In 
his first season, his team won the Pacific League 
pennant, but lost the Japan Series to the Whales.  
After taking two years off from pro baseball, he was 
hired by the Braves.  During his eleven year stint as 
the Braves’ manager, he led the team to five 
pennants but lost in the Series each time to 
Kawakami’s V-9 Giants.  After the 1973 season, 
Nishimoto left the Braves for the Buffaloes.   He won 
two pennants for Kintetsu during his eight-season 
reign, but was beaten twice by the Carp in the Japan 
Series, both times in seven games.  By the end of his 
career, Nishimoto had won 1384 games, but he never 
won the one that counted!  He was elected to the Hall 
of Fame in 1988 and is still active as a television 
commentator.  

 

 
1975 NST Stamp #167 

 
 
 
 

Selected Yukio Nishimoto Cards 
 
1950 JGA4 Color Game RC 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Timu Awase RC 
1975 NST Stamp #167 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
491 1131 151 276 6 99 44 .244 
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Yukio Nishimura  西村  幸生 
(1910-1945) 
Tigers 1937-39 
 

 Known as the first “Giant Killer,” Yukio Nishimura, 
next to the immortal Eiji Sawamura, was the most 
talented Japanese pitcher to be killed during World 
War II.  Like Sawamura, Nishimura was born in Ise 
City (Mie Prefecture).  The little right-hander (5’6”, 
140 lb.) pitched for Uji Yamada High School, the 
Maetetsu team and Kansai University before turning 
pro. 
 
In 1937, Nishimura joined the Tigers.  In his rookie 
season (Fall 1937), he led the league in wins and 
ERA (15-3, 1.48) as the Tigers won their first league 
pennant by ½ game.  The Tigers coasted to another 
title in Spring 1938 and Nishimura was 11-4, 1.52.  All 
told, he won 44 games in 1937-38.  His effectiveness 
declined in 1939 as he slipped to 11 and 9 with a 2.43 
ERA.  Nishimura was known as an All-Star tippler as 
well as an All-Star baseball player.  He was 
affectionately called “The Heavy Drinking Pitcher.”   
 
Following the 1939 season, Nishimura quit the Tigers 
to play for an industrial team in Manchuria, thus 
ending a spectacular Japan Pro League career (55-
21, 2.01).  In 1944, he was drafted into the service.  
He was killed in combat on Matangas Island in the 
Philippines in April 1945.  Nishimura was elected to 
the Japan Hall of Fame in 1977. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

No Known Cards 

 
JCM14f 1963 Marukami Menko 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
112 54 21 733.1 595 393 350 2.00 
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Michio Nishizawa 西沢  道夫 
(1921-1977) 
Player: Dragons 1937-46, Stars 1947-48, Dragons 1948-1958 
Manager: Dragons 1964-67 
 

The Dragons gave this high school star from Tokyo a 
tryout at the age of 15!  Less than a year later (Fall 
1937), Nishizawa made his Dragons debut.  Except 
for a little more than two seasons with the Stars, he 
spent his entire twenty-two year career with the 
Dragons.  Nishizawa began as a pitcher.  His finest 
season on the mound came in 1940 when he went 20 
and 9 with a 1.92 ERA.  In that deadball season, 
however, his stingy ERA was just 16th best in the 
league.  Two years later (1942), Nishizawa pitched a 
no-hitter against the Hankyu team.  Despite these 
achievements, Nishizawa was not a particularly gifted 
pitcher.  He had winning records in only two of his 
seven seasons as a hurler, and ended with a career 
60-65 record and 2.33 ERA in a hitting poor era. 
 
The Dragons should thank the Stars, who converted 
the lanky right-hander (6’, 160 lb.)  into an outfielder.  
He returned to the Dragons in 1949, and his career 
soared.  For the next ten years, Nishizawa hammered 
Central League pitching, batting as high as .353 and 
hitting as many as 46 homers.  Known as a line drive 
hitter, Nishizawa often hit to left field although 
according to John Holway in 1955 he would “slap line 
drive Texas leaguers to all fields.”  Although he only 
hit .192 in 52 at bats against touring Major Leaguers, 
he shocked Mel Parnell in 1951 with a home run.   
 
In 1954, he led the Dragons to their only Japan Series 
title in the team’s 65 year history.  In August of 1954, 
the Dragons were stuck in second place and 
Nishizawa was hitting in the mid .280s.  During the 
last two months Nishizawa got hot and as his batting 
average climbed to .341 the Dragons surged past the 
Giants to win the Central League pennant and later 
the Japan Series.  During his career, Nishizawa won 
a batting title (1952), an RBI title (1952) and was 
selected to three Best Nine teams.  Nishizawa 
managed the Dragons from 1964-67.  He lived just 
long enough to see his Hall of Fame induction in 1977 
and the retirement of his familiar #15 jersey. 

 

 
 

1950 JCM5 Kagome “Flying Bat” 
 
 
 

Selected Michio Nishizawa Cards 
 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1949 JDM2 Mask 
1949 JRM2 Starburst Menko 
1949 JRM4 Playing Card Menko 
1949 JCM4 All Japan/Seals Menko 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JCM5 Kagome “Flying Bat” 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 
1952 JCM8 Menko 
1957 JCM43b Marusan 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM33a Yamakatsu 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #51 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1704 5999 750 1717 212 940 56 .286 
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Jiro Noguchi  野口  二郎 
(1920-    ) 
Senators 1939, Tsubasa 1940, Taiho 1941-1942, Lions 1953, Braves 1946-1953 
 

Noguchi was the ultimate Iron Man on the mound.  
Born in Nagoya, he first rose to prominence with 
Chukyo Commercial High School in 1937 at the 
National High School Baseball Championships.  At 
Koshien that year, he was the losing pitcher in the 
championship game.  Undaunted, he came back to 
win the 1938 championship game, tossing a no hitter 
to win a 1-0 decision.  Noguchi was the first pitcher in 
the history of the high school championships to throw 
four consecutive shutouts.  Noguchi entered Hosei 
University, but left at the age of 19 to play pro ball. 
 
As a rookie with the Senators in 1939, Noguchi, a 
slight (5’ 9”, 140 lb.) right-hander, pitched in 69 
games, 459 innings and won 33 games.  That was 
just the beginning of his Iron Man exploits. The 
following may be the most impressive set of pitching 
statistics ever recorded in any league, anywhere in 
the world:  From 1939 to 1942, Noguchi won 132 
games!  That’s an average of 33 wins per season!  In 
1942, he capped this incredible run with 40 wins in 
527 1/3 innings pitched!  He also had 19 shutouts in 
1942.  His ERA’s from 1940 to 1942 were a 
microscopic 0.93, 0.88 and 1.19!  On May 28, 1942, 
Noguchi went the distance and got no decision in a 
4-4 tie that went 28 innings before it was stopped! 
 
After a comparatively ho hum 25-13 season in 1943, 
World War II interrupted Noguchi’s career.  In 1946, 
he returned to play for the Braves.  While still a decent 
pitcher (15-14, 2.67), it was his batting exploits that 
took center stage.  Noguchi had always played some 
infield and outfield on his non-pitching days.  In 1946, 
his hitting reached a peak.  He batted .298 in 336 at 
bats, including a then record 31 game hitting streak.  
He continued to divide his time between pitching and 
position playing over the remainder of his career.  
From 1946 to 1950, he averaged 15 wins per year on 
the mound and batted .267.  After his retirement in 
1952, Noguchi managed Kintetsu’s minor league 
team.  He entered the Hall of Fame in 1989. 

 
 

 

 

1948 NC Menko 

 
 
 
 

Selected Jiro Noguchi Cards 
 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JGA2 Purple Tint Dice Game 
1948 JGA6 Osaka Japan Game 
1948 NC Menko 
1949 JDM3 Mask 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JRM7 Kagome 
2000 Century’s Best #4 
2000 Century’s Best #124 
2000 Century’s Best #244 
2000 Century’s Best #364 
 

 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
517 237 (11th) 138 3446.1 (12th) 2677 1396 665 1.96 (2nd) 
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Katsuya Nomura  野村  克也 
(1935-    ) 
Player: Hawks 1954-1977, Orions 1978, Lions 1979-1980 
Manager: Hawks 1970-1977, Swallows 1990-1998, Tigers 1999- present 
 

Katsuya Nomura was perhaps the Pacific League's 
greatest player and certainly the best catcher in the 
history of Japanese ball.  The superstar’s career 
started modestly.  He was signed by the Hawks in 
1954 as a virtual unknown and given a salary of less 
than $10 a month.  He made only 11 plate 
appearances during his rookie season and none in 
1955.  In 1956, Nomura became the Hawks starting 
catcher as he hit .252 with 7 homers.  Despite the 
average offensive performance, he was selected to 
the Best Nine for the first of 13 straight seasons.  The 
following year (1957) Nomura became a star as hit 
.302 with a league leading 30 home runs.  Nomura 
would not dip below double digits in home runs again 
for 20 years.  During the 1960s, Nomura won 8 
straight home run titles (1961-1968) and 6 straight 
RBI titles (1962-1967).  In 1963, he set the Japanese 
record for the most home runs in a season with 52 
(Sadaharu Oh broke this record the following year).  
In 1965, Nomura won the first triple crown in Pacific 
League history with a .320 average, 42 homers and 
110 RBI.   
 
Nomura also shined as a defensive catcher and was 
adept at handling pitchers.  An ironman, he caught 
nearly every game the Hawks played from 1956 to 
1973.  He led the league in games played six times 
in his career, and played in at least 125 games in 17 
seasons. 
 
In 1970, Nomura became a player/manager for the 
Hawks, winning one championship before leaving the 
team after the 1977 season.  He retired as a player 
after the 1980 season with 657 home runs (2nd on 
the all-time list), 1,988 RBI (2nd on the all-time list), 
and 2,901 hits (2nd on the all-time list).  During his 
career, he won 9 HR titles, 7 RBI titles, a batting title, 
a triple crown, 5 MVP awards and was selected to the 
Pacific League Best Nine team 19 times.  His 
accomplishments helped the Hawks win 7 Pacific 
League championships.  He was elected to the Hall 
of Fame in 1989.   
 
Although famous for his prickly personality, Nomura 
has become one of Japan's greatest managers since 
retiring as a player.  In 1990, he took the reins of the 
lowly Yakult Swallows and led them to four Central 
League titles in nine years.  Nomura currently 
manages the Hanshin Tigers. 

 

 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 

 
 
 

Selected Katsuya Nomura Cards 
 

1957 JCM37 Marusho 
1957-58 JC M26 Menko 
1958 JCM38 Marusho 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM11 Marusan 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1964 JG2 Morinaga Top Star 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf 
1973 Calbee #81 
1974/75 Calbee #52-53 
1975/76 Calbee #32 
1975?76 Calbee #952 
1979 TCMA #13 
1995 BBM #321 

 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

3017 (1st) 10472 (1st) 1509 (4th) 2901 (2nd) 657 (2nd) 1988 (2nd) 117 .277 
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Hiromitsu Ochiai   落合   博満 
(1953-    ) 
Orions 1979-86, Dragons 1987-93, Giants 1994-96, Fighters 1997-98 
 

Japanese baseball prides itself on its rigorous 
training, deference to hierarchy, and tradition.  
Hiromitsu Ochiai broke all of these ideals and 
became one of its greatest players.  Ochiai brings out 
passion in most of the Japanese baseball community.  
Many, like Sadaharu Oh, believe that his arrogance, 
disrespect, and lack of discipline sent a poor 
message to young fans.  Others venerate him as a 
rebel fighting for individuality.   
 
Even as a schoolboy, Ochiai disliked regimentation 
and quit his high school team seven times, but each 
time his coach coaxed him back.  In college, 
disgusted by the duties imposed on freshman 
players, Ochiai quit the baseball team.  Instead, he 
preferred bowling and nearly turned professional.  
After graduating, however, he played ball in the 
Industrial Leagues before signing with the Orions in 
1979.   
 
The 25-year-old rookie saw limited action in 1979 and 
1980, but emerged as a star in 1981 when he won 
the batting title and hit 33 homers.  The following 
year, he won the triple crown with a .325 batting 
average, 32 home runs, and 99 RBI.  Now a 
superstar, the outspoken Ochiai criticized Japanese 
training methods and the baseball establishment.  He 
began refusing to attend “voluntary” January 
practices and loafed during spring training and pre-
game workouts.   
 
Nonetheless, Ochiai won his second triple crown in 
1985 with one of the strongest seasons in the history 
of Japanese ball.  Playing in all 130 games, he led 
the league with a .367 average (the 11th best single 
season average), 52 homers (the 4th highest in one 
season), and 146 RBI (the 3rd best season total), 101 
walks, and 118 runs scored (6th highest single season 
total).  He was, of course, named the Pacific League’s 
MVP.  In the off-season, he shocked the public by 
predicting a third triple crown.  His statement was 
denounced as arrogant and was widely criticized.  
Yet, Ochiai’s prediction came true as he produced 
nearly identical numbers: .360 BA, 50 HR, 116 RBI, 
101 BB, and 98 runs.  After the 1986 season, the 
Orions replaced easy-going manager Kazuhisa Inao 
with the more disciplined Michiyo Arito.  Realizing that 
a clash was inevitable, the Orions traded Ochiai to 
the Chunichi Dragons. 
 
 

 

 
1985 Calbee # 71 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Hiromitsu Ochiai Cards 
 
1981 Takara RC 
1982 Takara 
1983 Takara 
1984 Takara 
1985 Calbee #71, 145, 259 
1986 Calbee #46, 55 
1987 Calbee #102, 113, 122 
1988 Calbee #25, 177, 208 
1990 Calbee #27 
1990 Lotte #69 
1991 BBM #141, 209, 210 
1992 BBM #17, 24, 315,  
1993 Kanebo #18 
1991 BBM #316 
1994 ID #5, 186 
1995 BBM #50, 347 
1996 BBM #318, 552, 545 
1997 BBM #91 
1998 BBM #453 
1999 BBM #544-548, 564 
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Although Ochiai’s first season with the Dragons was 
strong (.331 BA, 28 HR, and 85 RBI), he did not lead 
the league in any of these categories.  Embarrassed 
by these numbers and his failure to win another 
predicted triple crown, Ochiai took a pay cut and 
arrived promptly at the Dragons’ post-season training 
camp.  Ochiai’s new training regimen, however, did 
not lead to another triple crown.  In all, he played 7 
seasons with the Dragons winning 2 HR and 2 RBI 
titles as well as leading the league in walks 6 times 
and runs scored 3 times.  After the 1993 season, 
Ochiai became one of Japan’s first free agents and 
signed with the Yomiuri Giants.  Although clearly 
sliding towards the end of his career, the now pot-
bellied first baseman was a catalyst in two Giants’ 
pennants.  His final two years were spent with the 
Fighters as a player/coach. 
 
Ochiai led his league in home runs, RBIs, batting 
average, and runs scored five times each.  He also 
led the league in walks 9 times.  He was named to 
the Best Nine 9 times and was the MVP 2 times.  He 
is the only player in the history of Japanese baseball 
to win three triple crowns.  He retired after the 1998 
season with 510 career home runs (5th on Japan's 
all-time list), 1564 RBI (5th on Japan's all-time list), 
2371 hits (9th on Japan's all-time list), and a .311 
batting average (7th best in the history of Japanese 
baseball). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2236 7627 1335 (7th) 2371 (9th) 510 (5th) 1564 (5th) 65 .311 (7th) 
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Sadaharu Oh  王  貞治 
(1940-    ) 
Player: Giants 1959-1980 
Manager: Giants 1984-88, Hawks 1995-present 
 

Probably the most famous Japanese player, Oh 
actually carries a Taiwanese passport because his 
father is Chinese.  Oh played for the Yomiuri Giants 
from 1959 to 1980, and is the world's home run leader 
with 868.  
 
As a schoolboy Oh was a star pitcher, leading 
Waseda to the Koshien championship in 1957 and 
hitting home runs in two consecutive games in the 
1958 Koshien tournament.  The following year, with 
much fanfare, Oh signed with the Giants.  His first 
professional season was a disaster as he only hit 
.161 and struck out 72 times in 193 at bats.  Although 
he improved over the next few years, Oh did not 
become a star until Hiroshi Arakawa helped him 
develop his famed flamingo batting stance in 1962.  
After adopting the new stance, Oh went on to lead the 
Central League in home runs for thirteen straight 
seasons and walks in eighteen consecutive years.  
His batting average also rose fifty points with the new 
stance.   
 
Oh was not a one-dimensional player; he also won 
five batting titles, 13 RBI titles, two triple crowns and 
nine gold gloves as well as 15 home run titles.  This 
led to nine MVP awards, being named to 18 Best 
Nine teams, and in his Giants winning 11 Japan 
Series and an additional three Central League titles.  
In Japan Series play Oh hit a record 29 homers and 
also managed at least one home run in 13 straight 
series.   
 
There is little doubt that Oh could have been a Major 
League star.  Nearly all Major League opponents 
were impressed with his abilities.  Against touring 
Major League teams, Oh hit .259 with 20 home runs 
in 325 at bats but had an enviable .409 on-base 
percentage.  In individual tours, Oh hit .344 (21 for 
61) with 5 homers against the Dodgers in 1966, .356 
(21 for 59) with 3 homers against the Cardinals in 
1968, and .322 (19 for 59) with 6 homers against the 
Mets in 1974. 
 
Oh retired after the 1980 season. He managed the 
Giants from 1984 through 1988.  He is now the 
manager of the Fukuoka Daiei Hawks.  As a 
manager, Oh has won three pennants and one Japan 
Series title.  Oh was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
1994. 

 

 
 

1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu RC 
 
 
 
 

Selected Sadaharu Oh Cards 
 
1959 JCM24 Hoshi Gangu RC 
1959 JCM31c Marukami RC 
1959 JCM32c Marumatsu RC 
1959 JCM32e Marumatsu RC 
1959 JCM42d Marusan RC 
1959 JCM39 Maruta RC 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM35 Doyusha 
1962 JCM13b Marusho 
1962 JCM14e Marukami 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1963 JCM14f Marukami 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1964 JG2 Morinaga Top Star 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #11 
1973 Calbee #7-12 
1974 Calbee #137-146 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 TCMA #1 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

2831 (2nd) 9250 (4th) 1967 (1st) 2786 (3rd) 868 (1st) 2170 (1st) 84 .301 (14th) 
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Yasunori Oshima  大島  康徳 
(1960-    ) 
Dragons 1971-87, Fighters 1988-94 
Manager:  Fighters 2000 
 

During his childhood in Oita Prefecture, Oshima, a 
large boy, excelled at volleyball and boys’ sumo.  He 
never became seriously involved in baseball until he 
played for Nakatsu Industrial High School.  Upon 
graduating, Oshima, at six feet, 190 lbs., drew 
interest from several sports.  In 1969, he was drafted 
by the Dragons in the third round and selected a 
career in baseball.  Since he was not yet a polished 
player, Oshima spent most of the next three years 
with the Dragons farm team.  He made his major 
league debut in June 1972, but it took several years 
before he became a regular.  He was immediately 
popular with younger fans, as he was one of the first 
players to wear long hair, rather than the short styles 
traditionally sported by Japanese athletes at that 
time. 
 
A power-hitting first baseman/outfielder, Oshima was 
known for his pinch hitting prowess during his early 
years.  In 1976, he set the All-Time Japan record with 
seven pinch hit homers in a season.  He hit 20 pinch 
homers during his career.  He also hit two homers in 
an inning on two different occasions during the 
1970s.  In 1974, the Dragons won the Central League 
title and Oshima played in his first Japan Series.  
Finally, by 1977, Oshima was a full-time player.  In 
his prime, he teamed with Kenichi Yazawa to give the 
Dragons of the late 1970s and early 1980s a powerful 
one-two punch.  He played on four All-Star teams.  
Although he led the Central League in home runs only 
once (1983), he consistently hit over 20 homers per 
season.  The Dragons were contenders most of the 
time, and won the Central League pennant again in 
1982.   
 
In 1988, Oshima joined the Nippon Ham Fighters.  In 
August 1990, he collected his 2,000th hit and became 
a Meikyukai member.  He played through the 1994 
season, for a total of 24 years of active service.  
Although his playing time was reduced near the end 
of his career, he still managed to hit over .300 in his 
final season.  After retirement he became a baseball 
commentator for NHK.  In 2000, he embarked on the 
next phase of his career, becoming manager of the 
Ham Fighters.  

 

 
 

1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #80 
 
 
 
 

Selected Yasunori Oshima Cards 
 
1974 Calbee #219-220 
1974/75 Calbee #336 
1975/76 Calbee #46, 126 
1976 JRM10 Mitsuya Menko 
1976 JCM13 Pepsi Dragons 
1976 JCM16 Viking Menko 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #80 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1983 Calbee #224 
1984 Calbee #224 
1990 Lotte #26 
1991 Calbee #167-168 
1991 BBM #132 
1993 BBM #270 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2638 8105 1042 2204 382 1234 88 .272 
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Hiroshi Oshita  大下  弘 
(1922-1979) 
Senators 1946, Flyers 1947-51, Lions 1952-59 
Manager: Flyers 1968 
 

The antithesis of Tetsuharu Kawakami’s controlled 
demeanor was his rival Hiroshi Oshita.  This left-
handed batting outfielder was equally famous for his 
blue bat, and his sordid off-the-field behavior.   He 
was also one of the best hitters of the 1940s and 
1950s. 
 
Born in Taiwan in 1922, he entered the Japan Pro 
Baseball  in 1946 with the Senators and led the 
league with 20 homers.  In 1947, playing for the 
Flyers, Oshita led the league in batting (.315), home 
runs (17), triples (11), and hits (137).   He was named 
to his first of eight Best Nine teams.  On November 
19th, 1949, Oshita recorded seven hits in a single 
game- a record that still stands.  In its inaugural year 
(1950), Oshita led the Pacific League with a .339 
average.  The following season, he led the league in 
both home runs and batting.  His .383 batting average 
remained a Japanese record until Isao Harimoto 
topped it by .0003 in 1971. 
 
Following the 1951 season, Oshita was traded to the 
Lions.  Although he continued to put up great 
numbers, averaging about .300 with 15 homers for 
the next four years, he did not lead the league in a 
major category after the trade.  He did, however, help 
the Lions to four Pacific League pennants and three 
Japanese championships.  During his six years as a 
Lions starter, he was selected to four Best Nine 
teams.  His best season for the Lions came in 1954 
when he won the MVP Award, hitting .321 with 22 
homers, 88 RBI and 11 stolen bases.  He also won 
the 1957 Japan Series MVP award.   
 
A career .303 hitter, Oshita was selected to seven 
Best nine teams, won three batting titles and one 
MVP award.  Oshita loved the nightlife and had a 
legendary appetite for both sake and women.  His 
favorite boast was that he never learned a thing in 
college.  His election to the Hall of Fame in 1980 was 
based solely on playing ability. His short managerial 
career was a disaster, attributed to his complete lack 
of enforcement of rules of player conduct.  Sadly, 
Oshita died in 1979. 
 

 

 
 

1947 JDM1 Diecut 
 
 
 
 

Selected Hiroshi Oshita Cards 
 
1947 JDM1 Diecut 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JCM1 Action Baseball 
1948 JRM1 Menko 
1949 JRM20 Menko 
1949 JBR10 Small Sepia Bromide 
1949 JK1 Karuta 
1949 JRM2 Starburst Menko 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 
1957 JCM43b Marusan 
1958 JCM38 Marusho 
1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1547 5500 763 1667 201 861 146 .303 (12th) 
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Katsuo Osugi  大杉  勝男 
(1945-1992) 
Flyers 1965-74, Swallows 1975-83 
 

A power-hitting, right-handed first baseman, Osugi 
was born in Okayama Prefecture.  After graduating 
from Kansai High School, he played briefly for the 
Marui team before joining the Toei Flyers in early 
1965.  He was the last player to be signed prior to the 
first Japan Pro Baseball Draft, which caused a 
controversy. 
 
After joining the Flyers, it took him two seasons to 
become a regular.  He teamed up with Isao Harimoto 
to form a duo known as the “Toei Rowdy Pair.”  
Between 1968 and 1973, the 5’11”, 195 lb. slugger 
averaged over 38 homers per year, including three 
consecutive 40-plus seasons.  In 1970, he had one of 
the finest years in the history of the Pacific League, 
batting .339, hitting 44 homers, and driving in 129 
runs.  Only teammate Harimoto's exceptional .389 
batting average kept Osugi from gaining the Triple 
Crown.  A disciple of Flyer hitting coach, Shigeya 
Iijima, Osugi was the principal exponent of a batting 
style known as “hit it towards the moon.”  This may 
account for the fact that Osugi set the record for the 
most sacrifice flies in a season in 1970.  A durable 
player, he played in 890 consecutive games from 
1968 to 1975. 
 
Osugi was traded to the Swallows before the 1975 
season.  There, he joined Tsutomu Wakamatsu to 
form another feared slugging pair.  This mid-career 
trade allowed Osugi to set several records.  He is the 
only player to collect at least 1000 hits in both 
leagues.  He is also the only player to hit over 100 
homers in each league. In 1978, the Swallows won 
their first ever Japan Series title.  Osugi was the 
Series MVP with four homers and 10 RBI.  In July of 
1981, he got his 2,000th hit and joined the Meikyukai. 
 
During his career, Osugi led the league in home runs 
and RBI twice and hits once.  His lifetime totals 
included a .287 lifetime batting average, with 486 
home runs and 1,507 RBI.  He was named to five 
Best Nine teams, eight All-Star teams, and won a 
Gold Glove in 1972.  Osugi ranks eighth on the all-
time home run list and seventh on the career RBI list.  
After retirement, he served as a commentator with 
Fuji TV for several years.  In 1990, he was a coach 
for the Whales.  In 1992, Osugi died tragically at the 
age of 47 from liver cancer.  He was elected to the 
Hall of Fame in 1997. 

 
 

1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 
 

Selected Katsuo Osugi Cards 
 
1974 Calbee #208 
1974/75 Calbee #210 
1975/76 Calbee #562 
1979 Calbee JF8 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #5, 47 
1979 TCMA 19 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1993 BBM #459 

 
Career Batting Statistics 

 
G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

2235 (12th) 7763 (14th) 1080 2228 (15th) 486 (8th) 1507 (7th) 32 .287 
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Juzo Sanada   真田  重蔵 
(1923-1994) 
Asahi 1943, Pacific 1946, Robins 1947-51, Tigers 1952-56 
 

Sanada was known for having the best curveball of 
his era. After starring in the Koshien high school 
championships in 1939, his professional career 
began with Asahi in 1943.  His glory years came with 
the Robins from 1947-51, and the compact (5’ 8", 160 
lb.) right-hander finished his career with the Tigers 
(1952-56).  His amateur days were spent largely as a 
third baseman, and so was his final year in the 
majors.  In between, he produced some impressive 
mound work. 
 
From 1946 to 1948, Sanada won 73 games; winning 
25 in ’46, 23 in ’47, and 25 in ‘48.  Surprisingly, he did 
not lead the league in victories in any of these years.  
An incredible workhorse, in 1946 Sanada started 49 
games and completed 43 of them!  He also led the 
league that year with 63 games, 464.2 inning pitched, 
43 complete games, 26 losses, 422 hits, 202 runs, 
163 earned runs, 200 strikeouts, and 205 walks.  His 
ironman prowess continued in 1947 when he 
completed 42 of his 44 starts and pitched in 424 
innings.  The following year, he once again led the 
league in games and innings pitched. 
 
After an off year (13-13, 4.14 ERA) in 1949, in 1950 
he won 39 games as the Robins won the first Central 
League pennant.  That year, Sanada also led the 
league in innings pitched (395 2/3), struck out 191, 
posted a 3.05 ERA and received the Sawamura 
Award.  After another off year in 1951 (7-6, 5.32 
ERA), Sanada went to the Tigers in 1952.  He 
responded with another fantastic year, going 16 and 
9 with a sparkling 1.97 ERA.  It was his last good year, 
however, and after three mediocre seasons he 
stopped pitching in 1955.  He continued with the 
Tigers in 1956 as a third baseman, but only hit .207.  
He retired after the season. 
 
Sanada was a true ironman, leading the league in 
innings pitched three times, including four seasons 
with more than 390 IP!  He also completed 211 of the 
296 games he started.  Along the way, Sanada fired 
two no hitters: one against the Tigers in 1948 and the 
other against the Carp in 1952.  He finished with a 
pitching record of 178-128, 2.83, and a lifetime 
batting average of .255.  He was elected to the Japan 
Hall of Fame in 1990. 

 

 
 
 

1950 JCM21 Menko 

 
 

Selected Juzo Sanada Cards 
 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JBR19 Small Sepia Bromide 
1948 JBR10 Small Sepia Bromide 
1948 JCM3 Menko 
1948 JCM2 Baseball Back Menko 
1948 JRM19 Menko 
1949 JRM6 Flying Menko 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JBR2 Bromide 
1950 JBR7 Bromide 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
416 178 128 2717 2371 1083 869 2.83 
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Eiji Sawamura  沢村  榮治 
(1917-1944) 
Giants 1936-37, 1939-40, 1943 
 

Unquestionably the most legendary figure in the 
history of Japanese baseball, Eiji Sawamura made 
an indelible impression on the Japanese public 
during his short lifetime.  As with all legends, 
numerous inaccuracies and exaggerations have 
been spread about Japan’s all-time greatest pitcher.  
This short account is as factual as possible, 
considering all of the conflicting data encountered in 
our research. 
 
Sawamura was born in Mie Prefecture in a town now 
known as Ise City.  He was a star pitcher as early as 
elementary school.  At Kyoto Commercial High 
School he played in three National High School 
Championships at Koshien.  In October 1934, he quit 
Kyoto Commercial in mid term to join the All-Japan 
team for their series against the mighty U.S. All-Stars 
featuring Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.  On November 
20th, Sawamura became a national folk hero by 
striking out Charlie Gehringer, Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig and Jimmy Foxx in succession.  In an 
electrifying performance, he struck out nine 
Americans in a game that remained scoreless until 
the 7th inning, when Lou Gehrig hit a game-winning 
homer, leading the Americans to a 1-0 victory.  The 
idea that there was a Japanese pitcher who could 
pitch at the world’s highest level captivated 
Sawamura’s countrymen.  Observers at the game 
including opposing American players claimed that 
Sawamura’s fastball exceeded 100 m.p.h. (or 99 
m.p.h, or 95 m.p.h).  In any case, the 5’9”, 155 lb. 
right-hander threw the ball hard.  He also possessed 
a deceptive big breaking curveball that threw 
opposing hitters off stride.  Some say that manager 
Connie Mack offered him a major league contract 
following the game! 
 
In 1935, Sawamura was a member of the Dai Nippon 
(later Tokyo Giants) team that toured the United 
States.  Once again he baffled American hitters at all 
levels.  At a game against the Milwaukee Red Sox, 
one purported autograph seeker was actually a scout 
for the Pittsburgh Pirates.  He asked Sawamura to 
put his autograph in English on a piece of paper that 
looked somewhat suspicious.  Sawamura called over 
HOFer Sotaro Suzuki who read and spoke perfect 
English (see Suzuki bio).  Suzuki told him that the 
scout was trying to get Sawamura’s signature on a 
Pirates contract!  Stories are in conflict as to whether 
he had actually signed the contract before Suzuki 
saw it, but either way, Sawamura ultimately returned 
to Japan at the end of the tour. 
 

 
 

1992 BBM #31 

 
 
 

Selected Eiji Sawamura Cards 
 
1978 NST Stamp #72 
1992 BBM #31 
2000 Century’s Best #1 
2000 Century’s Best #121 
2000 Century’s Best #241 
2000 Century’s Best #361 
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Sawamura was actually intrigued by the prospect of 
playing Major League Baseball and gave the idea 
some consideration in the mid-1930s.  However, he 
decided against it, claiming he “hated America.”  He 
said he was uncomfortable with the language barrier, 
the inability to have rice with every meal, excessive 
deference to women shown by Americans, and 
various other cultural differences.  This quote may 
have actually been late-1930s anti-American 
propaganda that was attributed to him. 
 
In 1936, upon his return to Japan, Sawamura signed 
to play with the Giants for the first season of Japan 
Pro Baseball.  Over the next two seasons, his 
legendary feats reached Bunyonesque proportions.  
Sawamura's unorthodox windup featuring an 
extremely high leg kick seemed to give Japanese 
hitters even more difficulty than their American 
counterparts.  On September 25, 1936, he hurled the 
first no hitter in Japan Pro Baseball history.  It was the 
first of three no hitters he threw in his short pro career 
which spanned only 105 appearances.  In the 56 
game, Spring 1937 season, he had a record of 24-4, 
with a 0.81 ERA!  A good, left-handed hitter, he also 
batted .276.   Not surprisingly, he was named league 
MVP.  Overall, for the 1937 Spring and Fall seasons 
his record was 33-10, with a 1.38 ERA and 335 
strikeouts. 
 
In January 1938, Sawamura was called to active 
military duty for the first of three tours.  He would not 
return to Japan Pro Baseball until 1940.  During this 
period in the service, Sawamura injured his shoulder.  
Upon his return to pitching, it was clear that his 
fastball wasn’t the same.  However, his curve was still 
good as ever leading him to a 16-6 record in 1940-
41.  He also threw his third and final no hitter in 1940. 
 
 
 

Sawamura’s second military call-up came after the 
1941 season, causing him to miss all of 1942.  By 
the time he returned to the Giants in 1943, his 
career was at its end.  The shoulder problems 
forced him to switch to a submarine delivery.  
Uncomfortable with this new technique he was 
very wild and generally ineffective.  He pitched only 
11 innings in 1943 and had an ERA. of over 10.  In 
1944, he rejoined the military for the third and final 
time. 
 
 
Details are somewhat hazy about the exact 
circumstances surrounding Sawamura’s death.  
The most consistently quoted information is that it 
occurred on December 2, 1944 aboard a transport 
ship off the coast of Taiwan.  It has been reported 
that his ship was attacked by an American 
submarine.  Previous stories claiming that 
Sawamura died as a kamikaze pilot appear to be 
fabrications. 
 
In 1947, Japan Pro Baseball instituted the 
Sawamura Award to be given to the league’s top 
pitcher each year.  The following season, the 
number 14 that he wore while playing with the 
Giants became the first uniform number retired by 
a Japan Pro Baseball team.  Fittingly in 1959, 
Japan’s greatest pitching legend was among the 
first class named to the Japan Baseball Hall of 
Fame.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
105 63 22 765.1 485 554 301 1.74 
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Isao Shibata   柴田 勲 
(1944-    ) 
Giants 1962-1981 

 
The leadoff hitter for most of his twenty seasons, 
Shibata was the starting centerfielder on the V-9 
Giants. Shibata debuted in 1962 as a pitcher.  After 
11 innings, 5 home runs and 12 earned runs, he was 
converted to an outfielder.  The fleet Shibata quickly 
adjusted and hit .258 with 43 stolen bases the 
following season.  For the next 15 years, he 
consistently was among the leaders in runs scored 
and stolen bases. Shibata’s weakness, however, was 
the strikeout.  For a lead-off hitter his strikeout/walk 
ratio was a disappointing 1:1, and he even led the 
Central League with 106 strikeouts in 1968. During 
his prime (1967-1978), Shibata was a consistent 
hitter, batting around .280.  His best season came in 
1967 when he hit .287 with 18 homers and led the 
Central League with 70 stolen bases. 
 
Shibata’s record against touring Major League teams 
suggests that he had the potential to be a Major 
League player.  Shibata played against the Dodgers 
in 1966, the Cardinals in 1968, the Orioles in 1971, 
the Mets in 1974 and the Reds in 1978.  Overall, he 
was 48 for 185 (.260) with three home runs.  More 
significantly, however, he also drew 42 walks, giving 
him a career .397 on-base average against Major 
League pitching.  His best series came in 1968 when 
he hit .318 (7 for 22) with two homers against the 
Cards. 
 
During his career, Shibata was named to the Best 
Nine team four times, and led the Central League in 
stolen bases six times.  He was also a member of 12 
championship teams.  He is tenth on the all-time list 
for runs scored, and third on the career list for stolen 
bases.  Shibata is a Meikyukai member but is 
currently not a member of the Hall of Fame. 
 

 

 
 

1975/76 Calbee #680 
 
 
 

Selected Isao Shibata Cards 
 
1962 JCM13b Marusho RC 
1962 JCM14e Marukami RC 
1963 JCM14f Marukami  
1964 JG2 Morinaga Top Star 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #18 
1973 Calbee #18, 20, 37 
1973/74 Calbee #166-169 
1974/75 Calbee #15-16 
1975/76 Calbee #680 
1975/76 Calbee #1224 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2208 7570 1223  (10th) 2018 194 708 579  (3rd) .267 
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Katsumi Shiraishi   白石  勝巳 
(1918-    ) 
Player: Giants 1936-43, Pacific 1946, Giants 1948-49, Carp 1950-56 
Manager: Carp 1953-60, 1963-65 

 
Shiraishi was the starting shortstop for the Giants 
from the league’s inception through 1949 (except for 
the war years).  Born in Hiroshima, he attended 
Hiroshima Imperial Middle School and High School.  
He was originally a first baseman, but converted to 
shortstop during his high school years.   
 
Shiraishi’s high school graduation coincided with the 
first season of Japan Pro Baseball; so he went 
directly from scholastic baseball to the Giants’ infield.  
Although he was only a .256 lifetime hitter, he was 
among the top ten in batting average five times during 
the pre-war deadball era.  The little (5’6”, 150 lb.) 
right-hander also had a great eye.  He led the league 
in walks in 1939 and amassed a lifetime ratio of 4.5 
walks per strikeout! 
 
With the expansion of pro baseball in 1950, 
Hiroshima was awarded its first professional team.  
On December 29, 1949, Shiraishi, a hometown hero, 
signed on as the Carp’s first player.  He changed his 
first name from Toshio to Katsumi in honor of the 
occasion.  Feasting on the diluted pitching of an 
expansion year, Shiraishi had his best offensive 
season, batting .304 with 20 homers and 92 runs 
scored.  He was selected to his only Best Nine team 
that year.  In mid-1953, he became player/manager.   
 
Shiraishi retired as an active player after the 1956 
season, but continued to manage the Carp through 
1960.  In 1960, his team posted the Carp’s first 
winning season.  He returned as manager in 1963, 
but resigned during the 1965 season.  From 1968 to 
1974, he was Head Coach of the Giants.  He was 
elected to the Hall of Fame in 1985. 
 

 

 
1948 JBR10 Small Sepia Bromide 

 
 
 

Selected Katsumi Shiraishi Cards 
 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 
1948 JBR10 Small Sepia Bromide 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1949 JK2 Karuta 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 
1951 JGA12 Mini Game 
1953 JBR11 Bromide 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1651 6151 911 1574 84 571 210 .256 
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Victor Starffin ヴィクトル・スタルヒン 
(1916-1957) 
Giants 1936-44, Pacific 1946, Robins 1947, Stars 1949-53, Unions 1954-55 

 
The first gaijin (foreigner) elected to the Hall of Fame, 
Victor Starffin was one of the league's early star 
pitchers.  Starffin was born in 1916 in the Russian 
Urals.  His father was a military officer allied with 
Czar Nicholas II.  During the Russian Revolution, the 
Starffins were exiled and forced to flee the country.  
After a harrowing escape, which included traveling in 
a freight train packed with typhoid patients and hiding 
from the Red Army in a truck carrying corpses, the 
Starffins settled in the city of Asahikawa in Hokkaido, 
Japan, in 1925.   
 
Young Victor picked up baseball quickly and soon 
became a regional star.  In 1933, Victor’s father was 
convicted of murdering a young Russian woman who 
worked in his teashop.  About the same time, the 
Japanese All-Star team, which would later become 
the Tokyo Yomiuri Giants, was trying to convince 
Starffin to join their club.  Faced with family ruin if he 
didn’t sign, Victor joined the Tokyo team, which used 
its influence to reduce his father’s sentence.  Starffin 
pitched briefly against the 1934 touring Major League 
All-Stars and traveled with the Tokyo team to the 
United States in both 1935 and 1936. 
 
Starffin stayed with the Giants when the Japan 
Professional Baseball League was organized in 
1936.  At 6’ 3” and 198 pounds, he towered over his 
fellow players.  Using this advantage, he emerged as 
the premier power pitcher in the pre-War years.  
Although Eiji Sawamura was considered the ace of 
the Giants’ pre-war staff, Starffin was, in fact, more 
effective.  Starting with the Fall 1937 season, Starffin 
led the league in wins for five consecutive seasons.  
During this time, he also logged more innings than 
any other Giants pitcher and led the team in ERA 
each season.  From 1938 to 1940, Starffin put 
together three of the best seasons in the history of 
Japanese ball.  In the Fall 1938 season, he won 90.5 
percent of his games with a 19 and 2 record.  He led 
the league in wins, innings pitched (197 2/3), 
strikeouts (146), and ERA (1.05).  In 1939, the 
league’s first full season, he won the MVP Award as 
he set the still-standing, Japanese single-season 
record with 42 wins.  He also led the league with 282 
strikeouts and posted a 1.73 ERA.  The following 
year (1940), Starffin won his second MVP award as 
he led the league with 38 wins and posted a 0.97 
ERA in 436 innings.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1950 JCM5 Kagome “Flying Bat” 

 
 
Selected Victor Starffin Cards 
 
1948 JBR10 Small Sepia Bromide 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1949 JRM6 Flying Menko 
1949 JRM7 Kagome 
1949 JBR13 Sepia Bromide 
1949 JK1 Karuta 
1949 JK2 Karuta 
1949 JGA2 Dice Game 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1949 JGA9 Color Game 
1950 JDM6 Kagome Diecut 
1950 JBR9 Bromide 
1950 JCM5 Kagome “Flying Bat” 
1950 JGA4 Color Game 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1951 JBR2 Bromide 
1952 JCM7 Menko 
1978 NST #73 
1992 BBM #35 
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With the start of World War II, Starffin was forced to 
take the Japanese name Hiroshi Suda in 1940.  In 
defiance, however, he wrote a “V” for Victor beneath 
his jersey.  As the war and Japanese paranoia 
progressed, Starffin was interrogated for being a 
Russian spy and placed under surveillance.  
 
Finally, in 1944 he was removed from the Giants and 
placed into a detention camp where he contracted 
pleurisy.   
 
After the war, Starffin acted as an interpreter for the 
occupying forces and continued to play professional 
baseball.  After a brief stint with the Pacific team 
(1946) and the Taiyo Robins (1947), Starffin signed 
with the Daiei Stars.  Victor had several good 
seasons with the Stars, going 17-13 with a 2.17 ERA 
in 1948 and leading the league with 27 wins and 376 
innings pitched in 1949.  After the 1949 season, his 
effectiveness began to decline and he would have 
only one more winning season.  Starffin stayed in the 
league until 1955 when he became the first pitcher in 
Japan to win 300 games.  He retired after the 1955 
season.  Marriage problems led Starffin to drink and 
only two years after his retirement on January 12, 
1957, he died in an alcohol-related car accident. 
 
During his career, Starffin won 2 MVP Awards, led 
the league in wins six times, in strikeouts twice, and 
in ERA once.  He ranks sixth on the all-time leader 
list in wins with 303, second in complete games with 
350, first in career shutouts with 83, eighth in winning 
percentage, and fifth in lifetime ERA with 2.09.  
Starffin was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1964. 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
586 303 (6th) 176 4175.1 (7th) 3230 1960 (16th) 1221 (5th) 2.09 (5th) 
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Shigeru Sugishita  杉下  茂 
(1925-    ) 
Player: Dragons 1949-1958, Orions 1961 
Manager: Dragons 1959-60, 1968; Tigers 1966 
 

One of the premier pitchers of the 1950s, Sugishita 
had a great but short career. In the 1954 Japan is Big 
League in Thrills, John Holway paints a vivid picture 
of Sugishita.  He writes: “he may fool you when he 
shuffles to the mound, the uniform hanging loosely 
from his sloping shoulders, his thick glasses perched 
on the bridge of a prominent nose.  He looks all knees 
and elbows as he comically studies the first hitter.”  
Despite appearances, Sugishita with his “snaky 
curve” was devastating to hitters.  In only eleven 
seasons he racked up 215 wins.   
 
In his second year of pro ball (1950), Sugishita led 
the Central League in strikeouts and won 27.  In each 
of the next five seasons, Sugishita won at least 23 
games and boasted ERAs of less than 2.84!  Overall, 
he reached 20 victories six times and topped 30 wins 
twice.  This led to three Sawamura Awards (1951, 
1952, and 1954).  His finest year came in 1954 as he 
led the Dragons to the Japan Series championship 
with a league leading 32 wins, 395 1/3 innings 
pitched, 273 strikeouts and a 1.39 ERA.  He also won 
three Japan Series games and pitched in five of the 
seven games.  For his incredible performance, 
Sugishita was presented with the Sawamura Award, 
the Central League MVP award, and the Japan 
Series MVP Award.   
 
The following year (1955), Sugishita won 26 with a 
1.56 ERA, but failed to lead the league in a major 
pitching category.  In 1957, his streak of six 20-win 
seasons came to an end with a 14-14 record.  Despite 
miniscule ERAs, he would not win 20 again.  After 
retiring in 1958, Sugishita managed the Dragons for 
two years before pitching for the Orions in 1961.  He 
later managed the Tigers and Dragons (again) and 
served as a coach for the Giants.   
 
Sugishita was also a good batter.  Although only a 
.219 lifetime hitter, he hit .269 with 3 homers in 119 
at bats in 1950.  He currently has the sixth best 
lifetime winning percentage in Japanese baseball, 
and the ninth best lifetime ERA.  Sugishita was 
elected to the Hall of Fame in 1985. 
 

 

 
 

1949 JK1 Karuta RC 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Shigeru Sugishita Cards 
 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game RC 
1949 JK1 Karuta RC 
1949 JK2 Karuta RC 
1950 JGA4 Color Game 
1950 JCM5 Kagome 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1951 JGA11 Osato Gangu 
1951 JGA12 Mini Game 
1957 JCM9 Menko 
1957 JCM37 Marusho 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1992 BBM #40 

 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
525 215 123 2841 2266 1761 792 2.23  (9th) 
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Tadashi Sugiura  杉浦  忠 
(1935-    ) 
Hawks 1958-70 

 
One of the most dominant pitchers of the late 1950s 
and early 1960s, Sugiura won 116 games in only four 
seasons (1958-1961).   He also led the Pacific 
League in five major pitching categories, and picked 
up Rookie of the Year, MVP, and Japan Series MVP 
Awards.  His career .638 winning percentage is the 
fifth best in the history of Japanese baseball. 
 
A Rikkio University teammate of Shigeo Nagashima, 
Sugiura spurned the Yomiuri Giants and signed with 
the Nankai Hawks.  The right-handed pitcher shined 
in his rookie season, winning 27 with a 2.05 ERA and 
captured the Pacific League Rookie of the Year 
Award.  The following season, Sugiura had one of the 
most dazzling seasons in the history of Japanese, 
baseball posting a 38 and 4 record as well as a 
league leading 336 strikeouts and 1.41 ERA.  His 
.905 winning percentage is the best in the Japanese 
baseball since World War II.  Over the last two 
months of the season, Sugiura went on a hot streak 
which included 54 consecutive scoreless innings, an 
ERA of only 0.10, and 95 strikeouts with only 4 walks.  
Sugiura was presented the Pacific League MVP but 
in one of the injustices of Japanese ball was snubbed 
for the Sawamura Award (the award was not given to 
a Pacific League player until 1990).  In the Japan 
Series, Sugiura’s Hawks faced the Giants with his old 
teammate Nagashima.  Sugiura responded by 
winning all four games and being selected the series 
MVP. 
 
Sugiura continued his dominance, winning 31 games 
the following year (1960), and leading the Pacific 
League with 317 strikeouts and 332.2 innings 
pitched.  In 1961, he won 20 as he helped the Hawks 
to the pennant.  After a couple of off-seasons, he 
helped the Hawks to another pennant in 1964 by 
winning 20.  Overwork, however, began to limit his 
effectiveness and Sugiura was primarily used as a 
relief pitcher from 1965 until he retired after the 1970 
season. He was elected to the Japanese Hall of 
Fame in 1995. 

 

 
 

1963 JCM13c Marusho 
 
 

Selected Tadashi Sugiura Cards 
 
1958 JCM36 Yamakatsu RC 
1958 JCM38 Marusho RC 
1958 JCM32a Marumatsu RC 
1958 JCM33a Yamakatsu RC 
1958 JCM33b Yamakatsu RC 
1958 JCM42 Marusan RC 
1959 JCM32c Marumatsu 
1959 JBR5 Marukami 2in1 Bromide 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1961 JCM13a Marusho 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #304 
1991 BBM #226 

 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
577 187 106 2413 1988 1756 409 2.39 (11th) 
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Keishi Suzuki  鈴木  啓示 
(1947-    ) 
Player: Buffaloes 1966-1985 
Manager: Buffaloes 1993-95 
 

One of five pitchers in Japan Pro Baseball history to 
win 300 games, Suzuki accomplished this feat while 
playing for a club that rarely had a winning record.  As 
a child in Hyogo prefecture, Suzuki’s father forced the 
natural right-hander to throw with his left hand.  Thus 
converted, his successful stint at Hyogo Education 
High School convinced the Buffaloes to select him in 
the second round of the 1965 draft. 
 
Suzuki began his career as a pure fastball pitcher.  As 
with most star hurlers of the 1960s, he was expected 
to be an Iron Man.  Beginning in his second season, 
he won 20 or more games five years in a row.  During 
those five years, the 5’11”, 190 pounder averaged 
314 innings pitched!  He also led the league in 
strikeouts each year, topping out at 305.  Suzuki had 
surprising control for a speedballer, averaging about 
3 strikeouts per walk.  In 1969 and 1971, he pitched 
no hitters.  He was definitely the best pitcher during 
this era, but Suzuki did have one flaw: he relished 
challenging opposing hitters resulting in 560 career 
home runs allowed! 
 
Suzuki’s fastball started to slow down in the early 
1970s.  However, he was able to make the transition 
from thrower to pitcher.  He was regarded as a true 
mound technician in his later years.  He won 20 or 
more games three more times, leading the Pacific 
League in wins both in 1977 and 1978.  He was a 15 
time All-Star, was named to the Best Nine team 3 
times and even won 3 more strikeout titles.  In 1978, 
he won 10 consecutive complete game starts.  
Eventually, the years took their toll.  After being 
shelled on September 7, 1985 by the Nippon Ham 
Fighters, Suzuki announced his retirement the next 
day.  He finished with 317 wins, a 3.11 ERA., 3061 
strikeouts and 78 shutouts. 
 
Suzuki wore uniform number 1, and his jersey 
became the first in Pacific League history to be 
retired.  After several years as a T.V. baseball 
commentator, he returned to manage the Buffaloes 
for three seasons.  These years saw the emergence 
of Hideo Nomo as the Buffaloes’ ace.  Suzuki’s Iron 
Man past haunted him as manager.  Many felt that 
Suzuki overworked Nomo, contributing to Nomo’s 
decision to leave Japan and play in the U.S.  After 
resigning from the Buffaloes, Suzuki returned to 
baseball commentary. 

 

 
 

1975/76 Calbee #891 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Keishi Suzuki Cards 
 
1974/75 Calbee #125-126 
1974/75 Calbee #285 
1975/76 Calbee #197 
1975/76 Calbee #221 
1975/76 Calbee #332 
1975/76 Calbee #755 
1975/76 Calbee #891 
1975/76 Calbee #939 
1975/76 Calbee #1145 
1975/76 Calbee #1356-57 
1977 Calbee #128 
1979 TCMA #45 
1980 Calbee #12 

 
Career Pitching Statistics 

 
G W L Inn H K BB ERA 

703 (11th) 317 (4th) 238 (5th) 4600.1 (4th) 4029 (5th) 3061 (4th) 1126 (9th) 3.11 
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Morimichi Takagi  高木  守道 
(1941-    ) 
Player: Dragons 1960-1980 
Manager: Dragons 1992-95 
 

For most of the 1960s and 1970s, Takagi was the 
best second baseman in the Central League.  Signed 
out of Gifu Commercial High School, the scrappy 
right-handed hitter was a success right from the start, 
as he homered in his first Japan Pro Baseball at bat!  
Blessed with both speed and power despite his small 
size (5’8”, 160 lb.), Takagi led the league in stolen 
bases three times and reached double figures in 
home runs 14 times.  Takagi was best known, 
however, for his defense. 
 
Early in his career, Takagi was not only an 
exceptional fielder, but he hit for both power and 
average as well.  From 1964-67, he averaged .298.  
However, his days as a top hitter ended after being 
hit in the face by a pitch from Meikyukai member, 
Tsuneo Horiuchi.  Takagi missed considerable time 
after the injury, and rarely found his hitting groove 
thereafter.  He was, however, named to four All-Star 
teams.  In 1974, the Dragons played in their only 
Japan Series during Takagi’s career.  He was given 
the “Fighting Spirit” award for his play in the Series.  
In 1977, some of his hitting prowess returned, as he 
hit home runs in four consecutive at bats. 
 
Gold Glove Awards were first presented in 1972, near 
the end of Takagi’s career.  Nonetheless, he won 
three.  The combination of his offensive abilities and 
defensive prowess led to seven Central League Best 
Nine team selections.  Dave Roberts, a former U.S. 
Major Leaguer who played for the Atoms from 1967 
to 1973, noted that Takagi was one of the few 
Japanese of the period who could have been a Major 
League star.  
 
After his retirement, Takagi coached for the Dragons 
and became manager in 1992.  During the 1995 
season he was replaced, and became a T.V. baseball 
commentator.  He is also managing director of Kino 
Sightseeing Kaihatsu, and is an avid golfer.  The year 
2000 was a great one for Takagi, as he was named 
to the Japan All-Century Team and received the Gifu 
Citizen Honor Prize. 
 
 
 

 

 

1975 JRM9 Flying Menko 

 
 

Selected Morimichi Takagi Cards 
 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #66 
Early 1970s JCM15 Thick Menko 
1973 Calbee #68 
1973 Calbee #71 
1974 Calbee #212-213 
1974/75 Calbee #77 
1974/75 Calbee #506 
1974/75 Calbee #616 
1974/75 Calbee #724 
1974/75 Calbee #808b 
1975 JRM9 Flying Menko 
1975/76 Calbee #51 
1975/76 Calbee #346 
1976 JRM16 Mitsuya Large Menko 
1976 JRM13 Pepsi Menko 
1979 TCMA #74 

 

 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2282 8367 1120 2274 236 813 369 (11th) .272 
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Michinori Tsubouchi  坪内  道則 
(1914-1997) 
Player: Dai Tokyo 1936-37, Lions 1937-40, Asahi 1941-44, Gold Star 1946, Stars 1947-48, 
Dragons 1949-51 
Manager: Asahi 1944, Dragons 1951-53 
 

This fleet-footed outfielder was one of the stalwarts of 
early professional baseball in Japan.  Tsubouchi 
joined the Dai Tokyo team in 1936, the first season of 
Japan Pro Baseball.  At 5' 4", 130 lbs. this Osaka 
native was certainly not a power hitter.  During the 
pre-war period, Tsubouchi roamed the outfield for Dai 
Tokyo and its successors, Lion and Asahi.  In 1941 
and ’42, he won back to back stolen base titles.  A 
base stealer his entire career, he swiped 37 in his 
final season (1951) at the age of 37.  He finished with 
344 career steals.  At the time of this retirement, 
Tsubouchi was Japan’s all-time stolen base king.  He 
now ranks 16th on the career steals list. 
 
Unlike many stars, Tsubouchi was not drafted and 
played through the War.  During both 1943 and 1944, 
he led the league in games played.  In the shortened 
1944 season, Tsubouchi had his best year, finishing 
third in batting with a .338 average, leading the 
league in doubles, and finishing second in stolen 
bases. 
 
After the War, he played for the Stars from 1946-48 
and finished his career with the Dragons from 1949-
51.   
 
Tsubouchi’s career batting average was only .262, 
but playing in the deadball era, he was usually among 
the league’s top ten batters.  For example, his .241 
average in 1942 placed him fifth in the batting race.   
 
Tsubouchi was named to the Best Nine team in 1947 
and 1948.  A player/manager in 1944, Tsubouchi 
managed the Dragons from 1951-53.  He was elected 
to the Hall of Fame in 1992. 
 

 

 
 

1948 JCM2 Baseball Back Menko 
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Michinori Tsubouchi Cards 
 

1948 JCM2 Baseball Back Menko 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1948 JGA2 Purple Dice Game 
1949 JBR13 Sepia Bromide 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 Yakyu Time Awase 
1949 JGA9 Color Game 
1949 JK1 Karuta 
1950 JCM21 Menko 
1950 JGA10 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1951 JBR1 Bromide 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 

1417 5614 741 1472 34 462 344 .262 
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Kazuto Tsuruoka (Yamamoto)  鶴岡  一人 
(1916-    ) 
Player: Hawks 1939-1952 
Manager: Hawks 1946-68 
 

An All-Star during his eight professional seasons with 
the Hawks (1939, 1946-52), Tsuruoka was 
nonetheless elected to the Japan Hall of Fame 
because of his managing skills.  Playing most of his 
career using the last name of Yamamoto, the right-
handed infielder had a lifetime .295 batting average.  
Tsuruoka was an all-around player, batting cleanup 
on the strong Hawks teams of the late 1940s and 
early 1950s and averaging twenty steals per season.   
 
In his 1939 rookie season, he hit .285 with 21 steals 
and led the league with 10 home runs.  His career 
was then interrupted by the War, and he did not play 
again until 1946.  His first year back, as a 
player/manager, he led the Hawks to the 
championship.  Tsuruoka hit .314 with 32 stolen 
bases and a league-leading 95 RBI.  He was also 
named the league’s MVP.   Tsuruoka’s average 
dipped to .276 in 1947, but he led the league with 79 
walks.  He rebounded in 1948 to hit .305 with 23 
steals as the Hawks won another championship.   
 
In 1951, Tsuruoka anchored second base and 
managed one of the greatest teams in the history of 
Japanese ball.  The ’51 Hawks won the Pacific 
League by 18.5 games and won 75 percent of their 
games.  Overall, the team hit .276 and posted a 2.40 
ERA.  They lost, however, to the Giants in the Japan 
Series.  Tsuruoka had a great year hitting .311 with 
19 stolen bases and was named the league’s MVP 
and to the Best Nine.  At the end of the season, he hit 
.500 (5 for 10) against the touring Major League All-
Stars. 
 
Tsuruoka played one more year, and then retired as 
a player to concentrate on managing.  At this point, 
he reverted to his original last name of Tsuruoka.  
Overall, he managed a record twenty-three 
consecutive seasons, while leading Nankai to eleven 
pennants and two Japan Series crowns.  He finished 
with 1,807 wins and a .609 winning percentage.  He 
was elected to the Japan Hall of Fame in 1965 while 
still an active manager. 

 

 
 

1967 Kabaya-Leaf #301 

 
 

Selected Kazuto Tsuruoka Cards 
 
1947 JCM44 Williams Back Menko 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JRM1 Menko 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JK1 Karuta  
1951 JBR1 Bromide 
1958 JCM33a Yamakatsu 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #301 
1975 NST Stamp #169 
1992 BBM #37 

 

 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
754 2681 433 790 61 467 143 .295 
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Tadashi Wakabayashi   若林  忠志 
(1906-1965) 
Tigers 1936-1949, Orions 1950-1953 
 

Henry Tadashi Wakabayashi, nicknamed "Bozo," 
was born on a Hawaiian pineapple plantation in 1906.  
Wakabayashi learned baseball as a child on the 
playing fields of the neighboring U.S. military base.  
He played baseball for McKinley High in Honolulu and 
in 1929 toured Japan with a Nisei team from 
Stockton, CA.  Impressed with Wakabayashi's 
pitching, Hosei University tried to recruit him.  The 
other Big Six Universities, however, objected to 
enrolling a foreigner purely for his baseball skills, and 
Hosei supposedly dropped their plan.  Yet, 
Wakabayashi did not give up.  After a brief return to 
Hawaii, he arrived in Tokyo declaring his intentions to 
enroll at Hosei.  A compromise was reached and 
Wakabayashi attended preparatory school for nine 
months until he attained the university’s minimum 
entrance requirements.   
 
In 1935, a year after graduating, he signed with the 
Osaka Tigers.  During most of his 16-year 
professional career, Wakabayashi was one of the top 
hurlers in Japanese baseball.  From 1939 to 1947, he 
won 20 or more games six times, and had six 
seasons with ERAs under 1.81.  His best season 
came in 1944 when he went 22 and 4, led the league 
with a 1.56 ERA, and won the MVP Award.  Overall, 
he led the league twice in wins, ERA, complete 
games and shutouts.  Wakabayashi’s lifetime 1.99 
ERA is the fourth best in the history of Japanese 
baseball.  He also currently ranks ninth on the all-time 
list for career shutouts, seventh in complete games, 
twelfth in wins, and eleventh in winning percentage.   
 
Wakabayashi was known as an outspoken critic of 
both Japanese society and baseball.  In the late 
1940s, he declared that Japanese players didn’t 
hustle, lacked teamwork, were deficient in basic 
skills, and were unwilling to learn better techniques.  
Happily he noted that Japanese players’ attitudes 
and subsequently the entire game had improved by 
the mid 1950s.  He was elected to the HOF in 1964. 

 

 
 

1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 

 
 
 
 

Selected Tadashi Wakabayashi Cards 
 
1947 JBR12 Color Bromide 
1948 JRM19 Menko 
1948 JRM20 Menko 
1948 JCM3 Small Menko 
1948 JBR10 Small Sepia Bromide 
1948 JBR20 Yakyu Shonen 
1948 JGA1 Alps Shonen 
1949 JK1 Karuta 
1949 JRM4 Playing Card Menko 
1949 JGA3 Seals Game 
1949 JGA8 Yakyu Timu Awase 
2000 Century’s Best # 3, 123, 243, 363 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
528 237  (12th) 144 3557.1  (11th) 2971 1000 998 1.99  (4th) 
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Tsutomu Wakamatsu  若松 勉 
(1947-    ) 
Player: Swallows 1971-89 
Manager: Swallows 1998-present 
 

After decades of being a sub .500 club, the Swallows 
came out of nowhere in 1977 to finish second.  The 
following year they won their first Central League 
pennant and their first Japan Series.  Leading the 
team was Tsutomu Wakamatsu, an extraordinary 
batter. 
 
Wakamatsu came to the Swallows as a third round 
draft choice in 1970 after a successful high school 
and industrial league career in Hokkaido.  A left-
handed hitter and right-handed fielder, the very small 
(5’6”, 165 lb.) Wakamatsu earned the nickname, “The 
Little Big Batter,” by hitting over .300 in fifteen 
different seasons.  He was the prototypical pure 
hitter.  His first batting title came in only his second 
season.  He led the league in doubles twice and had 
220 lifetime homers.  His .319 lifetime batting average 
is one of the highest in the history of Japanese 
baseball.  He was also respected for his batting eye.  
During his best season (1977), he led the league with 
a .358 average and struck out only 14 times in 441 at 
bats!   
 
In 1978, Wakamatsu was named the Central League 
MVP.  He was an 11 time All-Star and was named to 
9 Best Nine teams.  He was also a good outfielder.  
In 1980, he set a Japan Pro Baseball record by 
successfully fielding 11 chances in one game.  He 
also was awarded two Gold Gloves.  In his later 
years, he became primarily a pinch hitter, setting the 
record for most “Sayonara” homers in a career with 
eight.  On October 9, 1985, he collected his 2,000th 
hit, earning membership in the Meikyukai. 
 
After several years as a T.V. baseball commentator, 
Wakamatsu became a Swallows coach.  In 1998, he 
assumed the managerial reigns.  He has just signed 
a contract extension and is piloting the Swallows in 
2001.   
 

 
1976 JRM12 Mitsuya Menko 

 
 

Selected Tsutomu Wakamatsu Cards 
 
1974 Calbee #195-196 
1974 Calbee #306 
1974/75 Calbee #239 
1974/75 Calbee 490 
1975 NST Stamp #118 
1976 JRM12 Mitsuya Menko 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 TCMA #20 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1986 Calbee #29 
1999 BBM #520 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2062 6808 1015 2173 220 884 151 .319 (2nd) 
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Hisashi Yamada   山田  久志 
(1948-    ) 
Braves 1969-88 
 

Yamada was Japan’s greatest submarine pitcher, 
baffling Pacific League hitters for 20 seasons.  The 
5’9”, 170 lb. right-hander’s unusual style carried him 
to a 284 win, 166 loss, 3.18 career mark.  He led the 
Braves to eight Pacific League championships and 
three Japan Series Titles. 
 
Yamada was born in Akita Prefecture and attended 
Noshino High School.  He was a shortstop and third 
baseman as a schoolboy, switching to pitcher for his 
last two high school seasons.  In 1967, he was 
drafted in the 11th round by the Lions, but chose to 
play industrial league ball instead.  In 1968, the 
Braves made him a first round draft choice and 
Yamada began his pro career the following season. 
 
After experiencing arm problems early in his career, 
Yamada switched from a conventional pitching style 
to his trademark “underthrow.”   In 1970, he won 10 
games, beginning a string of 17 consecutive years 
with at least 10 wins.  The following year, he won 20 
games for the first of three times in his career, and 
became the Braves’ pitching ace.  This designation 
allowed him to set a record with 12 consecutive 
opening day starts.   
 
In the mid 1970s Yamada was the most dominant 
pitcher in Japanese baseball.  From 1976 to 1978 he 
won the Pacific League MVP award each year!  His 
underhand pitching motion became the pitching 
symbol of Japanese pro baseball.  He was named to 
five Best Nine teams and won five Golden Glove 
awards.  He forged a 7-0 record in All-Star games.  
He led his league in winning percentage four times 
and ERA twice.  Despite all his success, Yamada did 
have a penchant for allowing home runs to opposing 
batters.  He holds the single season record for most 
homers given up (42 in a 130 game season) and once 
served up five gopher balls in one game. 
 
In a fitting end to an illustrious career, Yamada was 
the winning pitcher in his last game, which was also 
the final game for the Braves franchise.  The next 
season the Braves became the Orix Bluewave.  Upon 
his retirement, Yamada became a baseball 
commentator for NTV.  He also served as Orix 
pitching coach from 1994 to 1996, and is now fulfilling 
the same function for the Chunichi Dragons. 
 

 

 

1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 
 

Selected Hisashi Yamada Cards 
 
1974/75 Calbee #111-112 
1975/76 Calbee #1084 
1975/76 Calbee #1328 
1976 JY1 Yamakatsu 
1977 Calbee #74 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 JY8 Yamakatsu #81 
1980 Calbee #2 
1981 Calbee #165 
1983 Calbee #47 
1988 Takara 
1993 BBM #461 
2000 Century’s Best #19 
2000 Century’s Best #139 
2000 Century’s Best #259  
2000 Century’s Best #379 

 
Career Pitching Totals 

 
G W L Inn H K BB ERA 

654 284 (7th) 166 3865 (9th) 3459 (8th) 2058 (12th) 909 3.18 
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Koji Yamamoto  山本  英一郎 
(1946-    ) 
Player: Carp 1969-86 
Manager: Carp 1988-93, 2000-present 
 

Yamamoto is undoubtedly the Carp's all-time best 
player and may have been the best centerfielder in 
the history of the Central League.  An all-around 
player, the strapping (6’, 180 lb.) right-hander had 
tremendous power, hit for average, had a great arm, 
was a threat to steal, and was a Gold Glove fielder.   
 
Born in Hiroshima, Yamamoto attended Hatsukai 
High School and Hosei University.  Originally a 
pitcher, he formed a battery with future pro star Koichi 
Tabuchi.  After converting to the outfield, Yamamoto 
was drafted in the first round by the Carp in 1968.  He 
was immediately inserted in the Carp starting lineup, 
and he remained there for 18 years. 
 
Yamamoto blossomed in 1975, leading the Carp to 
their first ever pennant.  His league-leading .319 
average and 30 homers led to the first of his two MVP 
awards.  This championship marked the beginning of 
the Carp Red Helmet dynasty, with Yamamoto 
serving as “Mr. Red Helmet.”   In 1979 and 1980, the 
Carp won back-to-back Japan Series titles.  In all, 
they won five pennants and three Japan Series 
between 1975 and 1986. 
 
Yamamoto seemed to get better each year.  A 
powerful cleanup hitter, he slugged 40 or more 
homers every year from 1977 to 1981, while 
averaging .318 and striking out only 60 times per 
season.  He even beat out Sadaharu Oh in winning 
two of his four home run titles.    He also led the 
league in RBI from 1979 to 1981.  His best offensive 
season came in 1980 when his .336 average, and 
league-leading 44 home runs, 112 RBI and 91 runs 
helped the Carp capture another title.  For his 
performance, Yamamoto was presented his second 
MVP Award. 
 
Overall, he was named to 10 best nine teams and 14 
All-Star Teams.  Incredibly, he hit 14 All-Star Game 
homers!  On April 30, 1983, he hit for the cycle.  Not 
surprisingly, he also led the league in walks three 
times.  A superb fielder, he won 10 Golden Gloves.  
In 1975, he fielded 302 consecutive outfield chances 
without committing an error (a Japan record).   
   

 

 
1976 JCM16 Viking Menko 

 
 

Selected Koji Yamamoto Cards 
 
1973/74 Calbee #101 
1973/74 Calbee #108 
1974 JA3 Broder Carp 
1974/75 Calbee #491 
1975/76 Calbee #333 
1975/76 Calbee #336 
1975/76 Calbee #353 
1975/76 Calbee #1338 
1976 JRM10 Mitsuya Menko 
1976 JCM16 Viking Menko 
1977 Calbee #36 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
1979 TCMA #8 
1980 JY12 Yamakatsu 
1980 Calbee #8 
1981 Calbee #117 
1979 Calbee  
1985 Calbee #192 
1986 Calbee #34 
1986 Calbee #250 
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Yamamoto believes that baseball is “seven parts 
emotional strength and three parts ability.”  This may 
be why he was able to play in 872 consecutive games 
from 1976 to 1983.  In his 18 professional seasons, 
he had enough at bats to qualify for the batting title 
every year.  His durability is often overlooked by fans 
since teammate Sachio Kinugasa played in 2,215 
straight games during the same period! 
 
Since retiring with a .290 lifetime average, 536 
homers, and 1,475 RBIs, Yamamoto has alternated 
between being a commentator for NTV and 
managing the Carp.  In his first stint as manager 
(1989-93), the Carp finished second twice followed 
by a Central League title.  But a last place finish in 
1993 resulted in his resignation.  In 2000, Yamamoto 
was again hired to manage the Carp. 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2284 (9th) 8052 (11th) 1365 (6th) 2339 (10th) 536 (4th) 1475 (8th) 231 .290 
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Minoru Yamashita  山下   実 
(1907-1995) 
Player: Braves 1936-40, Nagoya 1942 
Manager: Braves 1938-39  
 

Yamashita was a resident of Hokkaido.  He played in 
five National High School Championships at Koshien, 
and in 1925 hit the tournament’s first home run.  From 
1927 to 1930, the lefty first baseman starred at Keio 
University.  During his stay there, the team won four 
Big Six University League championships.  Known for 
his power hitting, speed and strong arm, Yamashita 
averaged .315 at Keio.  His six career home runs was 
a Big Six record at the time.  In Fall 1929, he hit .438 
to win the Big Six batting title. 
  
After graduation from Keio, the 5’8”, 165 lb. 
Yamashita played for the Japan All-Star Team 
against the 1931 and 1934 U.S. Major League All-
Stars.  He also played for a club in Manchuria.  When 
the Japan Pro League began in 1936, Yamashita 
joined Hankyu.  His home run prowess continued as 
he won the Fall 1936 home run crown.  He also hit 
.391 and .321 in the split 1936 season.  In 1938 and 
1939, he managed Hankyu to third place finishes.  He 
played for Nagoya in 1942, but his skills had begun 
to erode and he hit only .135.  Later that year he was 
drafted into the service, ending his career as an 
active player.  Upon returning from the war, 
Yamashita became a Central League umpire.  He 
was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1987. 
 

 

 
 

Late-1920s Uncataloged Bromide 
(courtesy of Jeff Kusumoto) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
239 798 112 208 19 142 20 .261 
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Kazuhiro Yamauchi  山内 一弘 
(1932-    ) 
Player: Orions 1952-63, Tigers 1964-67, Carp 1968-70 
Manager: Orions 1979-81, Dragons 1984-86 
 

During the 1950s and early 1960s, Yamauchi was 
one of the most feared sluggers in the Pacific League.  
Although only 5’ 9 1/2” and 167 pounds, he had 
awesome power.  In 1954, he became one of the first 
players to hit a home run over the bleachers at 
Korakuen Stadium.   
 
Yamauchi started his pro career with the Orions in 
1952.  After two average years, he had a breakout 
season in 1954 when he hit .308 with 28 homers and 
a league leading 97 RBI.  He also led the league in 
walks and games played.  The following year (1955) 
he led the league in RBI again and increased his 
batting average to .325.  In the ten seasons from 
1954 to when he left the Pacific League after the 1963 
season, Yamauchi hit over .300 eight times, and hit 
twenty or more homers eight times.  During this 
decade, he won a batting, two home run, and four RBI 
titles.  He was also selected to nine Best Nine teams.  
His finest season came in 1960 when he was 
selected the Pacific League MVP for leading the 
league in homers and RBI and hitting .313 as the 
Orions captured the pennant.   
 
After the 1963 season, Yamauchi was traded to the 
Hanshin Tigers.  In his first year in the new league, 
his 31 home runs and 94 RBI helped the Tigers 
capture the pennant.  He played three years for the 
Tigers but his production gradually declined.  In 1968, 
Yamauchi moved to the anemic Hiroshima Carp.  He 
responded by hitting .313 with 21 homers and being 
selected to the Central League Best Nine as he 
helped the Carp move from last to third place.  
Yamauchi played two more years with the Carp 
before retiring after the 1970 season.   
 
After retirement, Yamauchi managed the Orions from 
1979 to 1981, finishing fourth, second, and third.  He 
also led the Dragons from 1984 to 1986.  After a 
promising second-place finish in 1984, the team sank 
to two consecutive fifth place finishes, and Yamauchi 
was released.  He later served as a coach for the 
Giants, Orions, and Tigers. 
 
Yamauchi played well against touring Major League 
teams.  In 216 at bats over seven different tours, he 
hit .301 with 3 home runs.  His best tour came against 
the New York Yankees in 1955 when he hit .379 with 
2 homers in 29 at bats.  For this performance, 
Yamauchi was given a special award for being the 
Best Japanese Hitter during the tournament. 

 

 

1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 

 
 
 
 

Selected Kazuhiro Yamauchi Cards 
 
1957 JCM9 Menko 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM38 Marusho 
1959 JCM33i Yamakatsu 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1959 JCM39 Marusho 
1960 JCM43e Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM12c Marusan 
1962 JCM13b Marusho 
1962 JCM10 Marusan 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1964 JCM11 Marusan 
1964 JCM14g Marukami 
1979 TCMA #90 
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During his career, Yamauchi collected 2,271 hits, 396 
home runs, and 1286 RBI.  He is second on the 
career doubles list.  He won one batting, four RBI, 
and two home run titles; a MVP award; and was 
selected to the Best Nine team ten times.  Like many 
deserving players, he still has not been elected to the 
Japanese Hall of Fame. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2235 (13th) 7702 (15th) 1218 (11th) 2271 (14th) 396 (12th) 1286 (12th) 118 .295 
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Hiroyuki Yamazaki  山崎  裕之 
(1946-    ) 
Orions 1965-1978, Lions 1979-1984 
 

Slick fielding and power hitting, the “Golden Boy” of 
the Pacific League was one of the best second 
basemen of the 1970s.  At Ageo High School in 
Saitama Prefecture, Yamazaki was an outstanding 
pitcher and shortstop.  The fierce battle among scouts 
for Yamazaki’s signature on a pro contract was a 
contributing factor to the institution of a Japan pro 
baseball draft in 1965.  After a fielding all offers, 
Yamazaki signed with the Orions for a large sum.   
 
Yamazaki became a regular by 1967, and after 
switching to second base in 1969, he became an 
eleven-time All-Star.  In 1969, his .301 mark with 14 
homers showed that he had arrived.  The following 
year, he played in his first of four Japan Series.  In 
1974, he was the Series MVP.  Yamazaki was strong, 
despite his small stature (5’9”, 165 lb.).  During his 
twenty-year career, he reached double figures in 
home runs 14 times with a high of 25. This slugging 
right-hander has more homers than any other second 
baseman in the history of Japanese baseball. 
 
Yamazaki was best known for his excellent fielding, 
described as “oxidized silver.”  He won Golden 
Gloves in 1977, 1980 and 1981.  The combination of 
defense and power led Yamazaki to be named to five 
Best Nine teams (1969, 1970, 1971, 1974, and 1980).  
 
In 1979, Yamazaki joined the Lions, where he 
enjoyed a second life.  He was a pivotal member of 
the first two Lions Championship teams during their 
remarkable run of eight titles in 12 years. 
 
Since his retirement from baseball, Yamazaki has 
served as a T.V. baseball commentator. 
 
 
 

 
 

1979 TCMA #16 

 
 

Selected Hiroyuki Yamazaki Cards 
 
1975 JF27 Nippon Ham 
1976 JA6 Blank Back 
1977 NST Stamp #70 
1979 TCMA #16 
1980 Calbee #216 
1981 Calbee #40 
1981 Calbee #75 
1981 Calbee #132 
1982 Calbee #50 
1982 Calbee #179 
1982 Calbee #301 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2251 7845 1099 2081 270 985 137 .265 
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Kenichi Yazawa  谷沢  健一 
(1947-    ) 
Dragons 1970-1986 
 

Yazawa was the Dragons’ most productive hitter 
during the 1970s and early 1980s, helping them to 
two Central League pennants.  Usually batting in the 
third or clean-up spots, Yazawa hit for both average 
and power.   
 
Earlier in his career, the 5’10”, 165 lb. Chiba native 
was one of the brightest stars in Big Six University 
baseball.  An outfielder at Waseda University, he won 
the 1967 Big Six batting title with a .396 average.  
Drafted in the first round by the Dragons in 1969, 
Yazawa began his pro career by winning the Central 
League Rookie of the Year award in 1970.  His 
offensive numbers were modest, a .251 batting 
average with 11 homers, but he led the league with 6 
triples and played in 126 games.  He put up 
comparable numbers the following year (.260, 16 
HRs), but blossomed in 1972.  From 1972 through 
1977, this left-handed batter consistently hit over 
.290.  In 1974, Yazawa’s 22 homers, .290 average, 
and league-leading 31 doubles helped the Dragons 
capture their first pennant in 20 years.  His best 
season, however, came in 1976 when he won the 
batting crown with a .355 average and led the league 
with 36 doubles.   He was selected to the Best Nine 
as an outfielder. 
 
Yazawa had a strong 1977 season, hitting .312 with 
14 home runs, however, halfway through the 
following season he ruptured his achilles tendon 
forcing him to miss the rest of the year and most of 
the 1979 season.  Yet, he rebounded in 1980 to lead 
the Central League with a .369 average and also hit 
27 homers.  Over the next five years, he continued at 
a high level, never batting below .280 and was named 
to four more Best Nine teams.   Yazawa retired after 
the 1986 season.  His .302 lifetime batting average is 
the thirteenth best in the history of Japanese 
baseball. 
 
Since his retirement, Yazawa has been an analyst for 
Fuji TV.  He can still be seen nightly on the program, 
Japan Pro Baseball News. 
 
 

 

 
 

1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 
 
 
 
 

Selected Kenichi Yazawa Cards 
 
1973 Calbee #52, 66, 67 
1974 Calbee #221-222 
1974/75 Calbee #37, 75-76 
1975 JRM9 Flying Menko 
1975 NST Stamp #70, 111 
1975 JA5 Blank Back 
1975/76 Calbee #38, 67, 948 
1976 JRM10 Mitsuya Menko 
1976 JRM13 Pepsi Menko 
1976 JY1a Yamakatsu 
1978 JF52 Morinaga Pino 
1978 JY6 Yamakatsu 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1931 6818 847 2062 273 969 42 .302  (13th) 
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Wally Yonamine   与那嶺  要 
(1925-    ) 
Player: Yomiuri Giants 1951-60, Chunichi Dragons 1961-62 
Manager: Dragons 1972-77 
 

Called “The Jackie Robinson of Japan,” Yonamine is 
often credited with being the first American to play in 
Japan after World War II.  Although not actually true 
(three American-born Nisei played during the 1948 
and 1949 seasons), he was the first post-war 
American superstar.  Through his hard-nosed play 
and hustle, Yonamine is also credited with 
introducing the Japanese to a more aggressive style 
of baseball. 
 
Wally Kaname Yonamine was born in Olowalu, 
Hawaii, in 1925.  Like many other Japanese, his 
father had emigrated from Okinawa to work on the 
Hawaiian plantations.  As a schoolboy, Wally starred 
at football, bringing Farrington High School its first 
Hawaiian championship in 1944.  He went on to play 
semi-pro football in Hawaii and signed with the San 
Francisco 49ers.  In 1950, Yonamine was a running 
back for the 49ers but a broken wrist ended his pro 
career after only one season.  He quickly signed a 
contract with the San Francisco Seals and was 
placed with Salt Lake City in the Western League for 
the 1951 season.  He was hitting .360 when Lefty 
O’Doul, the Seals’ Manager, convinced Yonamine to 
sign with the Yomiuri Giants.   
 
Yonamine began his Japanese baseball career on 
June 19th, 1951.  He was an instant success, batting 
.354 with 26 steals in the remaining 54 games.  Using 
his football training on the diamond, Wally surprised, 
shocked, and delighted the Japanese with his 
aggressive style.  Running hard at all times, taking 
out pivot men with rolling blocks, sliding hard, and 
diving for balls became his signature.  Gradually, 
Japanese players began following his lead.  
Bolstered by Yonamine in the leadoff spot, the Giants 
ran away with the pennant with a .731 winning 
percentage and then comfortably took the Hawks in 
five games to win the Japan Series. 
 
Yonamine worked hard to fit in with his teammates.  
He learned Japanese and followed their lifestyle 
despite his strong dislike for sushi.  He was quickly 
accepted by most of the team, although anti-
American and anti-Nisei sentiment was still strong 
among some fans.  The fans were soon won over, 
however, by his play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1959 JCM32c Marumatsu 

 
 
 

Selected Wally Yonamine Cards 
 
1951 JGA12 Mini Game RC 
1951JGA11 Osato Gangu RC 
1951 JBR1 Bromide RC 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu Bromide 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM36 Yamakatsu 
1958 JCM30a Team Name Back 
1958 JCM32a Marumatsu 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1961 JCM35 Doyusha 
1975 NST Stamp 112 
1975 NST Stamp 161 
1976 JRM13 Pepsi Menko 
1979 TCMA #89 
1992 BBM #36 
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Playing his first full year in 1952, Wally showed that 
his rookie performance was no fluke.  In 166 games, 
he hit .344 with 10 homers and 38 stolen bases.  He 
finished second in the league in batting, first in hits, 
runs scored and doubles, third in stolen bases, and 
ninth in home runs.  He was also selected for his first 
Best Nine team.  Yonamine had an “off” year in 1953, 
finishing fifth in the league with a .307 average and 
not leading the league in any major category.  
Nonetheless, he was once again named to the Best 
Nine team. 
 
Yonamine rebounded to have his best season in 
1954, leading the league with a .361 average.  He 
also led the Central League in runs scored, hits, 
doubles, and walks.  Wally recorded an outstanding 
.441 on-base percentage as well as racking up 20 
steals and 10 home runs.  Although the MVP award 
was presented to the Dragons’ Michio Nishizawa, 
Yonamine was once again named to the Best Nine. 
 
Wally continued to be among the league’s best 
players for the next five seasons.  He finished among 
the top three batters in each year and won the batting 
title in 1956 with a .338 average, and again in 1957 
by hitting .343.  From 1955 to 1958, he continued to 
be named to the Best Nine team.  In 1957, Yonamine 
was the driving force behind the pennant-winning 
Giants.  As a result, he was finally selected as the 
Central League’s MVP.  Although it was not his best 
season, he led the league in batting average and hits. 
 
At the end of the 1960 season, Tetsuharu Kawakami 
replaced Shigeru Mizuhara as the Giants’ manager 
and Yonamine was promptly released.  At the time, 
Wally had Japan’s highest career average.  The 
action has been explained by both Kawakami’s 
dislike for his batting rival and teammate and also by 
Kawakami’s desire to field an all-Japanese 
championship team.  In Kawakami’s defense, 
however, Yonamine was coming off a dismal year 
hitting only .228 with 5 home runs in 399 at bats.  
Furthermore, Kawakami retained Hawaiian slugger 
Andy Miyamoto for two more seasons. 
 
Yonamine signed with the Chunichi Dragons and 
homered to beat the Giants in his first game against 
his old team.  Kawakami’s decision, however, proved 
wise as Yonamine did not regain his old form.  He 
finished the season with a .178 average in 146 at 
bats.  The following year, Wally played in only 17 
games before retiring. 

After ending his active playing career, Yonamine 
stayed in Japan as a coach before becoming the 
Dragons manager in 1972.  After two third place 
finishes, Yonamine’s team captured the pennant in 
1974 by beating out the Giants by .001 of a 
percentage point.  The victory was doubly sweet 
because it ended Kawakami’s streak of nine 
consecutive championships.  The Dragons went on 
to beat the Lotte Orions in six games in the Japan 
Series.  With the victory, Yonamine became the 
only non-Japanese to lead a team to the Japan 
Series title.  Yonamine continued to manage the 
Dragons until the end of the 1977 season.  He went 
on to coach the Hawks and Lions and later to work 
for the Giants. 
 
In all, Yonamine led the league three times in both 
batting average and runs scored.  He won the MVP 
award in 1957 and was selected for the Best Nine 
team for seven straight years (1952-1958).  His 
.311 lifetime batting average ranks sixth on the all-
time list.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
1994. 
 

 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
1219 4298 707 1337 82 482 163 .311 (6th) 
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Tetsuya Yoneda  米田  哲也 
(1938-    ) 
Braves 1956-75, Tigers 1975-76, Buffaloes 1977 
 

Although not as well known as some of the other top 
Japanese pitchers, Yoneda's 350 lifetime victories 
rank second in the history of Japanese ball.  A right-
hander, Yoneda comes from Tottori Prefecture.  In 
1957, his second season with the Braves, he won 21 
games and became the staff ace.  Over the next 
several years, the 5’11”, 190 lb. Yoneda teamed with 
lefty Takao Kajimoto to form a potent force called 
“Yonekaji.”  A real workhorse, over the next 12 
seasons, Yoneda pitched in at least 275 innings each 
year, and won at least 20 games eight times!  In 
honor of his durability and success, he earned the 
nicknames “toughman” and “gas tank.”  
 
Between 1967 and 1972, the Braves, then known as 
the “grey baseball team” due to the advanced ages of 
several players, won five Pacific League titles, but 
lost the Japan Series each time to the Giants.  
Yoneda was a key component of these teams, 
completing a streak of 18 consecutive years with at 
least 10 victories in 1974. 
 
Not only was Yoneda a great pitcher, but he was also 
an outstanding hitter.  In his first game, he hit a grand 
slam homer, the first of 33 career home runs.  He had 
a .271 lifetime batting average, and occasionally filled 
in at first base or in the outfield. 
 
After brief stints with the Tigers and Buffaloes, 
Yoneda retired.  Not only is he second in lifetime 
wins, but he is also second on the all-time strikeout 
list and in innings pitched.  He appeared in 949 
games, more than any other Japanese pitcher.  He 
was also named to 14 All-Star teams.  In 1968, he 
won 29 games and was named the Pacific League 
MVP.  
 
Since retiring, Yoneda has been a coach for the 
Braves, Blue Wave and Buffaloes, and a T.V. 
commentator.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
2000. 

 
 

1960 JCM12b Marusan 

 
 
 
 

Selected Tetsuya Yoneda Cards 
 
1957 JCM9 Menko 
1958 JCN30a Team Name Back 
1959 JCM30b Team Name Back 
1959 JG8 Jintan Gum 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1960 JCM12b Marusan 
1960 JBR3 Doyusha 4in1 Bromide 
1991 BBM #230 

 
 
 
 

Career Pitching Statistics 
 

G W L Inn H K BB ERA 
949 (1st) 350 (2nd) 285 (2nd) 5130 (2nd) 4561 1st) 3388 (2nd) 1480 (2nd) 2.91 
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Yoshio Yoshida  吉田  義男 
(1933-    ) 
Player: Tigers 1953-1969 
Manager: Tigers 1975-77, 1985-87, 1997-98 
 

In 1953, the Hanshin Tigers signed 5’ 5 ½”, 123 lb. 
Yoshio Yoshida.  His acrobatic defense amazed 
onlookers and he became the premier defensive 
shortstop by whom all others would be judged.  
Yoshida was also a great contact hitter with 
exceptional speed.  From 1955 through 1966, 
Yoshida batted leadoff for the Tigers.  Although only 
a .267 lifetime hitter, Yoshida had great bat control.  
In 6,980 career at bats, he struck out only 325 times!  
He was also adept at the hit and run and bunting, 
leading the league in sacrifices four times.  He hit 
over .300 only once.  He did, however, lead the 
Central League in hits in 1955 and in stolen bases in 
1955 and 1956.  His best offensive season came in 
1964 when he hit .318 with 8 homers, 23 stolen 
bases, and 75 runs scored.  His performance helped 
the Tigers to the pennant.  Yoshida retired as an 
active player after the 1969 season.  His defensive 
prowess led to nine selections to the Central League 
Best Nine team and to his election to the Hall of Fame 
in 1992. 
 
In 1975, he became the Tigers manager.  Although 
he nearly captured the pennant in 1976, this first stint 
lasted only three years.  Yoshida returned in 1985 to 
bring the Tigers their only Japan Series title.  After 
finishing in the cellar in 1987, he was dismissed once 
again.  Yoshida then served as the coach of the 
French National baseball team from 1989 to 1995.  
He later served his third stint as the Tigers manager 
in 1997 and 1998.  Overall, Yoshida won 48.6 percent 
of his games, but will always be revered by Tigers’ 
fans for the victorious 1985 season. 

 
 

1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 

 
 

Selected Yoshio Yoshida Cards 
 
1954 JBR8 Bromide 
1956 JBR16 Marumatsu 
1957 JCM27 Yamakatsu 
1957 JCM37 Marusho 
1959 JGA5 Doyusha Game 
1962 JCM10 Marusan 
1963 JCM13c Marusho 
1967 Kabaya-Leaf #113 
1991 BBM #231 

 
 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
2007 6980 900 1864 66 434 350 .267 
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Masaki Yoshihara  吉原  正喜 
(1919-1944) 
Player: Giants 1938-41 
 

A catcher with a powerful arm, Yoshihara enjoyed the 
Japan baseball limelight from an early age.  At 
Kumamoto Industrial High School, he teamed with 
the legendary Tetsuharu Kawakami (a pitcher at the 
time) to form a potent battery.  The team advanced to 
the final game of the 1937 National High School 
Baseball Championships at Koshien before being 
defeated.   
 
In 1938, both Yoshihara and Kawakami became 
teammates on the Giants.  Yoshihara was an average 
hitter with some power and speed.  In his rookie 
season (Spring 1938), he hit only .265 but his 3 
homers was the fifth best in the league.  His average 
declined to .241 in 1939 and again to .230 in 1940, 
but he did swipe 30 bases.  His best season came in 
1941, when he hit .250 (sixth best in the league) with 
4 homers (third in the league), and 13 stolen bases. 
 
After four years as the Giants’ regular catcher, 
Yoshihara was drafted in 1942.  In 1944, he was killed 
in battle at Imphal in what was then Burma, but is now 
part of India near the Myanmar border.  The small (5’ 
5”, 145 lb.) catcher may not have put up imposing 
statistics while with the Giants (.237 lifetime), but his 
great scholastic career and his contribution to the 
teams of the Giants’ first golden age earned him a 
place in the Japan Hall of Fame in 1978. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

No Known Cards 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Career Batting Statistics 
 

G AB R H HR RBI SB AVE 
339 1103 158 261 9 328 59 .237 
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Part II:  
Profiles of Amateur Players and Non-Players
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Isao Abe  安部  磯雄 
(1865-1949) 
H.O.F. 1959 
Abe established Waseda University’s baseball 
team and is known as “The Father of University 
Baseball.”  Born in Fukuoka in 1865, Abe first 
attended Doshisha University before studying 
Christianity at Hartford Christian University in 
Connecticut.  While in the United States, he fell in 
love with baseball.  After stints in Germany and 
England, Abe started teaching at Waseda 
University.   In 1901, he established a baseball 
team and became its first manager.  In 1905, he 
took his team on a tour of the United States to 
teach them the finer points of the game.  It would 
be the first of many Japanese university teams to 
travel to America.  Abe also helped promote inter-
collegiate baseball and later became the Director 
of the Tokyo Big Six University League and the 
Chairman of the Association of University 
Baseball.   
 
 
Takeo Akuta   芥田  武夫 
(1903-1987) 
H.O.F. 1988 
Akuta was born in Himeji City (Hyogo Prefecture).  
After graduating from Himeji Middle School (now 
Himeji East High School), he attended Waseda 
University.  In the Fall of 1925, the Tokyo Big Six 
University Baseball League resumed play after a 
hiatus of many years due to rioting.  Akuta played 
in the outfield for Waseda and became the 
league’s first batting champion, hitting .343.  He 
then continued his career with the Manchuria 
Club.  Akuta never played pro ball. 
 
After his active baseball career, Akuta worked for 
the Asahi Shinbun, eventually becoming head of 
their sports book department.  In September 1952, 
he finally entered Pro Baseball when he was 
named manager of the Kintetsu Pearls (later 
Buffaloes).  Akuta’s managerial career paled in 
comparison to his playing exploits.  In over five 
years as manager, Akuta’s teams never finished 
higher than fourth place in the Pacific League.  
After a particularly dismal 1957 season in which 
the Pearls finished last with a 44-82-6 record, 
Akuta resigned his managerial post. 
 
After several years as a baseball commentator, 
Akuta joined the Buffaloes’ front office, where he 
remained through 1970.  In 1968, he also served 
as acting Pacific League President.  In later years 
he wrote several baseball books including his 
autobiography.  He was elected to the Japan Hall 
of Fame in 1988, a few short months after his 
death. 

 
 
 
Teiyu Amano 天野  貞祐  
(1884-1980) 
H.O.F. 1973 
After studying at Dokyo Middle School, Amano 
entered Daiichi High School in 1906.  In 1909, he 
began studying philosophy at Kyoto Teikoku 
University and graduated in 1912.  He became the 
headmaster of Ichiko (the forerunner of Tokyo 
University) and later the Minister of Education.  As 
a chairman of the Student Baseball Association, 
Amano helped develop student baseball.   
 
 
Yokio Aoi   青井  鉞男 
(1872-1937) 
H.O.F. 1959 
Aoi was the first Japanese pitcher to beat a foreign 
team.   Born in 1872 in Tochigi prefecture, Aoi 
pitched for Daiichi High School starting in 1892.  
Known for having good control, he was said to 
have eight different types of pitches.  On May 23, 
1896, he was on the mound as Daiichi played the 
Yokohama Club, composed of Americans, in the 
first known international baseball game.  Behind 
Aoi, Daiichi won 29 to 4.  Later, Aoi graduated from 
Tokyo University with a degree in engineering and 
was the first to translate the rules of baseball into 
Japanese.  Aoi was among the first class of 
inductees elected to the Hall of Fame in 1959. 
 
 
Yoriyasu Arima  有馬  頼寧  
(1884-1957)  
H.O.F. 1969 
After graduating from Tokyo Teikoku University, 
Arima became a politician.  In this capacity, he 
contributed to the development of culture and 
sports.  In 1920, he became the first chairman of 
the Taisei Yokusankai and in the same year he 
became an advisor to the Japan Baseball 
Association.  When the association changed its 
name to Nihon Yakyu Kokokukai in 1924, he 
continued as an advisor until it dissolved in 
November of the same year.  In 1935, he 
established the professional Tokyo Senators and 
built Kamii Stadium with the Seibu Railroad 
Company.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kanoe Chuma 中馬   庚 
(1870-1932)  
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H.O.F. 1970 
Born in Kagoshima, Chuman came from a 
scholarly family with a background in Chinese 
literature.  In 1898, he entered Daiichi Koto Middle 
School where he played second base.  He was the 
team leader when Ichiko beat the Yokohama 
Foreigners' Baseball Club for the first time.  While 
at Teikoku University, he wrote Dai Ichi Koto 
School Baseball History in 1904.  In this book, he 
became the first person to translate baseball as 
“yakyu”.  In 1907, he wrote Yakyu, the first 
Japanese book that focused only on baseball.  
After graduating, he became a middle school 
headmaster. 
 
 
Masao Date  伊達   正男 
(1911-    ) 
H.O.F. 1989 
Date, from Osaka, was a member of the powerful 
Ichikawa Middle School teams that played in the 
National High School Baseball Championships in 
the mid 1920s.  From 1928 to 1932, he starred at 
Waseda University.  He began his college career 
as a hard-hitting catcher, capturing the Big Six 
University batting title in his freshman year with a 
whopping .469 average!  This mark still ranks as 
the highest average ever recorded by a first year 
player.  By 1931, Date had converted to pitching 
and gained the nickname “Iron Arm” by defeating 
rival Keio University in three consecutive games.  
His mixture of fastball and “outdrop” baffled 
opposing hitters.  After leaving Waseda, Date 
joined the All-Osaka team.  Later on he wore #50 
as a coach for the Braves (1955-59).   
 
 
Nobuo Fujita 藤田  信男  
(1903-1992)  
H.O.F. 1987 
Fujita played baseball for both Itami Middle School 
and Hosei University, before becoming Hosei’s 
manager in 1929.  He focused on improving the 
team’s defense, which resulted in four Hosei 
championships between 1930 and 1935.  He 
remained in the position until 1941.  In 1949, Fujita 
helped Takizo Matsumoto organize the San 
Francisco Seals’ tour of Japan. 
 
 
Shintaro Fukushima  福島  慎太郎 
(1907-1984) 
H.O.F. 2000 
A graduate in law from Tokyo University, 
Fukushima entered the Foreign Ministry in 1930.  
He became the secretary to the Prime Minister in 
1937.  In 1949, Fukushima became the president 
of the Orions.  He served as the Pacific League’s 
president in 1950-51 and again from 1981 until his 
death in 1984. 

 
 
Shin Hashido   橋戸  信 
(1879-1936) 
H.O.F. 1959 
Born in Tokyo in 1879, Hashido attended Aoyama 
Gakuin before entering Waseda University in 
1902.  At Waseda, mustached Hashido captained 
the ballclub and played shortstop.  While on 
Waseda’s 1905 tour of the United States, Hashido 
took notes and later published The Latest 
Baseball, which helped introduce the newest 
American techniques to Japan.  After graduating, 
Hashido returned to the United States and worked 
as a journalist.  He also helped establish a national 
middle school baseball tournament and the 
National City Baseball Tournament. The MVP 
Award for the National City Baseball Tournament 
is called the Hashido Award In recognition of his 
services.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame as 
part of the inaugural class of 1959. 
 
 
Ryozo Hiranuma 平沼   亮三  
(1879-1959)  
H.O.F. 1979 
Known as "The Father of Amateur Sports," 
Hiranuma played a third base for Keio and also 
served as the team’s first secretary.  When Keio 
traveled to the United Sates in 1941, he joined 
them as the manager.  In 1932, he became the 
second chairman of the Tokyo Big Six University 
Baseball Union. 
 
 
Hiroshi Hiraoka   平岡   煕 
(1856-1934) 
H.O.F. 1959 
In 1871, at the age of 16, Hiraoka went to the 
United States to study the railroad industry.  
During his five-year stay, Hiraoka developed a 
passion for baseball.  Upon his return to Japan in 
1877, he established Japan’s first baseball team 
known as the Shinbashi Athletic Club.  By 1882, 
Shinbashi had built Japan’s first baseball stadium.  
The team primarily played university teams and 
helped spread the popularity of the game.   
 
 
Tomoo Hirooka   廣岡  知男 
(1907-    ) 
H.O.F. 1994 
In 1931, Hirooka became only the second player 
from Tokyo University to lead the Big Six in batting.  
After graduation, he eventually became the 
president of Asahi Shinbun and president of the 
Japan Amateur Baseball Association.  He was an 
important force behind the drive to make baseball 
an Olympic sport. 
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Kenzo Hirose 広瀬  謙三  
(1895-1970)  
H.O.F. 1973 
After graduating from Kyoto Teikoku University, 
Hirose began working for Hanshin Railroad.  In 
1923, he helped design Koshien Stadium.  Later, 
he became a scorer for the professional baseball 
league.  He also wrote a number of important 
books on Japanese baseball including Japanese 
Baseball History. 
 
 
Makato Hosaka   保坂  誠 
(1910-1996) 
H.O.F. 1996 
Born in Manchuria, in 1950 Hosaka began working 
for the Korakuen Stadium Company.  In 1978, he 
became the company’s president.  He was 
responsible for the design and construction of the 
Tokyo Dome. 
 
 
Tadao Ichioka 市岡  忠男  
(1891-1964)  
H.O.F. 1962 
Born in Gifu, Ichioka entered Waseda University 
after graduating from Tokyo Issho in 1914.  At 
Waseda, he caught, becoming the captain in 
1917.  From 1925 to September 1930, Ichioka was 
Waseda’s second manager.  He joined the 
Yomiuri Shinbun in 1930, and a year later helped 
organize the Major League All-Star Tour 
sponsored by Yomiuri.  In 1934, when the Dai 
Nippon Tokyo Baseball Club (Giants) was 
established, Ichioka became a representative of 
the Giants.  He also served as the first Director 
General of the Japan Pro Baseball League.   
 
 
Shinjiro Iguchi   井口  新次郎 
(1904-1985) 
H.O.F. 1998 
Iguchi captained the Wakayama Middle School 
team as it won the 1921 and 1922 Koshien 
tournaments.  He played shortstop and pitched. In 
1923, he entered Waseda University where he hit 
cleanup.   After graduation, he worked for the 
Mainichi Shinbun and wrote about amateur 
baseball.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tsuneo Ikeda 池田  恒雄  
(1911-    )  
H.O.F. 1989 

While studying at Waseda University in the early-
1930s, Ikeda became involved with the baseball 
magazine known as "Yakyukai.”  In 1937, he 
became the magazine’s chief editor.  In 1946, he 
established the Baseball Magazine Company. 
Baseball Magazine quickly became one of the 
nation’s most popular sports magazines.  The 
magazine is still published today, and the 
company (BBM) is Japan’s largest producer of 
baseball cards. 
 
 
Yutaka Ikeda 池田  豊  
(1893-1952)  
H.O.F. 1962 
Born in Tokyo, Ikeda attended both Waseda 
Middle school and Waseda University.  He was a 
superb fielding third baseman and helped Waseda 
to win the East Asian Tournament in 1917 and 
1918.  After graduating, he umpired for the Big Six 
University Baseball Association.  In 1936, he 
managed Nagoya in the first season of 
professional baseball.  The following year, he 
became an umpire for the Japan Baseball 
Association.  He remained a professional umpire 
until 1948.  Ikeda retired in 1948 and was 
enshrined in the HOF in 1962. 
 
 
Noburo Inoue 井上  登  
(1885-1971)  
H.O.F. 1965 
Born in Chiba, Inoue graduated from Tokyo 
Teikoku University as a law major in 1913.  In 
1917, he became a local judge, and was elevated 
to a federal judge in 1949.  He became an advisor 
to the Japan Baseball Association in 1941 and in 
1950 became a special advisor to the baseball 
commissioner.  In January 1956, Inoue became 
Japanese baseball’s second commissioner.  He 
served in this position until 1962 and entered the 
Hall of Fame three years later. 
 
 
Tokichiro Ishii  石井  藤吉郎 
(1924-1999) 
H.O.F. 1995 
Bad timing haunted Ishii’s career.  He starred at 
Mito Commercial Middle School, but was unable 
to play at Koshien as the tournament was 
cancelled due to the War.  Ishii enrolled at Waseda 
University and played in the last Waseda-Keio 
game before college ball was suspended during 
the War.  He was drafted and became a POW in a 
Siberian camp.  He returned to Japan and Waseda 
in 1948.  From 1948 to 1951, he led Waseda to 4 
Big Six championships and won a batting title.  He 
ranks seventh on the all-time Big Six University 
career hit list.  After graduating, he played for 
Daishawa Paper Manufacturing and led the team 
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to the National Intercity Tournament 
Championship in 1953.  In 1964, Ishii became 
Waseda’s manager and stayed in the position until 
1973.  He also wrote Baseball Classroom in 1982.  
 
  
 
Yasuhiro Itami   伊丹  安広 
(1904-1977) 
H.O.F. 1978 
Born in Kyushu, Itami was a standout catcher at 
Waseda University in the late 1920s.   Known as a 
strong defensive backstop, he batted .273 against 
American college teams in Waseda’s 1927 tour of 
the United States.  After graduating, Itami umpired 
for the Big Six University League and at the Middle 
School championships at Koshien.  He never 
played pro ball, but instead remained an amateur 
player.  From 1940 to 1943, he managed the 
Waseda University team, and after the war he 
founded the Association of Student Baseball.  In 
1952, he joined the managing committee of Jingu 
Stadium, and eventually became the stadium’s 
president in 1972.  As president, he was 
responsible for installing lights and bringing a 
professional team (the Swallows) to the stadium. 
 
 
Shinji Kirihara  桐原  眞二 
(1901-1945) 
H.O.F. 1984 
Despite being a standout middle school player, 
Kirihara never played in Koshien for the National 
Championship.  In 1919, he entered Keio 
University and became the team’s shortstop.  
Kirihara became Keio’s captain in 1924 and also 
their pitcher.  As the captain, he played an 
important role in restarting the Waseda/Keio 
games which had been suspended due to rioting.  
After graduating in 1925, he took a job with the 
Mainichi newspaper as an economics reporter.  
He eventually became the head of the section.  He 
continued to play baseball with the company’s 
team.  Kirihara was killed in action in Manilla in 
June 1945. 
 
 
Atsushi Kono  河野   安通志  
(1884-1946)  
H.O.F. 1960 
Born in Ishikawa Prefecture, Kono attended 
Yokohama commercial school and Meiji Gakuin, 
before entering Waseda University in 1903.  At 
Waseda, he starred as a pitcher.  During the 
team’s 1905 United States tour, Kono pitched in 
26 games and earned the nickname “The Iron 
Pitcher.”  He is credited with introducing the 
windup to Japan after seeing it employed by 
American pitchers on the tour.  After graduating, 
he became a teacher and coach at Waseda.  In 

1917, he joined a company team and in 1920 
helped establish the Japan Athlete Association.  
He became the representative of the Nagoya 
Team and the manager of Eagles in the following 
year.   
 
 
Hisashi Koshimoto  腰本  寿  
(1894-1935)  
H.O.F. 1967 
Born in Hawaii, Koshimoto attended both Keio 
Middle School and Keio University.  At Keio 
University, he played third base and won the Big 
Six batting title in 1917.  After graduating, he 
worked at Osaka Mainichi Newspaper, and was 
the captain and second baseman for their baseball 
team.  He also managed Keio High School and led 
them to the Koshien championship.  Koshimoto 
became Keio University’s manager in 1926, and 
stayed until the fall of 1934.  During his tenure, he 
molded superstars such as Saburo Miyatake and 
Minoru Yamashita, and won seven 
championships.   
 
 
Ichizo Kobayashi  小林  一三  
(1873-1957)  
H.O.F. 1968 
After graduating from Keio University in 1892, 
Kobayashi began his business career at Mitsui 
Bank.  He helped organize the Takarazuka 
Baseball Association in 1924, but the association 
did not last.  In 1927, became president of the 
Hanshin Kyuko Railroad company.  In 1935, as the 
chairman of Hankyu he established the Hankyu 
Braves and a year later had Nishinomiya Stadium 
built.  He later became an advisor to the Japan 
Baseball Association.   
 
 
Shinzo Koizumi  小泉  信三  
(1888-1966)  
H.O.F. 1976 
A graduate of Keio Middle School and Keio 
University, Koizumi became the President of Keio 
University.  In 1943, he personally made sure that 
the famous Waseda-Keio game was held.  After 
the war, he served on the Student Baseball 
Association screening committee.   
 
 
 
 
 
Jiro Kuji  久慈  次郎 
(1897-1939) 
H.O.F. 1959 
The mustachioed catcher was a native of Iwake 
Prefecture in Hokkaido. After attending Morioka 
Middle School, he entered Waseda University in 
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1917.  At Waseda, he starred as a catcher.  After 
graduating in 1922, Kuji joined the Hakodate Taiyo 
Ocean amateur baseball team and played for 19 
seasons.  In both 1931 and 1934, he played for 
All-Japan teams against the touring U.S. Major 
League All-Star squads.  He was the batterymate 
of Eiji Sawamura in the famous game in which 
Sawamura struck out Ruth, Gehrig, et. al. in a 1-0 
defeat.  Later, when Japan’s first pro team, the 
Yomiuri Giants, was formed, Kuji was invited to 
join.  He turned them down in order to remain as 
captain of the Ocean. 
 
Kuji’s end may be the most tragic in all of 
Japanese baseball history.  He was killed in the 
1939 National Intercity Tournament at Sapporo 
Stadium by an errant pickoff throw.  While Kuji was 
at bat, the runner on second base took a very large 
lead.  After a pitch, instead of returning the ball to 
the pitcher, the catcher attempted a throw to 
second to catch the runner off base.  
Unfortunately, the thrown ball hit batter Kuji in the 
back of the head.  He died two days later as a 
result of internal bleeding.  Over 1,000 people 
attended his funeral.  Hundreds of thousands lined 
the streets during his funeral procession.  Each 
year to this day a “Fighting Spirit Award” in the 
name of Jiro Kuji is awarded after the National 
Intercity Tournament. 
 
 
Naotaka Makino  牧野  直隆 
(1910-    ) 
H.O.F. 1996 
As the captain of Keio University, Makino led the 
team to 5 championships.  After graduating, he 
played on the All-Osaka team and helped win the 
8th Annual Intercity League Championship.  After 
the war, he helped establish the Kanebo Baseball 
team and brought them three championships 
during the 1950s.  Makino also umpired high 
school games and in 1981 became president of 
the National High School Baseball Federation. 
 
 
Masao Matsukata  松方  正雄  
(1868-1942)  
H.O.F. 1986 
The fourth son of Prince Masayoshi Matsukata, a 
leading politician in the Meiji period, Masao 
studied at the University of Pennsylvania where he 
played both baseball and football.  After coming 
back to Japan, he successively held a number of 
posts until he was made chairman of the Hanshin 
Tigers in 1935.  Consequently, he resigned from 
his other positions and put all his energy into 
developing the Tigers.  Under his direction, the 
Tigers won championships in the fall of 1937 and 
the spring of 1938.  Later, Matsukata became the 
vice president of the Japan Professional Baseball 
Union. 

 
 
Kiyoshi Miyahara 宮原   清  
(1882-1963)  
H.O.F. 1964 
Miyahara played second base and captained the 
Keio University team in 1903 and 1904.  He also 
played in the famous first Waseda-Keio match.  
After graduating in 1905, he entered the business 
world and filled important positions at Fujita-gumi, 
Kamishima Chemical Industrial, and Chiyoda Life 
Insurance.  He also served on the selecting 
committee for National Selected Middle School 
Baseball Tournament.  After the war, Miyahara 
became the first chairman of Japan Businessman 
Baseball Organization in 1949, and in 1953 
became the commissioner for the National 
Baseball Congress for Japanese Amateur 
Baseball.   
 
 
Daisuke Miyake  三宅  大輔 
(1893-1978) 
H.O.F. 1969 
Miyake stood at the forefront of Japanese baseball 
for over 50 years.  Born in Tokyo, he was a catcher 
in high school.  After graduation, he attended Keio 
University and was team captain in 1916 and 
1917.  In 1925, he returned to become the team’s 
manager in the Big Six University League’s 
reformation year.  By this time he was already an 
important writer of baseball books, with his classic, 
Baseball, being published in 1925.  During this 
period, he was also involved with the Mita team. 
 
In 1934, Miyake was named manager of the All-
Japan squad that battled the U.S. Major League 
All-Stars (featuring Babe Ruth).  In 1936 and 1937, 
he managed Hankyu.  In Japan Pro Baseball’s 
inaugural season of 1936, the team had a 48-28 
record.  However, after a poor showing in 1937, 
Miyake resigned.  In 1943 and 1944, he managed 
the Nagoya club.  Subsequently, he left pro 
baseball to manage in the industrial leagues, 
notably for Otsuka Athletics.  Miyake continued to 
write books about the art of baseball into the 
1970’s, including such titles as Principles of 
Modern Hitting and Study of Baseball.  His literary 
contributions helped to earn his enshrinement into 
the Japan Hall of Fame in 1969. 
 
 
Rihachi Mizuno 水野  利八  
(1884-1970)  
H.O.F. 1971 
After coming back from the Russo-Japanese War, 
Mizuno believed that Japanese needed to play 
sports.  In 1906, he established Mizuno-Shoten a 
sporting goods enterprise.  He also sponsored 
baseball games for middle and high school 
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students that led to the Koshien and City Baseball 
tournaments.  Mizuno eventually grew into one of 
the largest and most successful sporting goods 
companies in the world.   
 
 
Shigeo Mori  森  茂雄  
(1906-1977) 
H.O.F. 1977 
One of the greatest amateur team managers in the 
history of Japanese baseball, Mori was born in 
Matsuyama City in Ehime Prefecture.  He spent 
his high school years at Matsuyama Commercial 
where he played the infield.  Then, from 1925 to 
1930 he attended Waseda University.  At Waseda, 
he was primarily a third baseman on a series of 
highly successful teams that won four Big Six 
University championships.  The small but powerful 
(5’7”, 165 lb.) right-hander was known for his 
hitting.  In 1930, he was named team captain.   
 
After college, Mori spent time with the Tokyo club.  
Then, in 1935 he was named manager of his old 
high school team.  Matsuyama Commercial went 
on to win the National High School Baseball 
Championship that year.  As a result of that 
success, he was named founding manager of the 
Tigers in the new Japan Pro Baseball League for 
1936.  The Tigers were the most successful team 
in the league finishing at 33-12-1.  However, his 
luck ran out in 1937 when he signed to manage 
the Eagles.  After an unimpressive series of 
finishes from 1937 to 1939, he was relieved of his 
duties.  During his tenure with the Eagles, he made 
four pinch hitting appearances and went hitless.   
 
Mori’s best years came after the War, after he was 
named manager of his Alma Mater, Waseda 
University, in 1947.  In ten seasons as manager, 
he guided Waseda to nine Big Six titles.  This was 
certainly a far better performance than his pitiful 
.394 lifetime percentage as a pro  manager.  Later 
in his life, he became the president of Taiyo 
baseball team and Kawasaki Stadium.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jiro Morioka 森岡   二朗  
(1886-1950)  
H.O.F. 1969 
After graduating from Tokyo Teikoku University, 
Morioka worked for the government and became 
a politician.  He played an important role in 
creating the Japanese Professional Baseball 
league in 1936.  In 1941, he became the first 
chairman of the Japan Baseball Association.   
 

 
Tsunetaro Moriyama  守山  恒太郎 
(1880-1912)  
H.O.F. 1966 
After attending Dokkyo Kyokai Middle School, 
Moriyama entered Daiichi High School in 1899 
and became a pitcher on the team.  A southpaw, 
he was known for his fastball and sinker.  To gain 
more control, Moriyama supposedly pitched 
against a wall in the schoolyard over and over 
again, until a hole developed in the wall.  Known 
for his exhausting training, he supposedly hung 
from a tree by his pitching arm to straighten it out 
after practice.  On May 10, 1902, he shut out 
Yokohama Foreigners' Club by a 4-0 score.  After 
graduating, he became a medical doctor for the 
Japanese Army and died from typhoid at the age 
of 32. 
 
 
Minoru Murakami  村上   実 
(1906-    ) 
H.O.F. 1995 
A third baseman at Osaka Teno Middle School, 
Murakami next attended Keio University where he 
eventually became the assistant manager of the 
baseball team under future Hall of Famer Hisashi 
Koshimoto.  After graduating, Murakami took a job 
in 1932 with the Hankyu Company selling 
furniture.  Once the Hankyu established a baseball 
team, he was moved to the new enterprise.  Over 
the years, he filled a number of roles for the 
Braves, including a scout, a league representative, 
and even the manager for parts of the 1937 and 
1939 seasons.  Murakami is, however, primarily 
known for being the Braves first general manager. 
 
 
Masaichi Nagata 永田  雅一  
(1906-1985)  
H.O.F. 1988 
The president of Dai Nihon Eiga (Movie) 
Company, Nagata entered professional baseball 
in 1948 when his company formed the Kyuei 
Flyers.  The following year, Nagata bought the 
Kinsei Stars and combined the two teams to form 
the Daiei Stars.  A strong supporter of dividing 
professional baseball into two leagues, Nagata 
became the President of the Pacific League in 
1953.  In 1954, he helped establish the Takahashi 
Unions which he later bought and combined with 
the Stars to form the Daiei Unions.  Before the 
1958 season, the Daiei Unions merged with the 
Mainichi Orions to form the Daimai Orions.  In 
1971, he sold the Orions to the Lotte Corporation 
and retired from professional baseball.   
 
 
Takeji Nakano 中野   武二  
(1884-1947)  
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H.O.F. 1972 
Born in Tokyo, Nakano attended Tokyo Koshi 
Fuzoku Middle School and Daiichi High School.  At 
Daiichi, he played second base and was 
compared to the Ryojun fortress and called 
"Totetsu-san" for his great defense.  He became 
the team’s captain in 1905 and 1906.  After Ichiko, 
Nakano studied in Tokyo Teidai, and coached at 
Ichiko.  In 1918, under Nakano’s direction, Ichiko 
finally beat Waseda and Keio for the first time in 
15 years.  Nakano was also known as a fair umpire 
and was called upon to oversee the wild Waseda-
Keio games.   
 
 
Yoshio Nakazawa 中沢  良夫  
(1871-1966)  
H.O.F. 1991 
The son of a professor who had been taught by 
Horace Wilson (the American teacher credited 
with introducing baseball to Japan), Nakazawa 
played baseball at Sanko (now known as Kyoto 
University).  After graduating, Nakazawa became 
a teacher at Kyushu Tei-dai and Kyoto Tei-dai.  In 
1915, he helped start the middle school baseball 
tournament.  He became the second chairman of 
the High School Baseball Federation and 
remained in the position until his death in 1966. 
 
 
Matsutaro Naoki 直木  松太郎  
(1891-1947)  
H.O.F. 1970 
While at Keio University in 1910, Naoki published 
a translation of American baseball rules.  In 1917, 
he completed the first full-scale baseball rules for 
Japanese baseball.  He also developed an original 
way of scoring baseball that is still used today.  
After graduating, he became a coach for Keio and 
later their manager from 1920 to 1925.  Later, he 
helped create the rules governing the Tokyo Big 
Six University Baseball Association.   
 
 
 
 
 
Nobuaki Nidegawa 二出川  延明  
(1901-1989)  
H.O.F. 1970 
A fast, good-hitting outfielder, Nidegawa played for 
Meiji University from 1922 to 1924 and later for All-
Osaka.  In 1934, he was selected to play for the 
All-Nippon Team when the Major League All-Stars 
visited Japan.  He became a professional player 
and joined the Giants for their 1935 tour of the 
United States.  After returning from the tour, 
Nidegawa retired as a player and became an 
umpire in the newly established professional 
league.  He remained a professional umpire for 27 

years.  He became the first umpire-in-chief of the 
Pacific League in 1950.  Nidegawa was famous for 
his knowledge of the rules.  During a confrontation, 
at one point in his career, he supposedly 
thundered out, "I am the rulebook."   
 
 
Seizo Noda  野田  誠三 
(1895-1978) 
H.O.F. 1974 
After receiving an engineering degree from Kyoto 
Imperial University, Noda began working for 
Hanshin.  He was put in charge of designing and 
building Koshien Stadium.  In 1951, Noda became 
president of the Hanshin Corporation that owns 
the Tigers. 
 
 
Shotaro Ogawa   小川  正太郎 
(1912-1980) 
H.O.F. 1981 
Even in his early days at Waka Yamanaka Middle 
School, Ogawa was regarded as a left-handed 
pitching prodigy.  In his four middle school 
seasons, he led this team to eight appearances at 
the National High School Baseball Championships 
at Koshien.  He still holds the Koshien record for 
striking out eight consecutive batters.  Upon 
middle school graduation, he enrolled at Waseda 
University, where he played from 1929 to 1932.  
He was regarded as a savior, leading his team to 
the Big Six University title in Fall 1929.  His 
combination of fastball and “drop ball” bewildered 
opposing batters.  Unlike most others of his 
generation, Ogawa never played pro baseball.  He 
had a special affinity for amateur athletics.  He was 
one of the founders of the “member of society” 
baseball association of club teams.  He then 
pitched for and managed the Ichikawa Blue 
Hearts.  He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
1981 as much for his contribution to “Town 
Baseball” as for his own pitching exploits.  
 
 
 
 
Genzaburo Okada  岡田  源三郎 
(1896-1977) 
H.O.F. 1978 
Okada, a Tokyo native, seemed to play 
everywhere during the early years of Japanese 
baseball.  He played for such teams as Waseda 
Vocational School, Taiwan Sugar Refinery, Hirose 
Commercial Store, Chuo University, Osaka 
Mainichi Team and Kobe Star Club in addition to 
his Tokyo Big Six University League and Japan 
Pro League experience.  He was a catcher in the 
first game of the 1st National High School Baseball 
Championships at Koshien in 1915.  At Meiji 
University, Okada was best known as a jack-of-all-
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trades.  In addition to catcher (his primary 
position), the 5’7’, 130 lb. right-hander played first 
base, outfield and pitched.  From 1923 to 1935, he 
managed the Meiji University team, nurturing 
many outstanding players who became stars of 
Japan Pro Baseball during the late 1930s.  When 
the Japan Pro League began in 1936, Okada was 
hired to manage the Nagoya Golden Dolphins.  
Manager Okada occasionally inserted himself into 
the lineup as catcher, even though he was already 
well into his 40s.  In 24 games from 1937 to 1939, 
he hit .288.  His teams were habitual tailenders 
and as a result, he left the Golden Dolphins after 
the 1939 season.  Even after leaving pro baseball, 
Okada continued to catch on occasion.  Later, he 
became a baseball columnist.   
 
 
Michimaro Ono  小野  三千麿 
(1897-1956) 
H.O.F. 1959 
Born in Kanagawa, Ono entered Keio University 
after attending Kanagawa Teacher’s Middle 
School.  At Keio, he starred as a pitcher known for 
his fastball.  After graduating in 1921, he worked 
for the Mainichi Newspaper and played for the 
Oomai Baseball Team.  He also helped develop 
the National City Baseball Tournament.  Ono, 
however, is best known as the first Japanese 
pitcher to defeat a Major League squad.  On 
November 23, 1922, Ono, pitching for the Mita 
Club, defeated Herb Hunter’s touring All-Stars by 
a 9-3 score.  Ono pitched all nine innings and held 
the Major Leaguers to just five hits.  The visiting 
All-Stars included future Hall of Famers Luke 
Sewell, Waite Hoyt (the losing pitcher on 
November 23rd), and George Kelly.   
 
 
Kiyoshi Oshikawa  押川   清 
(1881-1944) 
H.O.F. 1959 
Born into a famous family, Oshikawa’s father, 
Katayoshi, was a well-known Japanese Christian 
and his brother, Harunami, a famous writer.  
Kiyoshi entered Waseda University after 
graduating from Ikubunkan Middle School.  At 
Waseda, he played second base and outfield and 
became the team’s captain from 1902 to 1903.  As 
a player, he traveled with the club on their 1905 
trip to the United States.  Later in life, Oshikawa 
helped found the Japan Athlete Association in 
1920 and became president of the professional 
Korakuen Baseball Club known as the Eagles.   
 
 
Shigeru Ota 太田   茂  
(1881-1940)  
H.O.F. 1972 

A graduate of Takamatsu Middle School and Wa 
Futsu Law School (Hosei University), Ota was a 
popular journalist for Kokumin Newspaper.  In 
1921, he became the editor of "Undo-kai" (Athletic 
World) and helped spread the popularity of sports 
for ten years.   
 
 
Isamu Saeki  佐伯  勇  
(1903-1989)  
H.O.F. 1990 
After attending Sanko Middle School and Tokyo 
Teidai University, Saeki began working for Kinki 
Nippon Railroad and eventually became a vice-
president.  In 1949, he became chairman of the 
company's "Professional Baseball Establishing 
Committee,” and in 1951 he became president of 
the Pearls (later called the Buffaloes).  Expect for 
a brief rest from 1954 to 1956, he remained the 
team’s president until his death in 1989. 
 
 
Tatsuo Saeki  佐伯  達夫  
(1892-1980)  
H.O.F. 1981 
Saeki began playing baseball at Ichioka Middle 
School and went on to become a third baseman 
and captain at Waseda University.  After 
graduating in 1917, he became a middle school 
baseball coach.  He became an umpire for the 
Koshien Baseball Tournament in 1920.  After the 
war, he helped restart the Koshien Tournament.  
In 1946, he established the Student Baseball 
Union, and the non-professional Baseball Union in 
1949.  He also served as the third president of the 
High School Baseball Federation. 
 
 
Yaichiro Sakurai  桜井  弥一郎  
(1883-1958)  
H.O.F. 1960 
After attending Ueda Middle School, Sakurai 
entered Keio University in 1902.  At Keio, he 
pitched and played second base, and captained 
the team from 1906 to 1907.  On June 11, 1903, 
Sakurai was the winning pitcher in the first 
Waseda-Keio game.  He managed Keio during 
their 1911 tour of the United States, leading the 
team to a 29-20-1 record.  Later in his life, he 
became the chairman of the Mita Baseball Club. 
 
 
Hidenosuke Shima  島  秀之助  
(1908-    ) 
H.O.F. 1989 
In 1923, Shima entered Daiichi Shinko High 
School and became a starting outfielder in his 
freshman year.  During his four years on the team, 
the school qualified for the schoolboy 
championships at Koshien each year.  He went on 
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to Hosei University, and helped them win the Big 
Six University championship in 1930.  A fast 
runner, Shima led the league in stolen bases in 
both 1930 and 1932.  After graduating, he helped 
establish the professional Nagoya Kinko Team 
and both managed and played on the team in 
1936 and 1937.  The following year, he retired as 
a player and became an umpire.  When the 
professional league divided into the Central and 
Pacific Leagues in 1950, Shima became the chief 
umpire for the Central League.   
 
 
Zensuke Shimada 島田  善介  
(1888-1955)  
H.O.F. 1969 
Born in Tochigi, Shimada’s original name was 
Konosuke Fukuda.  After graduating Keio Middle 
School, Shimada attended Keio University from 
1906 to 1911 where he was the team’s star 
catcher.  Shimada was especially known for his 
great arm.   After graduating, he played for Mita 
and caught Michimaro Ono when the team 
defeated Herb Hunter’s touring Major League All-
Stars in 1922.  During that famous game, Shimada 
also homered off of Waite Hoyt.   
 
 
Kichiro Shimaoka  島岡  吉郎   
(1911-1989)  
H.O.F. 1991 
In 1952, Shimaoka took over the poorly performing 
Meiji University baseball team.  The following year, 
he led the team to the championship.  During his 
37 years as Meiji’s manager, he won many 
championships including 15 Big Six titles, 5 
National University titles, and 2 Japan/American 
University tournaments. 
 
 
Matsutaro Shoriki  正力  松太郎 
(1885-1969) 
H.O.F. 1959 
A graduate of Tokyo University in law, Shoriki 
became the president of the Yomiuri newspaper in 
1923.  He was the driving force behind the Major 
League tours of Japan in 1931 and 1934.  In 1934, 
he created Japan’s first professional team, the All-
Japan Tokyo Baseball Club, to compete with the 
Major League All-Stars.  That team changed its 
name to the Tokyo Yomiuri Giants two years later.  
Over the years, he consistently made the Giants 
the best team in Japanese ball.  He also 
sponsored Major League tours of Japan and 
frequently sent his Giants to the United States.  His 
ultimate dream was to have a true Japanese-
American World Series.  That dream, of course, 
never materialized.  In 1959, Shoriki was the first 
person inducted into the Hall of Fame.  The 
“Shoriki Matsutaro Award” is presented annually to 

the Professional Baseball player who does that 
most for the game. 
 
 

Ryuji Suzuki 鈴木 龍二  
(1896-1986)  
H.O.F. 1982 
Born in Tokyo, Suzuki participated in the Nihon 
Professional Baseball Union as representative of 
Dai Tokyo.  During the war, he fought against the 
army to continue baseball games.  After the war, 
he took an active part in restarting professional 
baseball.  He became the President of the Central 
League in 1952 and served until he died in 1984. 
 
 
Sotaro Suzuki  鈴木   惣太郎 
(1890-1982) 
H.O.F. 1969 
Born in Gumma Prefecture, Suzuki was a major 
contributor to U.S.-Japan baseball relations.  
Suzuki quit Waseda University to move to the 
United States where he attended Columbia 
University.  After returning to Japan, he became a 
sports journalist for the Yomiuri Shinbun 
(newspaper), and was instrumental in arranging 
the 1931 and 1934 Major League All-Star Tours of 
Japan.   
 
Suzuki was in charge of the negotiations to 
convince Babe Ruth to become part of the 1934 
Tour.  Ruth originally balked at the idea of going to 
Japan.  Suzuki traveled to New York and 
encountered the Babe during the Bambino’s 
haircut at a local barbershop.  An angry Ruth was 
ready to have Suzuki removed, but Suzuki showed 
Ruth a Japanese language advertising poster for 
the Tour in which Ruth was the only player 
pictured.  Suzuki then said, “The Japanese fans 
are waiting for your visit.”  Ruth laughed and 
agreed to tour Japan on the spot!  Suzuki also 
managed the Japanese Pro Team that toured the 
U.S. in 1935.  This team was the precursor to the 
Yomiuri Giants.  During the tour, Suzuki and Lefty 
O’Doul coined the Tokyo “Giants” nickname and 
created the team’s dragonfly logo. 
 
Suzuki’s greatest contribution to the advancement 
of Japanese baseball was the numerous books he 
wrote over the years.  His Modern Baseball 
Tactics, published in 1939 described many 
principles of U.S. Pro Baseball play that had not 
been employed in the Japanese game at the time.  
He also wrote the seminal History of Japanese 
Baseball, and authored the classic biography of 
Japan pitching legend Eiji Sawamura.   
 
 
Tsutomu Takeda   武田  孟 
(1896-1990) 
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H.O.F. 2001 
As a professor at Meiji University, Takeda directed 
the baseball team.  In 1958, he became the 
president of the university, and also became 
president of the Japanese University Baseball 
Federation.  In 1964, he was named president of 
the Japanese Student Baseball Association, a 
position he held until 1983.  In 1972, Takeda 
organized the Japan-United States University 
Baseball Championship Series. 
 
 
Takeo Tabe  田部  武雄 
(c.1910-1945) 
H.O.F. 1969 
Primarily a shortstop, Tabe possessed a strong 
arm, great speed, and was a feared hitter.  
However, he is best known for his brilliant baseball 
mind.  He attended Meiji University from 1928 
through 1931.  At Meiji, he played nearly every 
position on the diamond.  In his first game, he stole 
five bases (a record).  After graduation, Tabe 
joined the Dai Nippon Tokyo Baseball Club, later 
to become the Yomiuri Giants.  He was a part of 
their 110 game barnstorming tour of the U.S.  
During that tour, Tabe stole a remarkable 105 
bases!  Shortly after his return, as the Giants were 
preparing to embark on their first season as part of 
the Japan Pro Baseball League, Tabe quit the 
team.  It has been reported that he felt that he had 
received unfair treatment.  As a result, Tabe never 
played professionally, and was henceforth known 
as the “Phantom of Pro Baseball.”  He joined 
Japan’s war effort and in June 1945 was killed in 
Okinawa.   
 
 
Komajiro Tamura 田村  駒治郎  
(1904-1961)  
H.O.F. 1970 
A businessman, Tamura was president of the 
Tanaka Koma Company.  His passion was 
baseball and he made generous contributions to 
help develop both amateur and professional 
baseball.  When professional baseball was 
established in 1936, he became a vice president 
of the Lion team.  In 1941, he became the team’s 
owner and changed the team’s name to Asahi.  He 
1946, Tamura changed the team’s name to Pacific 
and the following year changed it again to the 
Robins.    
 
 
Munehide Tanabe 田辺  宗英  
(1881-1957)  
H.O.F. 1968 
A graduate of Waseda University, Tanabe was a 
successful businessman who, along with his 
brother, built Korakuen Stadium in 1936.  He 
became the first vice-president of Korakuen 

Stadium and in December 1942 became the 
stadium’s fourth president.   
 
 
Katsuo Tanaka  田中  勝雄 
(1898 – unknown) 
H.O.F. 1985 
Tanaka played outfield for Waseda University from 
1919 to 1922.  A five-tool player, Tanaka was 
Japan’s first real homerun hitter which earned him 
the nickname “the Japanese Babe.”  During his 
time at Waseda, he won three university batting 
titles, hitting .556 in the Spring 1919 season, .588 
in Spring of 1920, and .524 in the Fall of 1920.   
After graduating, he managed several amateur 
teams before becoming Waseda’s manager in 
1936.  From 1941 to 1947, Tanaka served as the 
representative of the professional Asahi club. 
 
 
Goro Taniguchi  谷口  五郎 
(1902-1980)  
H.O.F. 1979 
After attending Kamayama Shogyo, Taniguchi 
entered Waseda University in 1920.  The left-
hander became one of the decade’s top pitchers 
helping Waseda to championships in 1921 and 
1922.  During Waseda’s 1921 tour of the United 
States, Taniguchi pitched nearly every game. After 
graduating, he played for the Dairen Amateur 
team.  He became the manager of the amateur 
Joban Tanko team after the war, and later 
coached the Giants from 1951 to 1954 and Taiyo 
from 1956 to 1960. 
 
 
Chujun Tobita  飛田  忠順 
(1886-1965) 
H.O.F. 1960 
The son of an Ibaragi Prefecture village headman, 
Tobita was responsible for adapting the traditional 
Bushido code to baseball.  Tobita entered Waseda 
after attending Mito Middle School.   He played 
second base, but became the team’s captain more 
for his baseball sense than playing ability.  After 
the University of Chicago soundly beat Waseda in 
three games in 1910, a frustrated Tobita quit the 
team but also vowed revenge.  Nine years later, 
he left his job at the Yomiuri Shinbun to become 
Waseda’s manager.  Approaching baseball like a 
martial art, Tobita trained his players until they 
dropped from exhaustion.  Each player was 
supposed to try his hardest on each pitch.  Under 
their new regimen, Waseda blossomed and went 
36-0 in 1925 including three wins over the 
University of Chicago.  Revenge complete, Tobita 
retired and became a baseball writer for the Asahi 
Shinbun.   
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Mojuro Tonooka  外岡   茂十郎 
(1898-1986)  
H.O.F. 1982 
A professor at Waseda University, Tonooka 
played an important role in collegiate baseball for 
over forty years.  As the head of Waseda’s 
baseball team, he tried to keep the team active 
during the war, but the government suspended 
play in 1943.  Only six months after the war’s end, 
he helped restart the Tokyo Big Six University 
games and opened the games with a memorable 
speech.  In 1946, he became the vice-chairman of 
newly established Nihon Student Baseball Union.  
He contributed to the development of amateur 
baseball until his retirement in 1974. 
 
 
Osamu Tsutsui  筒井  修 
(1917-1990) 
H.O.F. 1991 
Tsutsui overcame a wartime tragedy to enter the 
Japan Hall of Fame.  Born in Kagawa Prefecture, 
Tsutsui was the shortstop and cleanup hitter for 
the Matsuyama Commercial High School team 
that won the National High School Baseball 
Championship at Koshien in 1935.  In 1936, the 
lanky (5’ 8”, 140 lb.) right-hander joined the 
Yomiuri Giants in the inaugural year of the Japan 
Pro Baseball League.  Playing both second base 
and shortstop, he was the first Giant to wear 
“lucky” number 7 on his uniform.  After an 
unspectacular career through 1941 (.228 lifetime 
average in 159 games), Tsutsui was drafted.  
Tsutsui lost a finger on his left hand in wartime 
combat.  Unable to continue his playing career, he 
became an umpire.  From 1947 to 1977 he 
officiated in over 3,000 Central League games—
the most ever.  Ultimately, he became the chief 
umpire for the Kansai region.   
 
 
Yushi Uchimura 内村  祐之  
(1897-1980)  
H.O.F. 1983 
Considered one of the best schoolboy pitchers of 
the early twentieth century, in 1918 Uchimura led 
Ichiko to their first championship in 15 years.  
While studying medicine at Tokyo University, he 
coached middle school baseball.  After graduating, 
Uchimura became a prominent psychologist.  
From 1939 to 1943, he headed Tokyo University’s 
baseball program.  In 1962, he became the third 
commissioner of Japanese baseball.  He also 
translated and produced books about Major 
League baseball, including The Playing Style of 
the Dodgers and The Autobiography of Ty Cobb. 
 
 
Kozo Utsumi 内海   弘蔵  
(1872-1935)  

H.O.F. 1973 
An 1898 graduate of Tokyo Teikoku University, 
Utsumi was a professor of Japanese literature at 
Meiji University.  Utsumi was an outspoken 
defender of the game when Asahi Newspaper 
attacked baseball as a detriment to Japanese 
society.  In 1911, he established Meiji University’s 
ball club and served as its president until 1929.  He 
helped establish the Tokyo Big Six University 
League and later helped to found the professional 
Kinko team.   
 
 
Eiichiro Yamamoto  山本   英一郎 
(1919-         ) 
H.O.F. 1997 
Born in Kyoto in 1919, Yamamoto is one of the 
world leaders of amateur baseball.  He has served 
as President of the Japanese Baseball Federation, 
President of the Baseball Federation of Asia, and 
Vice-President of the International Baseball 
Federation.  Yamamoto was instrumental in 
making baseball an Olympic sport. 
 
 
Ikushi Yamanouchi  山内   以九士  
(1902-1972)  
H.O.F. 1985 
As early as middle school, Yamanouchi was 
interested in studying baseball rules and scoring.  
At Keio University, he studied with Matsutaro 
Naoki, an authority on baseball rules.  In 1930, he 
co-authored Japanese Baseball Rules (Nihon 
Yakyu Kisoku) with Kenzo Hirose.  Six years later, 
he published The Latest Baseball Rulebook 
(Saishin Yakyu Kisoku-sho) based on revised 
American rules.  In 1941, professional baseball 
adopted Yamauchi’s version of the rules.  He 
became a member of Committee of Baseball 
Rules in 1940 and an official scorer for the 
professional league in 1942.  He became the head 
of scoring for the Pacific League in 1952.   
 
 
Saburo Yokozawa  横沢  三郎  
(1904-           )  
H.O.F. 1988 
While playing at Makihara Middle School, 
Yokozawa was noticed by Meiji University 
alumnus, and future Hall of Famer, Genzaburo 
Okada.  With Okada's recommendation, he 
entered Meiji University and became the starting 
second baseman as a freshman.  In 1923, 
Yokozawa helped Meiji win the championship.  
After graduating in 1926, he began working at 
Yomiuri Newspaper and played on the company's 
team.  In 1929, he became an umpire for the Big 
Six University League and stayed in the position 
for seven years.  During the same period, he 
played in the City Baseball League, and helped his 
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team to championships in 1930, 1931, 1933, and 
1935.  When professional baseball was 
established in 1936, he became the first manager 
of the Tokyo Senators.  In 1948, he became a 
professional umpire.  In that capacity, Yokozawa 
participated in ten consecutive Japan Series and 
nine All-Star games.  Before retiring in 1959, he 
became the Pacific League’s chief umpire. 
 
 
Masao Yoshida  吉田  正男 
(1914-    ) 
H.O.F. 1992 
Winning and Masao Yoshida went hand-in-hand.  
The Aichi Prefecture native attended Chukyo 
Commercial Middle School.  A right-handed 
pitcher, Yoshida led his team to three consecutive 
summer National High School Baseball 
Tournament championships from 1931 to 1933.  In 
his appearances at the Koshien tournament, he 
amassed a lifetime record of 23 wins and 3 losses.  
His 23 wins have never been approached since 
and stand as the unassailable all-time record.  He 
was the winning pitcher in possibly the most 
memorable clash ever to take place at Koshien.  In 
the semi-finals of the Summer 1933 tournament, 
Chukyo Commercial, with Yoshida on the mound, 
faced Akashi Middle School.  The score remained 
0-0 through 24 innings!  This 4 hour and 55 minute 

marathon finally ended when Chukyo pushed over 
a run in the 25th inning making Yoshida the 
winning pitcher and a national hero.   
 
Next, Yoshida faced the challenge of Big Six 
University League baseball.  From 1934 to 1938 
he pitched for Meiji University, racking up 12 
career wins.  During 1938, he served as team 
captain.  Meiji won four consecutive pennants 
during his years there, as Yoshida kept his 
reputation for playing on winning teams intact.  
Yoshida never played professional baseball.   
 
 
Ichiro Yoshikuni  吉國   一郎 
(1917-          ) 
H.O.F. 1999 
Prior to becoming the ninth baseball 
commissioner, Yoshikuni served as a government 
official and as the president of the Nippon 
Convention Center.  He was commissioner from 
1989 to 1998, the longest term in the history of the 
office.  During his tenure, he oversaw the 
publication of the Official Baseball Encyclopedia, 
initiated professional games between Japan and 
Korea, introduced free agency, and revised the 
agreement that prevented Japanese players from 
entering Major League Baseball. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


